[OWA DEPARTMENT OF AGRIULTURE AND LAND STEWARDSHIP
AGRICULTURAL DIVERSIFICATION & MARKET DEVELOPMENT BUREAU

RGANIC

2007 AFFLICATION DEADLINE APPROACHING

If you missed the March 15th dead-
line to submit your application,
please be aware that the applica-
tion fee is now $200. All applica-
tions must be post-marked no later
than May 31. Please be diligent
about proofreading your application
and submitting all forms. Inspec-
tions will not be scheduled until all

paper work has been accurately
submitted along with the applica-
tion fee.

If you have questions or need as-
sistance, you may contact Mary
Nieland at 515-281-7656. Forms
may also be obtained online at
www.agriculture.state.ia.us.

OQUR INPUT REVIEW PROCE.SS

In an effort to keep up with the
ever-changing list of allowed and
prohibited products, we are making
some changes to our product re-
view process. By stream-lining our
process we hope to be able to pro-
vide quicker responses to your
product questions. Although this
takes time to implement, we be-
lieve that both our staff and our
customers will reap the benefits.
You can help by taking some pre-
liminary steps before submitting
labels for review. First, gather all
the pertinent information such as
the correct product name, the
name of the manufacturer or dis-
tributor of the product and a list of

all product ingredients. With this
information in hand, review the Na-
tional List of Allowed and Prohib-
ited Materials (NOP Regulations
sections 205.600-205.606) as ap-
plicable. If you are able to deter-
mine that the products would not
be allowed for use, there is no
need to submit the label as we util-
ize the same lists. If you cannot
determine the acceptability, you
may submit the label for review.
Please allow ample time for prod-
uct review and staff response. Do
not incorporate any questionable
products into your organic system
until they have been approved by
our office.

OUR MAILING ADDRE.SS

When mailing information to our office, in addition to addressing your en-
velope to the lowa Department of Agriculture, you must also put “Organic
Program” on it to make sure we receive it in a timely manner.
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OGRANIC NEWS

SAVE. TIME, BE PREFARED

Inspections with our organic inspectors will occur
only after all proper paperwork has been suc-
cessfully submitted. An inspector will be contact-
ing you to set up an appointment. By being well
organized and prepared, you can save yourself

CROP INSPECTIONS
Be sure to have ready:
e Seed Invoices, Seed Tags
e Documentation of manure, fertilizer & other
input applications
e Equipment Cleaning documentation
e Field activity log
e Water and/or soil test results

e If you have been previously certified, have
crop storage logs, sales documentation, clean
transportation documentation, records of
buffer harvest disposition & copies of ATCs/
TCs

and us a lot of time and avoid unnecessary de-
lays in receiving your 2007 certificates. The fol-
lowing checklist should help you be ready for
your inspection by having all supporting docu-
ments ready at the time of the visit.

LIVESTOCK INSPECTIONS

Be sure to have ready:

Transactions Certificates for organic feed pur-
chased from other farmers

Invoices for organic feed purchased from certi-
fied feed mills

Transaction Certificates for organic livestock
purchased

Herd or flock health records
Hauling records
Sales documentation

THINKING OF A DIFFERENT VENUE?

HOwW ABOUT JAFAN?

We applaud the efforts and hard work of one
lowa processor certified by IDALS that under-
took the challenges of going global. Tami
Garman of Happle Gourmet Foods, LLC knows
firsthand the trials and tribulations of the world of
export. Two thousand certified organic apple,
blueberry and cherry pies were shipped to Japan
last December. She attributes much of the suc-
cess to partnering with the right firm. Macsei
Industries Corporation of Los Angeles was in-
strumental in making product connections and
the marketing aspect. Japan is very methodical
in verifying all products used. Pictures were
taken of every ingredient label as well as the
equipment used and the kitchen in which the
pies were prepared. Tami advises that flow
sheets and diligent tracking of all incoming and
outgoing products is a necessity. Even though
the exchange rate is currently quite favorable, it
may take some time to reap the expected finan-
cial gain.

