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Iowa Organic Certification Program
Organic System Plan - Livestock

Section 10: Livestock Certification Intentions
§NOP 205.236 states “(a) Livestock products that are to be sold, labeled, or represented as organic must be from livestock under continuous management from the last third of gestation or hatching: Except, That: (2) Milk or milk products must be from animals that have been under continuous organic management beginning no later than 1 year prior to the production of the milk or milk products that are to be sold, labeled, or represented as organic, Except, (i) That, crops and forage from land, included in the organic system plan of a dairy farm, that is in the third year of organic management may be consumed by the dairy animals of the farm during the 12-month period immediately prior to the sale of organic milk and milk products; and (iii) Once an entire, distinct herd has been converted to organic production, all dairy animals shall be under organic management from the last third of gestation. (3) Breeder stock. Livestock used as breeder stock may be brought from a nonorganic operation onto an organic operation at any time: Provided, That, if such livestock are gestating and the offspring are to be raised as organic livestock, the breeder stock must be brought onto the facility no later than the last third of gestation.
1. Livestock Certification Intentions - list all livestock you intend to raise this year, the total number of animals in each category (Organic Certification Requested, Transitioned, Transitioning, Non-Certifiable Breeding Stock, and Conventional).  
	Livestock
	Organic Certification Requested
	Currently Transitioning (dairy only)
	Non-Certifiable Breeding Stock
	Conventional

	
	Organic

(Dairy animals must be raised as organic from last 3rd of gestation)
	Transitioned (dairy only)
	
	
	

	Dairy cows
	
	
	
	
	

	Dairy heifers
	
	
	
	
	

	Dairy goats
	
	
	
	
	

	Beef cows
	
	
	
	
	

	Beef calves
	
	
	
	
	

	Sows
	
	
	
	
	

	Pigs
	
	
	
	
	

	Sheep
	
	
	
	
	

	Goats (meat)
	
	
	
	
	


2. What Organic Livestock Product(s) do you intend to market as organic from your operation?

__Beef

__Feeder calves

__Cull cows

__Replacement heifers

__Milk

__Pork

__Feeder pigs

__Cull sows

__Goats

__Lamb

__Other:  ________

3. How will the livestock product(s) be marketed?

__Farmers Market

__Wholesale

__CSA/subscription service

__Contract to buyer

__On-farm retail

__Other:  ________

4. Do you use or plan to use labels and/or marketing materials making an organic claim for your livestock products?    __Yes    __No

a. If yes:

i. Do your labels comply with the NOP regulations below?
 __Yes    __No      

ii. Have you submitted copies of all labels and received IDALS’ approval? __Yes   __No        

NOP §205.303(b) “Agricultural products in packages described in §205.301(a) and (b) must: (2) On the information panel, below the information identifying the handler or distributor of the product and preceded by the statement, “Certified organic by * * *,” or similar phrase, identify the name of the certifying agent that certified the handler of the finished product and may display the business address, internet address, or telephone number of the certifying agent in such label.” Any label making an organic claim must be reviewed by IDALS before printing.
5. Provide name, address, and phone # of the facility/facilities where your livestock products are processed.
a. Are they certified organic?   __Yes   __No
6. How are animals transported to the organic processing facility, and who is responsible for transportation?

7. How are you assured that commingling with non-organic materials and livestock does not occur during transportation?

8. Your product(s) must be traceable.  Explain your livestock identification system and how it allows each animal to be traced back to its origin.  NOP §205.236(c) The producer of an organic livestock operation must maintain records sufficient to preserve the identity of all organically managed animals and edible and nonedible animal products produced on the operation.
9. What is your plan for acquiring livestock for your operation?
10. Have you purchased organic livestock since your last inspection?  __Yes   __No

a. If yes, please complete the table below.

	Type of livestock
	# of animals 
	Animal 

ID(s)
	Date obtained
	Source
	Source’s 

phone #
	Certified by what agency?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


11. If your animals were accidentally treated with a prohibited material, what is your plan to identify and/or segregate them from the organic herd?

