
Questions & Answers Regarding Cost-Share 2010-11 
 
1.  What does the Date of New/Updated/Revised Certification mean? 
This is the date the organic certificate was revised for the current year.  Usually, this 
means the most recent date put on your most recent certificate.  It is NOT the date of the 
inspection or the original certificate date. 
 
2.  Why is the Cost-Share Program offered? 
The federal government offers this program as an incentive to organic farmers and 
handlers.  Cost-Share assistance allows a reimbursement of 75% of the cost of 
certification, up to a maximum of $750.  In Iowa, the Iowa Department of Agriculture & 
Land Stewardship (IDALS) administers the program for all organic farmers and handlers 
that are in Iowa, regardless of who their certifier is. 
 
3.  What are “user” fees? 
Some certifiers charge a percentage of the sale each time a certified item is sold.  IDALS 
does not have “user” fees but many other certifiers do. 
 
4.  What is the deadline for submitting the Cost-Share application? 
The deadline for having applications in the IDALS office is no later than November 15, 
2011.  This includes all applications with a new or revised/updated date from October 1, 
2010 through September 30, 2011.   
 
5.  Why should I send my application early when I have not paid all of my user fees 
for the Cost-Share period? 
The reimbursement is 75% of your certification expenses, with a maximum 
reimbursement of $750.  When adding your application fee, inspection fee, certification 
fee, and user fees, these expenses only need to total $1,000 to get the maximum refund of 
$750. 
 
6.  How long will it take to receive my refund check? 
If everything is submitted, the check will be sent in less than one month after IDALS 
receives the application. 
 
7.  Why do I need a Social Security number or Federal Tax ID number? 
IDALS’s Accounting Bureau needs either one in order to process and write the check 
sent as the reimbursement of fees.  That number shows to whom the check will be 
written, whether it is an individual or a corporation (or business). 
 


