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Iowa Organic Certification Program
Organic System Plan – Renewal Packet

Section 1: Contact Information
Applicant(s): __________________________________________________________________________
Farm Name: ______________________________
 Counties where farms are located: ___________________
Mailing Address: _____________________________ E-Mail: __________________________________

City: ___________________________________________ State: _____ Zip: ______________________
Preferred phone (cell/home): ________________________Other phone: __________________________ 

Do you need your certificate early or by a certain date?  Complete the information in the box below.  Please note that submitting your application early and responding quickly regarding additional information/documentation required will help you get certified faster.

1. Are you requesting certification for new crops/livestock not listed on your previous year’s certificate?   __Yes    __No  
a. If yes, what is the new crop or livestock?  __________________________________________
b. If yes, what date do you plan to begin selling the new commodity?  ______________________
2. Are you requesting certification for new fields?   __Yes    __No    
a. If yes, list new field numbers: __________________________________________________
b. If yes, enclose updated field map(s), field history sheet(s), and Previous Operator form if applicable.
3. Do you intend to use new inputs this year?   __Yes    __No    
a. If yes, list new input(s): _________________________________________________________
b. If yes, what date do you want to begin using the new input(s)?  _____________________
c. If yes, submit new labels and wait for IDALS to verify the input(s) is/are allowed. 
Farm Location Information (from nearest town)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Send all application materials and application fee to:

 





Iowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship




 
Organic Agriculture Program






502 E. 9th Street

Des Moines, IA 50319         (515/281-7656)

4. Crop and Livestock Certification Intentions - list all crops you intend to grow this year, the total number of acres of each crop in each category (Organic Certification Requested, Organically Managed, etc.) and the field numbers of that crop in each category.  List all livestock you intend to raise this year, paying special attention to transitioned and transitioning if you are a dairy producer.  Organically managed means that although you raise the crops in those fields organically, that crop is not certified organic.  You cannot take fields in and out of organic certification (i.e., certifying a field with soybeans one year, not certifying that field the following year with oats, and certifying it the next year with corn is not allowed).  
	Crop
	Organic Certification Requested
	Organically Managed 

(certification not requested)
	Transitional Ground
	Conventional Ground

	
	Field #s
	# of acres
	Field #s
	# of acres
	Field #s
	# of acres
	Field #s
	# of acres

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Livestock
	Organic Certification Requested
	Currently Transitioning (dairy only)
	Non-Certifiable Breeding Stock
	Conventional

	
	Organic

(Dairy animals must be raised as organic from last 3rd of gestation)
	Transitioned (dairy only)
	
	
	

	Milk cows
	
	
	
	
	

	Dairy heifers
	
	
	
	
	

	Dairy goats
	
	
	
	
	

	Beef cows
	
	
	
	
	

	Beef calves
	
	
	
	
	

	Sows
	
	
	
	
	

	Pigs
	
	
	
	
	

	Layers
	
	
	
	
	

	Pullets
	
	
	
	
	

	Broilers
	
	
	
	
	

	Sheep
	
	
	
	
	

	Goats (meat)
	
	
	
	
	


5. Multiple farm operations cannot apply as one applicant.  List individual and/or farm name(s) under which you will be selling your crop as organic:_____________________ ________________________________________________________________________
6. If more than one name is listed above, do all names represent one farm under the same management?   __Yes    __No    __ N/A

a. If no, explain:__________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________
7. Please mark any of the following Organic Equivalence Arrangements for which you intend to export organic crop or crop products. 

__ U.S. – Canada (US-COEA)

__ U.S. – Japan (US-JOEA)    

__ U.S. – Taiwan (US-TOEA)

__ U.S. – European Union (US-EUOEA)   

8. Do you have a copy of the NOP Regulations or are you able to access the NOP regulations at http://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/faq-becoming-certified? 
__Yes    __No    
9. Are you also currently certified by another agency?  
 __Yes    __No    
a. If yes, which agency?
10.-13. Reserved

Changes Made to Organic System Plan

Consider changes made to soil fertility, crop rotation, equipment and/or disease, weed or pest control, new fields, new livestock feed rations and/or suppliers, changes to herd/flock, etc.  Please ensure you are answering this section accurately and completely.  If we find that you have not documented and described changes properly in this section, you may be required to complete the long form every year.
14. Have you made changes to your Organic System Plan in the past year or do you plan to make changes to your operation in the coming year?  Check the appropriate boxes below.  If changes have been made, follow instructions on the next page.
	Section #
	Section Title
	Mark an “X” in the appropriate box

	
	
	Changes Made
	No Changes
	Not Applicable

	1
	Renewal Packet
	Must be completed every year

	2
	Land & Water
	
	
	

	
	Field History
	Must be completed every year

	
	Field and Storage Map(s)
	Must be completed every year

	3
	Soil Fertility, Crop Nutrients & Rotations
	
	
	

