
 
 

Each year, more and more schools are purchasing locally grown produce for inclusion in school 
meals.   According to the USDA, “School cafeterias championing U.S. agriculture and proudly promoting locally sourced 
foods are the norm, not the exception.”  For those of you already engaged in purchasing locally grown produce, you 
know the vast benefits including:  fresher, better tasting produce; supporting your local growers; and serving foods that 
kids can’t resist.  For those of you considering Farm to School but not yet engaged, this opportunity provides a great 
chance for you to build relationships with local growers and experience what schools around the state and nation are 
boasting about. 
 
The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) oversees the Farm to School Program and is offering 
an incentive entitled “Farm to School – Open Something Great.”  This simple yet very beneficial opportunity offers to 
provide schools with food-grade boxes in which to receive local produce purchases.  Not only does this initiative aid the 
grower by helping to lower their packaging costs, but it provides some food safety assurances to the school, knowing the 
produce will be packed in clean, food- grade boxes.  Schools can request boxes by completing the application and survey 
identifying the number of growers you intend to order from.  Each school will also receive Mark Bittman’s How to Cook 
Everything (10th Anniversary Edition) Cookbook and table tents to promote the local food being served.  
 

Incentives for you: (besides boxes, boxes and more boxes) 

 Provide your students with meals including fresh, locally grown produce   

 Establish and build relationships with local growers 

 Know that produce is being transported in new, food-grade boxes 

 Receive more than 2,000 simple recipes for great food 

 

Participation Rules: 
Food Service Directors who wish to participate in the “F2S—Open Something Great” Initiative must agree to 

complete the application and performance agreement.  The baseline data provided helps us to meet our grant 

obligations and equips us with information to strengthen the program. This initiative is intended to increase 

the number of growers selling to schools by helping to provide the tools needed to meet the schools’ 

requests.   The boxes are to be provided to local growers for the transportation of fruits and vegetables 

only.  Box supply is limited and distribution may be limited based on the number of requests.    
 

To participate in the “F2S—Open Something Great” Initiative, please complete the attached form and return to 

us as soon as possible.  For your ease of ordering, there is a grower request form you can send to your growers 

to collect data.  All participation forms must be completed and submitted by September 8, 2015.   After 

the first box distribution, boxes will continue to be distributed as requested while supplies last.  Because of the 

difficulty in shipping these supplies, a school representative will be asked to pick them up from the Wallace 

Building in Des Moines, Iowa.  IDALS will assist with arrangements when and where possible.  We hope to 

offer this initiative again next year.  Thank you for your time and your interest in this initiative.  

 

If you have any questions regarding this initiative or the Farm to School Program contact: 
Tammy Stotts by phone, 515-281-7657, or email: tammy.stotts@iowaagriculture.gov 


