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January 15, 2015
Dear Organic Producer:

Thank you for considering the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) as your Organic Certifier.  We look forward to working with you.  

Completing Your Application – New in 2015

We have revised the 2015 Organic System Plan (OSP)/Application for producers.  If you are a renewing applicant you will not copy and update your previous OSP as in the past.  All applicants must  complete and submit the enclosed packet as application for organic certification.  You will see that we have eliminated some questions, combined others, created new tables and generally focused on only what we need from you to evaluate your plan’s compliance with National Organic Program (NOP) regulations.  Consequently, the size of the OSP has been significantly reduced.  

Reminders

1. Submit your OSP as soon as possible to help ensure that your application is processed in a timely manner.  The early deadline without late fee remains at March 15th but the final deadline has been changed to April 15th.  
2. After you have submitted your application, you will be assigned a file manager who will be responsible for conducting your pre-inspection and post-inspection review.  This person will be your primary contact in the office who you can communicate with via phone, email or letter.

3. It is important to provide our office with all of the information requested in the OSP and note where indicated that specific questions or sections are “NA” (Not Applicable).  Otherwise, unanswered questions will cost time as our OSP reviewers will need to follow up with you to clarify or request additional information. 

4. You will also be assigned an inspector.  Your inspector will contact you to schedule your inspection.  Please make every effort to work with their scheduling efforts as we inspect more than 350 operations each year.  Untimely changes to your appointment may be costly, not only in time lost, but you may be assessed additional travel fees.  
5. As required by NOP regulations, your operation may be chosen for sampling and/or an unannounced inspection. 

6. The Field History forms are also revised.  Use the new format provided, not the old forms.

7. Note that some inspection fees have changed, especially for inspection of multiple enterprises. 
8. If you have livestock and are renewing, we have included the livestock parts of the application you will need.  If you are renewing but want to add livestock for the first time, you will need to contact our office (515-725-2078) to request the proper forms.

If you have questions regarding this packet, please contact our office at 515-281-7656.  

Sincerely,

Maury Wills  
Organic Program Administrator
Henry A. Wallace Building ( Des Moines, Iowa  50319 ( 515-281-5321 ( agri@iowaAgriculture.gov
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