Dairy Herd Only

12. How did you first bring your dairy herd into organic production?
__Transitioned to organic production before 10/21/2002
__Transitioned between 10/21/2002 and 6/9/2007 using the 80-20 feed exemption
__Transitioned between 10/21/2002 and 6/9/2007 using 100% organic feed for 12 months
__Transitioned after 6/9/2007 using 100% organic feed for 12 months
__A new dairy herd transitioned by another farmer was purchased

13. The completion date of the dairy herd transition to organic was: __________________________
14. Do you still have transitioned dairy animals in your herd? 
__Yes   __ No              
a. If yes, please list all ID numbers of transitioned dairy animals
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

15. – 17. Reserved

Section 11: Livestock Feed

NOP §205.237 states “(a) The producer of an organic livestock operation must provide livestock with a total feed ration composed of agricultural products, including pasture and forage, that are organically produced and handled by operations certified to the NOP, except as provided in §205.236(a)(2)(i), except, that, synthetic substances allowed under §205.603 and nonsynthetic substances not prohibited under §205.604 may be used as feed additives and feed supplements, Provided, That, all agricultural ingredients included in the ingredients list, for such additives and supplements, shall have been produced and handled organically. (b) The producer of an organic operation must not: (1) Use animal drugs, including hormones, to promote growth; (2) Provide feed supplements or additives in amounts above those needed for adequate nutrition and health maintenance for the species at its specific stage of life; (3) Feed plastic pellets for roughage; (4) Feed formulas containing urea or manure; (5) Feed mammalian or poultry slaughter by-products to mammals or poultry; (6) Use feed, feed additives, and feed supplements in violation of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act; (7) Provide feed or forage to which any antibiotic including ionophores has been added; or (8) Prevent, withhold, restrain, or otherwise restrict ruminant animals from actively obtaining feed grazed from pasture during the grazing season, except for conditions as described under §205.239(b) and (c).

18. Do you grow any livestock feed on your farm? 
__Yes    __No  
a. If yes, make sure you have completed the IDALS Organic Crop Farm System Plan or provide verification of crop certification if crops are certified by another organization.

19. Provide the following information regarding planned annual organic feed needs for your livestock operation, including grains and forages.

	Type of livestock
	Type of feed
	Planned amount produced on farm
	Planned amount purchased
	Source if purchased

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


20. Do you grind or mix livestock feed on your farm? 
__Yes    __No              
a.   If yes, do you own, rent, or borrow your grinding/mixing equipment?

__Own

__Rent

__Borrow
21. If feed mixing/grinding equipment is used for both organic and conventional feed (whether on your farm or not), explain the cleaning process used to prevent the contamination of the organic feed. NOP §205.272(a) states “The handler of an organic handling operation must implement measures necessary to prevent the commingling of organic and nonorganic products and protect organic products from contact with prohibited substances.”
22. What do you plan to do in a situation of short supply of organic feed?
Organic Feed Storage 

23. List your feed storage locations and ensure they are on your farm map.
	Storage ID #
	Type of Feed Stored
	Type of Storage (steel bin, shed, etc.)
	Capacity
	Pest Control Methods used, if any

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Conventional Feed Storage 

NOP §205.201(a)(5) states that the producer is required to maintain an organic production or handling system plan which must include a description of the management practices and physical barriers established to prevent commingling of organic and nonorganic products on a split operation and to prevent contact of organic production and handling operations and products with prohibited substances. 

