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To: Sensitive Crops Directory Producers: 

From: Paul Ovrom / Iowa Dept of Agriculture  

Re: how to acquire GPS coordinates using Google Maps 

 

This memo is for those of you who do not have GPS latitude and longitude numbers in the Iowa Sensitive Crops Directory 

but would like to include them in your site information.  Please note that it is not a requirement to have these numbers – 

the Directory requires either the legal description (township, range, section, ¼ of section, etc.) or the latitude and 

longitude numbers.  But you can include both if you wish.  Please note that the Township name is a required field for both 

of these types of site descriptions (legal and GPS coordinates). 

 
On the Sensitive Crops Directory, underneath the input boxes for latitude and longitude are examples in parentheses of 

how to put the numbers in: both numbers should be rounded to the fifth decimal point and drop the negative symbol for 

the longitude. 

 

These instructions are for Microsoft users – sorry I don’t know the ins and outs for Mac, etc., users, but I suspect they are 

similar.   

 

You can find these GPS numbers by going to Google Maps at https://maps.google.com/ .  If an address is associated with 

your sensitive crop or apiary site, type that into the Google Maps bar at the top of the screen and hit enter (enter the town 

and state along with the street address: “45323 Jasper Rd, Jasper, IA”).  On the right hand side of the screen, make sure 

you are in “satellite” mode.  You should now see a satellite image of your site.  Select the center of your production site 

(or near your beehives) and right click your mouse.  Some options will appear on the screen, and select the “What’s Here” 

option.  A green arrow will appear on the satellite image, and in the Google bar at the top of the screen your GPS latitude 

and longitude numbers will appear (for example: 40.759966,-91.968799 – these will need to be entered into the Directory 

as: 40.75997 and 91.96880 – note the numbers have been rounded to five decimal points and the negative symbol has 

been dropped from the longitude number).  For the Sensitive Crops Directory one centrally-located reading is all that is 

required for each site.  Finally, select the button next to the “Measured (GPS)” found underneath the latitude and 

longitude numbers. 

 

If an address is not associated with your sensitive crop site or hive, you can enter the township name, county, and state in 

the Google Maps bar (for example, “Bonaparte Township, Van Buren County, IA”) and Google Maps will take you to a 

satellite image of the township.  From there, you can zoom in and/or drag the picture around using your mouse or 

touchpad until you’ve centered over your production site.  Once there, you can right click your mouse and obtain the 

latitude and longitude numbers as described above in the previous paragraph. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

 

Paul Ovrom 

Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 

502 E 9
th
 St – Wallace Building 

Des Moines IA 50319 

P 515-242-6239 

F 515-242-5015 
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Latitude and longitude to five decimal 

points, and drop the negative symbol for 

the longitude. 


