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Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
 

Grape and Wine Development Fund Program 
 

 
 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
 
 
Applicant Eligibility 
 
Financial assistance may be awarded to those applicants beginning or engaged in grape 
growing or winemaking in Iowa, based upon a sound business plan that demonstrates the 
viability of the proposed operations.  To every extent feasible, the programs shall provide 
assistance to persons located in all regions of the state.   
 
Application Deadlines 
 
Deadlines for submitting applications are March 31, June 30, September 30, and 
December 31. 
 
Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) will notify applicants on the 
status of their proposal within two months after the submission deadline. 
 
Financial Assistance Priorities 
 
Project proposals should innovatively address specific needs of the grape and wine industry 
as a whole.  Project outcomes should benefit more than just a single vineyard or winery.  
Proposals to fund promotional events, such as wine festivals or wine trails, will require the 
participation of at least three wineries.  Profits from promotional events shall be dedicated to 
sustaining future promotional events and may not be distributed back to the participants.  
Projects which request funds for advertising are acceptable.   Proposals to purchase 
equipment or supplies for the sole use of an individual vineyard or winery are not considered 
a priority.   
 
Eligible Expenditures 
 
Applicants may request, up to $10,000 or with the mutual consent of the department and the 
commission up to $25,000, financial assistance for costs including, but not limited to; 
planning and implementing educational forums, including, but not limited to, workshops; 
developing, printing and distributing educational materials, including, but not limited to, 
hand-outs for workshops and public awareness/education pamphlets; salaries directly related 
to the implementation and operation of the project; research/laboratory equipment and 
supplies directly related to the implementation and operation of the project; vineyard 
trellising materials, grape plants, cuttings, chemicals, and site preparation costs directly 
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related to the implementation and operation of the project; winery equipment and building 
costs directly related to the implementation and operation of the project.   
 
Applicants may request, up to $5,000 or with the mutual consent of the department and the 
commission up to $10,000, financial assistance for material loss of grape crop, secondary 
grape products, research/laboratory equipment and supplies caused by fire, damaging 
weather, natural occurrence, or a related condition. 
 
Ineligible Expenditures 
 
Financial assistance can not be used to pay for land acquisitions, taxes, vehicle registration, 
overhead expenses or indirect costs, legal costs, contingency funds, proposal preparation, 
contractual project administration, costs for which payment has or will be received under 
another federal, state, or private funding program, costs for which insurance will cover any 
loss for which the applicant has requested funding, political or lobbying activities. 
 
Financial assistance cannot be used to purchase promotional items, such as wine glasses or 
T-Shirts, which are intended for resale. 
 
Application Requirements 
 
Applicants must complete and submit the following information as part of their application 
package:   
 

a. Request for Financial Assistance Form 
b. Project Information Narrative – limited to 5 pages (Exclusive of supporting 

documents) 
c. Budget Information Form 
d. Supporting documents including letters or other evidence of commitment by 

cooperators, contractors, resource providers, or other partners. 
 
Application packages that do not contain this information will not be considered. 
 
Project Information Narrative 
 
Project Information Narrative should include: 

• Project Title. 
• Eligibility Statement – Provide an explanation of the applicants involvement in grape 

growing or winemaking and an assurance statement of ownership or leasing of a 
vineyard or winery in Iowa. 

• Executive Summary. (200 words or less) 
• Background Statement – Provide information regarding past, current, and/or expected 

future events, conditions, or actions that justify the need for the project. 
• Problem Statement – State and document the specific issue or problem and indicate 

how the project will overcome that issue or problem. 
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• Goals and Objectives – Provide a clear statement that indicates the ultimate goal(s) 
and objective(s) of the project. 

• Work Plan and Resource Requirements – Provide a statement that describes the 
planned scope of work, the anticipated stages of work, and their associated timelines 
and resources required to complete the project.  Identify who will do the work, 
whether collaborative arrangements or subcontractors will be used, the amount of 
resources that will be provided by collaborators (if any) and the role(s) and 
responsibilities of each collaborator or project partner. 

• Budget Information 
Salaries – To the extent possible, state the number of people drawing a salary, 
their estimated hours spent on the project, their hourly rate, and fringe benefits 
paid. 
 
Travel – Indicate the anticipated number of people who will be traveling, their 
mode of travel, the number of days of travel, their destination, and cost of 
meals, lodging, etc., as applicable. 
 
Equipment & Rentals – List separately each anticipated item of equipment 
and its cost. 
 
Supplies – Provide a list and projected expenditures. 
 
Contractual – List the general categories of services provided and indicate if 
the expense represents a flat fee for services or list the hourly rate and the 
anticipated number of hours. 
 

• Administrative Capacity – Describe the experience or qualifications of the project 
leader. 

• Expected Outcomes – Describe what results are expected to be accomplished by the 
project and how the success of the project will be measured. 

• Benefits to the Iowa Grape Growing and Wine Making Industry. 
 
Criteria For Selecting Proposals 
 
Applications are reviewed by the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship.  
Ranking and financial assistance recommendations are based on the following criteria: 
 

a. Need for the project and the benefits to the Iowa grape  
growing and wine making industry.     (20%) 

b. The soundness of a Project Information Narrative.   (15%) 
c. The reasonableness of the budget.     (15%)  
d. The innovation of the project.      (10%) 
e. The sustainability of the project.     (10%) 
f. The ease in duplicating project outcomes.    (10%) 
g. Degree of collaboration or partnership.    (20%) 
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Recipient’s Responsibilities 
 

• Monitor the performance of all activities and ensure that the work is completed within 
the established time frame. 

• Ensure funds are used only for expenses covered by the approved project. 
• Ensure proper accounting procedures are followed. 
• Provide (IDALS) with a copy of any contract or secondary agreement relating to the 

project. 
• Immediately notify (IDALS) of any problems, delays, or adverse condition that might 

impair the completion of the project. 
• Notify (IDALS) in writing at least 60 days prior to the project completion date if a 

time extension is needed to complete the project.  State the reason why a time 
extension is needed and specify a new completion date. 

• Submit a six-month progress and financial reports and, no later than 90 days after 
completion of the project, submit a final report.  The six-months reports should be a 
brief summary of activities performed, milestones achieved, and a financial report 
covering expenses to date based upon the approved project.  The final reports which 
will include results, accomplishments, and a detailed financial report, including 
receipts, are due within 90 days after the end of the project.  Any information or data 
derived from an Iowa Grape and Wine Development Fund Program must be made 
available to (IDALS) which reserves the right to share these results with the general 
public.  (Projects that are less than six months shall require only a final report.) 

• Keep all reports, data, financial information and other pertinent information for a 
minimum of three years after completion of project. 

• The following copy must be included on all printed materials and advertisements 
relating to the project:  “Funds for this project were provided through the Grape and 
Wine Development Fund from the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship.” 

 
Additional copies of the Request for Proposal for the Grape and Wine Development Fund 
Program are available through the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, 
Wallace State Office Building, 502 E. 9th Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50319, or visit the 
IDALS website http://www.agriculture.state.ia.us. 
 
Please submit the completed Request for Proposal to the attention of Mike Bevins, State 
Horticulturist, Grape & Wine Development Fund Program, Iowa Department of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship, Wallace State Office Building, 502 E. 9th Street,  
Des Moines, Iowa 50319. 
 
For more information about qualifying for financial assistance and application requirements, 
please contact Mike Bevins at 515-242-5043. 
 