____ NA

24. Are conventional livestock on your farm fed conventional grain?    __Yes    __No    __NA     


a.   If yes, complete the following:

	Storage ID #
	Type of Feed Stored
	Source
	Storage location

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


25. What measures are taken to ensure that conventional grain is not fed to organic livestock?

Outdoor access

NOP §205.239(b) states “The producer of an organic livestock operation may provide temporary confinement or shelter for an animal because of: (1) Inclement weather; (2) The animal’s stage of life: Except, that lactation is not a stage of life that would exempt ruminants from any of the mandates set forth in this regulation; (3) Conditions under which the health, safety, or well-being of the animal could be jeopardized; (4) Risk to soil or water quality; (5) Preventive healthcare procedures or for the treatment of illness or injury (neither the various stages nor lactation is an illness or injury); (6) sorting or shipping animals and livestock sales: Provided, that, the animals shall be maintained under continuous organic management, including organic feed, throughout the extent of their allowed confinement; (7) Breeding: Except, that, bred animals shall not be denied access to the outdoors, and, once bred, ruminants shall not be denied access to pasture during the grazing season; or (8) 4-H, Future Farmers of America, and other youth projects, for no more than one week prior to a fair or other demonstration, through the event and up to 24 hours after the animals have arrived home at the conclusion of the event.  These animals must have been maintained under continuous organic management, including organic feed, during the extent of their allowed confinement for the event.”
26. Do you graze your animals in a pasture(s)? 
__Yes    __No              


a.   If yes, indicate the location(s) of the pastures on your farm map.
27. Describe your livestock grazing practices (e.g., grazing in pasture borders, grazing in crop buffers, rotational grazing, permanent pasture, or other practices).
28. What outdoor areas, other than pastures, do organic animals use? 

29. Access to outdoors for all organic livestock is required.  Explain all conditions that would cause you to decide to confine your organic livestock.  Be specific with quantitative requirements (i.e.: animals less than ___ days of age, wind chill factor of ____ºF, etc.)
30. Do you apply input products to your pastures or outdoor areas? 
__Yes   __ No              
a.   If yes, make sure to list in your Livestock Materials List and submit product labels if required

Water

31. What are your sources of water for livestock use?

__On-site well

__Municipal water

__River/creek/pond
__Other: _________

32. Do you use additives in the water or products to clean water lines? 
__Yes    __No              

If yes, make sure to list in your Livestock Materials List, specify whether it is an additive in the water or a water line cleaner, and submit product labels if required.

33. Describe any water contamination problems in your area of the state.
___ No known contamination

34. – 37. Reserved

Section 11: Ruminant Feed 
(Cattle, Goat, and Sheep Production)       

____ Not Applicable 

NOP 205.237(c) states “During the grazing season, producers shall: (1) Provide not more than an average of 70 percent of a ruminant’s dry matter demand from dry matter fed (dry matter fed does not include dry matter grazed from residual forage or vegetation rooted in pasture).  This shall be calculated as an average over the entire grazing season for each type and class of animal.  Ruminant animals must be grazed throughout the entire grazing season for the geographical region, which shall be not less than 120 days per calendar year.  Due to weather, season, and/or climate, the grazing season may or may not be continuous. (2) Provide pasture of a sufficient quality and quantity to graze throughout the grazing season and to provide all ruminants under the organic system plan with an average of not less than 30 percent of their dry matter intake from grazing throughout the grazing season: Except, That, (i) Ruminant animals denied pasture in accordance with §205.239(b)(1) through (8), and §205.239(c)(1) through (3), shall be provided with an average of not less than 30 percent of their dry matter intake from grazing throughout the periods that they are on pasture during the grazing season; (ii) Breeding bulls shall be exempt from the 30 percent dry matter intake from grazing requirement of this section and management on pasture requirements of §205.239(c)(2); Provided, That, any animal maintained under this exemption shall not be sold, labeled, used, or represented as organic slaughter stock. (d) Ruminant livestock producers shall: (1) Describe the total feed ration for each type and class of animal. The description must include: (i) All feed produced on-farm; (ii) All feed purchased from off-farm sources; (iii) The percentage of each feed type, including pasture, in the total ration; and (iv) A list of all feed supplements and additives. (2) Document the amount of each type of feed actually fed to each type and class of animal. (3) Document changes that are made to all rations throughout the year in response to seasonal grazing changes. (4) Provide the method for calculating dry matter demand and dry matter intake.

