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Iowa Organic Certification Program


Fees for Iowa Organic Certification 
Crop and Livestock Producers
Three fees are required annually for organic certification:
1. Application fee
This non-refundable application fee must be submitted with your completed application materials.  Make your check payable to Iowa Department of Agriculture.  Send to:  
Iowa Department of Agriculture (IDALS)
 			Organic Program
 			502 E. 9th St.
 			Des Moines, IA 50319.  
· Base Fee: $125.00 for applications postmarked by March 15 of the certification year; 
· Ruminant animal operations: base application fee plus $35.00 = $160.00.
· Late Fee: $100.00 in addition to application fee(s) above for applications postmarked after March 15 but on or before May 1. 

2. Inspection fee
· Crop-only Operations = $300.00; OR
· Livestock-only Operations (includes grass-based livestock operations with certified organic pastures as the only crop) = $300.00; OR
· Livestock + Crop (includes livestock farms with certified organic crops such as corn, beans & small grains etc. in addition to pasture) = $385.00; OR
· COMBINATION Production & Processor/Handling – For operations including any combination of organic crop production or organic livestock production with organic processing/handling = Base fee $300.00 plus $50.00/hour while the inspector is on site.

The inspection fee schedule covers most operations.  However, failure to submit your application in a timely manner, poor recordkeeping, or lack of preparation for the inspection may require more inspection time and result in an additional inspection fee.  

IMPORTANT- Do not submit the inspection fee with your application.  You will be informed whether your inspection will be completed by either an IDALS staff-inspector or a contract-inspector. Your inspection fee will be paid either to the Department or directly to the contract-inspector.  Inspection fees are not refundable after the inspection has taken place.

3. Certification fee
Your certification fee will be assessed when your organic certification has been approved.  Your certification fee will be based upon the types and quantities of crops and livestock you certify, with the minimum certification fee being $150.00.  Fields that are included within the organic crop rotation plan, when not used to produce a crop for sale as organic (cover crops, fallow ground, alfalfa hay, etc.), will still be assessed a certification fee.  Refer to the certification fee schedule on the back of this form to figure your estimated certification fee.  Certification fees become nonrefundable upon issuance of your organic certificate.

Organic Certification Fee Schedule

The minimum certification fee is $150.00.  Use this worksheet to determine your estimated certification fee.  

Production Category	Certification Fee
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Horticultural Crops
1. Field production – Vegetables, herbs and spice crops:  				
[bookmark: HortAcres]$27.50/acre x No. of acres             = 
2. Greenhouse production – Vegetables, herbs and spice crops:  
Less than 1000 sq. ft. = $22.00 
1,001 to 3,000 sq. ft. = $44.00
3,001 to 5,000 sq. ft. = $66.00
Each additional 2000 sq. ft. = $22.00
[bookmark: GreenAcres]Total sq. ft. in greenhouse production            = 
3. Tree crops & Aronia Berries:  
[bookmark: TreeAcres]$16.50/acre x No. of acres            =

Agronomic Crops
1. [bookmark: CornAcres]All corn varieties:  $6.00/acre x No. of acres            = 
2. [bookmark: SoyAcres]Soybeans:  $6.00/acre x No. of acres            = 
3. [bookmark: GrainAcres]Small Grains:  $2.25/acre x No. of acres            = 
4. Forage:  $1.75/acre x No. of acres            = 
5. [bookmark: PastureAcres]Pasture/fallow:  $0.75/acre x No. of acres       = 
6. [bookmark: OtherAcres]Other crops:  $2.25/acre x No. of acres            = 

Livestock
1. Dairy Farm
[bookmark: CattleDairy]Cows: $11.00 x No. of cows            = 
[bookmark: GoatsDairy]Goats: $5.50 x No. of goats            = 

2. Other Livestock Operations  
[bookmark: Beef]Beef finishing operation: $1.50 x No. of cattle            = 
Cow/calf operation: $1.50 x No. of brood cows            =
[bookmark: HeifersDairy]Dairy heifer feeding operation: $1.50 x No. of heifers            = 
Farrow/Finish operation: $5.50 x No. of sows            = 
[bookmark: Swine]Swine Finishing Only: $0.50 x No. of swine            = 
[bookmark: Sheep]Sheep/Goats: $0.50 x No. of head            = 

3. Poultry (fees assessed per 100)
Slaughter chickens/Pullet Production:
    1st 1 million birds = $1.75 x             (100 birds) =
    2nd 1 million birds = $1.50 x             (100 birds) =
    3rd 1 million birds = $1.25 x             (100 birds) =
    Each additional 1 million birds = $1.25 x             (100 birds) =
[bookmark: Turkeys]Slaughter turkeys: $6.75 x            hundred = 
Layers: $11.00 x       hundred = 



Column Total Anticipated Certification Fee – Your certification fee will be the higher of either the column total or $150.00.  (Do not submit certification fee with application)
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