	4
	Seeds and Planting Stock
	Must be completed every year

	
	Non-GMO/Untreated Seed forms
	Must be completed every year

	5
	Pest/Insect/Weed/Disease Management
	
	
	

	6
	Greenhouse/High Tunnel Production
	
	
	

	7
	Split, Parallel, and Buffer Production
	
	
	

	8
	Harvest, Post-Harvest, Storage & Marketing
	
	
	

	Materials List
	Must be completed every year
     No materials/inputs of any kind used

	10
	Livestock Certification Intentions
	
	
	

	11
	Livestock Feed
	
	
	

	12
	Livestock Health Care Practices
	
	
	

	13
	Livestock Living Conditions
	
	
	


If any changes have been made to your Organic System Plan, submit a copy of the page(s) containing those changes with your renewal papers and keep a copy for your file.  There are a few ways to do this:

· Make a copy of the applicable pages in your previous year’s Organic System Plan, update those pages, make a copy for your records, and submit the other copy to us with your application materials.

· Go to http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/AgDiversification/producersPage.asp, print off the applicable pages, complete them, make a copy for your records, and submit the other copy to us with your application materials.

· If you have not kept a copy of your previous year’s application, you may ask IDALS to make a copy and send it to you.  The copying fee is $25.  Once received, update applicable pages, make a copy for your records, and submit the other copy to us with your application materials.

15. Provide a brief summary of the changes you made; include applicable sections and page numbers.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

16.-19. Reserved
Affirmation

I affirm that all statements made in this application are true and correct. I agree to pay all applicable fees and follow Organic Program regulations. I agree to cooperate fully with an organic inspector representing the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) for the purpose of conducting a scheduled inspection of my organic operation. I understand that the operation may be subject to unannounced inspection and/or sampling for residues at any time. If residue testing is deemed necessary, I agree to allow a representative of the IDALS to collect the required samples. If any significant changes are planned prior to the next annual inspection, I will inform the Organic Agriculture Program of the IDALS.  
Signature of Operator __________________________________________ Date ___________________

Be sure to keep a copy of your organic system plan and other supporting documents as part of your record keeping system.

Section 4: Seeds and Planting Stock

NOP §205.204(a) states “The producer must use organically grown seeds, annual seedlings, and planting stock: Except, that, 1) Nonorganically produced, untreated seeds and planting stock may be used to produce an organic crop when an equivalent organically produced variety is not commercially available: Except, that, organically produced seed must be used for the production of edible sprouts; 2) Nonorganically produced seeds and planting stock that have been treated with a substance included on the National List of synthetic substances allowed for use in organic crop production may be used to produce an organic crop when an equivalent organically produced or untreated variety is not commercially available; 3) Nonorganically produced annual seedlings may be used to produce an organic crop when a temporary variance has been granted in accordance with §205.290(a)(2); 4) Nonorganically produced planting stock to be used to produce a perennial crop may be sold, labeled, or represented as organically produced only after the planting stock has been maintained under a system of organic management for a period of no less than 1 year; and 5) Seeds, annual seedlings, and planting stock treated with prohibited substances may be used to produce an organic crop when the application of the materials is a requirement of Federal or State phytosanitary regulations.
37. List all seeds and seedlings planted, or intended to be planted, in this coming crop year.  Include seeds for organic and transitional fields.  You may attach your own list but it must include all of the information below.

	Crop/

Planting Stock
	Variety
	Type
	Status2
	Dealer/ Source
	Seed Trt/ Inoculant3
	Inspector Use Only

	
	
	Seed
	Seedling1
	
	
	
	# units
	Tag(s) avail?
	Other docs
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1Annual seedlings must be organic.  If purchased, ask for current organic certificates and keep with your records to show the inspector.  2 O = certified organic; U= untreated non-organic seed; T = treated non-organic seed; G = genetically modified seed; 3 Include inoculants and seed treatments on materials used form.

38. If you are not using all organic seeds, or you haven’t purchased your seed for this year yet, are selected seeds commercially available as organic?    __Yes    __No              
a. If yes, why did/might you purchase untreated seed instead of organic seed?
b. Have you documented your organic seed search?   __Yes    __No              

Have your seed search documents (with at least 3 sources contacted) available for the inspector

39. What type of documentation do you keep for seed/seedlings used?

__Organic certificates
__Non-GMO Affidavits
__Invoices

__Transaction certificates

__Bin records
__Seed tags
__Seed search
__Safe Seed Pledge
Save Documentation for the inspector
Office Use:


Application Fee Received:			Y	N


Date Received:  ________		Fee Code 41


Ruminant Fee (if applicable) Rec’d:	Y	N


Date Received:  ________		








Form # A 135          PC,PL-DE15e