38. You are required to maintain a grazing log for your ruminant livestock.  Based on that log, what specific dates last year did you graze your organic herd(s)? 

Make sure to have your grazing log available during your inspection.

39. Add up the dates from the question above.  Do they add up to at least 120 days on pasture during the last calendar year? 
__Yes   __ No              
a.   If no, explain: 
40. Do your calculations show that each animal in your organic ruminant herd(s) received at least 30% Dry Matter Intake (DMI) from pasture in the last calendar year?
 __Yes    __No              a.   If no, explain:
41. – 44. Reserved

Section 12: Livestock Health Care Practice

NOP §205.238 states that (a) The producer must establish and maintain preventive livestock health care practices, including: (1) Selection of species and types of livestock with regard to suitability for site-specific conditions and resistance to prevalent diseases and parasites; (2) Provision of a feed ration sufficient to meet nutritional requirements, including vitamins, minerals, protein and/or amino acids, fatty acids, energy sources, and fiber (ruminants); (3) Establishment of appropriate housing, pasture conditions, and sanitation practices to minimize the occurrence and spread of diseases and parasites; (4)Provision of conditions which allow for exercise, freedom of movement, and reduction of stress appropriate to the species; (5) Performance of physical alterations as needed to promote the animal’s welfare and in a manner that minimizes pain and stress; and (6) Administration of vaccines and other veterinary biologics.

45. Identify the components of your animal health management program (mark all that apply):

__Breed selection

__Culling

__Vaccinations

__Dry bedding

__Good quality feed

__Selective breeding

__Good sanitation

__Probiotics

__Pasture rotation

__Nutritional supplements

__Raise own replacement stock

__Isolation of diseased animals

__Good ventilation in housing

__Other: _____________

Physical Alterations

NOP §205.238(a)(5) requires that the producer must establish and maintain preventive livestock health care practices, including performance of physical alterations as needed to promote the animal’s welfare and in a manner that minimizes pain and stress.
46. Describe physical alteration practices you use and why you use them:

	Practice
	Method Used
	Reason Used

	Castration
	
	

	Dehorning
	
	

	Tail Docking (sheep only)
	
	

	Other:                                
	
	


47. Name, phone number, email, and address of your veterinarian

48. Do you administer any products for animal health?  
__Yes    __No              

a.   If yes, make sure to list them in your Livestock Materials List and submit labels if required. Maintain an animal health care log and have it available to show your organic inspector.
NOP §205.238(b) states that when preventive practices and veterinary biologics are inadequate to prevent sickness, a producer may administer synthetic medications: Provided, That, such medications are allowed under 205.306.  Parasiticides allowed under §205.306 may be used on: (1) Breeder stock, when used prior to the last third of gestation but not during lactation for progeny that are to be sold, labeled, or represented as organically produced; and (2) Dairy stock, when used a minimum of 90 days prior to the production of milk or milk products that are to be sold, labeled, or represented as organic. (c) The producer of an organic livestock operation must not: (1) Sell, label, or represent as organic any animal or edible product derived from any animal treated with antibiotics, any substance that contains a synthetic substance not allowed under §205.603, or any substance that contains a nonsynthetic substance prohibited in §205.604. (2) Administer any animal drug, other than vaccinations, in the absence of illness; (3) Administer hormones for growth promotion; (4) Administer synthetic parasiticides on a routine basis; (5) Administer synthetic parasiticides to slaughter stock; (6) Administer animal drugs in violation of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act; or (7) Withhold medical treatment from a sick animal in an effort to preserve its organic status.  All appropriate medications must be used to restore an animal to health when methods acceptable to organic production fail.  Livestock treated with a prohibited substance must be clearly identified and shall not be sold, labeled, or represented as organically produced.
49. Are any of your conventional livestock treated with products that contain substances prohibited in organic livestock production?  
__Yes    __No    __ NA

If yes, identify the inputs and indicate how contamination of organic livestock is prevented.