Japan has a compliance statement that must be
met; in addition to meeting the organic standards
established by the United States. Japan’s com-
pliance statement specifies that any products
covered under the export certificate (TM-11)
must not include any of the following ingredients:
Alkali-extracted humic acid, lignin sulfonate or
potassium bicarbonate. IDALS is listed by the
USDA/NOP as an Accredited Certifying Agent
approved to issue TM-11 Export Certificates un-
der an export arrangement to Japan. If you are
considering entering into such an agreement and
would like us to assist you with this, please allow
yourself and us ample time to complete the nec-
essary documentation as this is a crucial part of
the process. More information can be obtained
on the National Organic Program website at:
http://www.ams.usda.gov/nop/NOP/Trade.html
or you may contact Tammy Stotts at
tammy.stotts@idals.state.ia.us or 515-281-7657.

Congratulations to Happle Gourmet Foods, LLC!



PAGE 3

ORGANIC NEWS

DO HAVE TO PLANT ORGANIC SEED?

This is a question often
asked by organic crop pro-
ducers. The answer is,
“Yes, you must plant ALL
organic seeds, but ......
there are a few excep-
tions.” NOP §205.204 (a)
(1) gives the exception
that is most often applica-
ble. It states
“Nonorganically produced,
untreated seeds and planting stock may be used to pro-
duce an organic crop when an equivalent organically pro-
duced variety is not commercially available.”

Lets start with the easy part. The exception is to allow
the planting of UNTREATED Non-GMO seed. Seed
treated with fungicides such as Maxim, Apron, Captan,
etc (the pink stuff or other bright color on seed) is always
prohibited for organic production and for production in
transition to organic. Any land that has this treated seed
planted on it will not be eligible for organic certification for
three years. Under NO circumstance will planting the
treated seed be allowed. Do not be confused, because
some certifiers prior to the NOP in 2002 did allow treated
seed as a last resort. This is no longer acceptable.

So, untreated and non-GMO seed is allowed when “an
equivalent organically produced variety is not commer-
cially available.” To illustrate how this is interpreted, sev-
eral questions that have been asked by producers are
listed below followed with the answer to the question.

Canl ...

plant untreated seed because it yields 148 bu/
acre and organic yields 143 bu/acre? No, the yields
are very comparable. It sounds like you have found an
equivalent organically produced variety.

continue planting untreated seed because in
last year’s test plot of five organic varieties suited for
my farm planted side-by side with untreated varie-
ties, the closest yield was 148 vs. 98? Yes, thisis a
huge yield difference. The farmer should provide test
plot data and continue to try new organic seed that is re-
leased for his area.

use untreated peaches and cream sweet corn
because there is no organic peaches and cream
sweet corn and the people at the farmers’ market will
only buy peaches and cream? Yes, please have docu-
mentation available showing no availability and customer
preferences.

buy untreated bush beans because | will save
50% on my seed bill? — No, cost is not mentioned as an
exception.

buy untreated seed from my neighbor buddy,
Bill, because that’s all he sells and | have bought
seed from him for the past 30 years? — No, there are
other seed dealers that do sell organic seed. Maybe Bill
will consider handling organic seed too.

buy untreated seed because the closest
dealer for organic seed is 150 miles away? — No, or-
ganic seed is still available to you. If you don’t want to
drive that far, there are delivery services that make it
commercially available.

plant my transitional oats that are in my bin
on my organic land, rather than buy organic seed
oats? No, transitional oats are not organic seed.

plant non-organic rye because I am just using
it as a cover crop? No, all seeds planted on organic
land need to be organic whether you harvest them or not.

plant untreated leaf-hopper resistant alfalfa
seed, because no organic alfalfa seed offers the leaf-
hopper resistant trait? Yes, as long as this trait is not
from a GMO, and you provide documentation that it is not
available.

plant untreated HBI-673 food-grade soybeans
because the contract | signed requires HBI-673 food-
grade soybeans, and this variety is not available as
organic? Yes, have contract available for the inspector
to view.

wash the seed treatment off to make my
treated seed into untreated seed? No.

plant 80 acres of untreated popcorn seed be-
cause organic popcorn seed is only available in 5 oz
packets? Yes.

plant untreated seed because all the seed
companies said they sold out of the organic seed in
March and I didn’t order until the end of April? Yes,
next year try to order the seed earlier, and get documen-
tation of this shortage from all the seed companies.