	Feed/Medication
	Species to which it is given
	Segregation Measures
	Administered by

(Self/Veterinarian/Other)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


50. - 53. Reserved

Section 13: Livestock Living Conditions

NOP §205.239 requires that “The producer of an organic livestock operation must establish and maintain year-round living conditions which accommodate the health and natural behavior of animals, including: (1) Year-round access for all animals to the outdoors, shade, shelter, exercise areas, fresh air, clean water for drinking, and direct sunlight, suitable to the species, its stage of life, the climate, and the environment: Except, that, animals may be temporarily denied access to the outdoors in accordance with §205.239(b) and (c).  Yards, feeding pads, and feeding pads, and feedlots may be used to provide ruminants with access to the outdoors during the non-grazing season and supplemental feedings during the grazing season.  Yards, feeding pads, and feedlots shall be large enough to allow all ruminant livestock occupying the yard, feeding pad, or feedlot to feed simultaneously without crowding and without competition for food.  Continuous total confinement of any animal indoors is prohibited.  Continuous total confinement of ruminants in yards, feeding pads, and feedlots is prohibited.  (3) Appropriate clean, dry bedding.  When roughages are used as bedding, they shall have been organically produced in accordance with this part by an operation certified under this part, except as provided in §205.236(a)(2)(i), and, if applicable, organically handled by operations certified to the NOP.

54. Complete the table below regarding livestock facilities and make sure you have included these facilities on your map.

	Building ID
	Type of Housing
	Size
	Type and # of animals housed 
	Organic or Conventional
	Clean-out Method(s) 
	Ventilation System Used

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


55. List sanitation or cleaning products used, and describe how they are used.  Make sure you have listed them in your Livestock Materials List and submit labels if required.

56. What do you use for bedding?

57. What materials, if any, do you add to bedding? ___________________  

     _____ NA

Make sure to list in your Livestock Materials List and submit product labels if required

58. How do you clean out your livestock building(s)?

59. How often do you clean out your livestock building(s)?

60. If forage is used for animal bedding, is it certified organic? 
__Yes   __No    __NA         

Manure Management
205.239(a)(5) The producer of an organic livestock operation must establish and maintain year-round livestock living conditions which accommodate the health and natural behavior of animals, including: (5) The use of yards, feeding pads, feedlots, and laneways that shall be well-drained, kept in good condition (including frequent removal of wastes), and managed to prevent runoff of wastes and contaminated waters to adjoining or nearby surface water and across property boundaries.

61. How is manure stored?

__Feedlot

__Building

__Manure pit

__Other:  ________

62. What substances are applied to the manure/bedding?

__Lime

__Odor suppressants

__Pit additives

__Minerals

__Litter/bedding treatment

__Foam reducer

__Nitrogen stabilizer

__None

__Other:  ____________

If a substance is added to poultry litter or livestock bedding within a livestock production system (i.e., poultry house, dairy barn, etc.), collected manure, or compost for any purpose (i.e., odor control, nutrient management, etc.), that substance must comply with NOP §205.601.

Make sure all products are on your Livestock Product List and labels are submitted if required.

63. Has the manure been composted?  __Yes    __No              
a. If yes, make sure you have completed the composting procedure part of the crops application.
Compost made with Greenwaste (per NOP Green Waste Guidance Document 5016) must be made in compliance with §205.203.  Such compost may contain unavoidable background levels of synthetic pesticides.  However, “The producer must manage plant and animal materials to maintain or improve soil organic matter content in a manner that does not contribute to contamination of crops, soil, or water by plant nutrients, pathogenic organisms, heavy metals, or residues of prohibited substances.”  

64. How do you ensure manure does not contaminate water sources, wells, and/or sinkholes on your property?

Pest Control 

NOP §205.271 requires that “The producer or handler of an organic facility must use management practices to prevent pests, including but not limited to: (1) Removal of pest habitat, food sources, and breeding areas; (2) Prevention of access to handling facilities; and (3) Management of environmental factors, such as temperature, light, humidity, atmosphere, and air circulation, to prevent pest reproduction. (b) Pests may be controlled through: (1) Mechanical or physical controls including but not limited to traps, lights, or sound; or (2) Lures and repellents using nonsynthetic or synthetic substances consistent with the National List.  (c) If the practices provided for in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section are not effective to prevent or control pests, a synthetic substance not on the National List may be applied: Provided, That, the handler and certifying agent agree on the substance, method of application, and measures to be taken to prevent contact of the organically produced products or ingredients with the substance used.

65. Indicate pests with which you have problems:

__Hawks

__Flies

__Feral cats

__Rodents

__Raccoons

__Skunks

__Dogs

__Foxes

__Coyotes

__None

__Other:  _______

_______________

66. Do you use products to control pests? 
__Yes    __No              
38. If yes, make sure those products are listed in your Livestock Materials List and submit labels if required.  

67. Do you use bait stations, traps, sticky tape, or other pest control devices?   __Yes    __No              

38. If yes, draw on your map where these devices are located and make sure you have included them in your Livestock Materials List and submit labels if required.
68. How do you dispose of dead animals?
__Incinerate

__Bury

__Rendering service

__Compost

__Other:  _______

Equipment

NOP §205.201(a)(5) requires that the producer maintain “A description of the management practices and physical barriers established to prevent commingling of organic and nonorganic products on a split operation and to prevent contact of organic production and handling operations and products with prohibited substances.” §205.272(a) requires that “The handler of an organic handling operation must implement measures necessary to prevent the commingling of organic and nonorganic products

and protect organic products from contact with prohibited substances.”


69. If the same equipment is used to feed or transport both organic and conventional livestock, indicate how the equipment is cleaned and maintained to prevent contamination of organic livestock.







__ NA
	Equipment used for both organic and conventional livestock
	Method of cleaning prior to use with organic livestock
	Person responsible for equipment cleaning

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


70. – 72. Reserved

Dairy Facilities 







       ___ Not Applicable
NOP §205.201 requires that the producer or handler of a production or handling operation must develop an organic production or handling system plan that is agreed to by the producer/handler and an accredited certifying agent.  An organic system plan must meet the requirements set forth in this section for organic production or handling.  An organic production or handling system plan must include: (1) A description of practices and procedures to be performed and maintained, including the frequency with which they will be performed; (2) A list of each substance to be used as a production or handling input, indicating its composition, source, location(s) where it will be used, and documentation of commercial availability, as applicable; (3) A description of the monitoring practices and procedures to be performed and maintained, including the frequency with which they will be performed, to verify that the plan is effectively implemented; (5) A description of the management practices and physical barriers established to prevent commingling of organic and nonorganic products on a split operation and to prevent contact of organic production and handling operations and products with prohibited substances; and (6) Additional information deemed necessary by the certifying agent to evaluate compliance with the regulations. (b) A producer may substitute a plan prepared to meet the requirements of another Federal, State, or local government regulatory program for the organic system plan: Provided, That, the submitted plan meets all requirements of this subpart.
73. What type of milk handling system do you use? (mark all that apply)
__Pipeline

__Bulk tank

__Stanchions

__Step saver

__Milk cans

__Bucket milkers

__Parlor

__Hand milking

__Tie stalls

__Other:  __________

74. How is your dairy licensed?
__Grade A

__Grade B

__Other:  ________

75. Describe your cleaning cycle for milking equipment (water temperatures, number of rinses, etc.):

76. What detergent(s) do you use?
77. What acid cleaner(s) do you use?

78. What sanitizer(s) do you use?

79. What do you use to clean and/or sanitize the udders?

80. What teat dip(s) do you use?

81. What udder wash(es) do you use?

Make sure to list all of the above products on your Livestock Materials List and submit labels if required.

82. If you have organic and non-organic dairy animals in production, describe how you segregate the herds and their milk. 






______ NA
83. – 86. Reserved
Form # A107     PL-JA15e