Hopefully these examples will help you understand what
is meant by the rule. Most of the seed that is being
planted on organic land is certified organic, and the pro-
ducers have been able to find seed varieties that perform
very well on their farm. We expect producers to follow
the intent of the regulation, and to not abuse this excep-
tion that is necessary in certain situations.
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Wallace State Office Building
Ag Diversification and Market Development Bureau
502 E 9th Street
Des Moines, lowa 50319

WWW.agri culture.state.ia.us

Please direct questions/comments regarding newsletter to:
tammy.stotts@idals.statc.ia.us
Phone: 515-281-7657
Fax: 515-281-6178

STAFF

Maury Wills

Bureau Chief

515-281-5783

maury. wills@jidals.state.ia.us

Matthew Miller

Organic Inspector
515-281-4128
matt.miller@jdals.state.ia.us

HELP ON THE. WAY?

Legislative sessions always
seem busier and more hectic
when you’re hoping for a par-
ticular outcome. The Depart-
ment’s Organic Certification
Program has grown tremen-
dously over the past eight years
serving only 30 clients in our
first year to over 250 clients last
year! It has always been our
goal to provide prompt and pro-
fessional certification ser-
vices. With the rapid growth
that we’ve experienced we've
been forced to become more
and more efficient. Thisis a
good thing. However, there are serve you even better!

limitations to such efficien-

cies. As you know, there are
times on the farm when you just
need more help regardless of
how efficient you’ve be-

come. That's where we've
been over the past year. While
the number of clients we serve
has dramatically increased, our
staff number has not. The
good news is that our request
for additional staff has been
heard. We will know by the end
of the legislative session if in
fact the position is authorized
and funded. If so we hope to

Geraldine Fridlington

Organic Documentation Specialist
515-242-6343

geraldine. fridlington(@idalss.state.ia.us

Mary Nieland

Input Specialist

515-281-7656

mary. nieland@jidals.state.ia.us

Tammy Stotts

Marketing Specialist
515-281-7657

tammy. stotts@jidals.state.ia.us

AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

Monitor the markets from your
own home and at your conven-
ience. Not all technological ad-
vances are welcome; however
one you can easily embrace
whole-heartedly is the ease of
getting the latest market news.
There are many sites that offer
market information. One such

site offering current organic
market information is the
USDA'’s Agricultural Marketing
Service. The Upper Midwest
Organic Price Report is offered
on a bi-weekly basis and can
be obtained by going to: http://
www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/
nw_gr113.txt.

FPLEASE BE THOROUGH

Applications for organic certification are being re-
ceived in our office on a daily basis; however, a
number of the applications are being submitted
with incomplete data and/or missing pages.

We handle a lot of paper and if your application is
not complete, it forces us to handle your applica-
tion multiple times until it is completed. We are
on a seasonal timeline, much like you are, and
staying on track is very important in getting certifi-
cates out to you in a timely manner.

When your application packet arrives, it is date-
stamped, entered into the database, and reviewed
to make sure all of the necessary documents are
included and sufficiently completed. If you have
already submitted your application and it is not
complete, your application will be placed on hold
and we will send you a letter requesting additional

information. It's very important that you respond
promptly to our request. Your cooperation and
timely attention are important to expedite the appli-
cation process.

If you haven’t yet submitted your application,
please review the instructions and the application
documents thoroughly before sending it in. In addi-
tion, we suggest you make a copy of your entire
packet for your reference. We’re counting on you
to make your application legible, accurate and ab-
solutely complete. By spending more time com-
pleting paper work prior to submittal, you will save
yourself and our staff both time and energy. If you
have a question pertaining to the application,
please feel free to give us a call.

Thank you for your cooperation.
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