




The latest NOAA temperature outlook for winter 2015-2016 (i.e., December 2015 

through February 2016) calls for a 35% to 50% chance of above normal temperatures 

across Iowa.  The chances increase from north to south across the state. 

 

For the latest NOAA temperature and precipitation outlooks, see 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/ . 



The latest NOAA precipitation outlook for winter 2015-2016 (i.e., December 2015 

through February 2016) calls for equal chances (EC) of above, near or below normal 

precipitation.  “Equal Chances” for precipitation means that there is not a strong 

indication of precipitation trends for this particular winter at this time.  Above normal 

precipitation is favored just southwest of Iowa, and below normal precipitation is 

favored just north and east of Iowa however. 

 

For the latest NOAA temperature and precipitation outlooks, see 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/ . 



This map shows temperature departures from normal of the strongest El Niños since 

1950.  A strong El Niño is expected to prevail for this winter.  A strong signal for 

above normal temperatures is apparent, with Iowa temperatures ranging from about 

2.0 to 3.0 degrees above normal.  Five out of seven years were above normal at both 

Des Moines and Waterloo, or 71% of the time.  Thus, although El Niño does not 

guarantee a warm winter, it tends to shift the probabilities in that direction.  Note that 

the historical tendencies of above normal temperatures across Iowa during strong El 

Niños aligns well with the current NOAA temperature outlook for Winter 2015-2016. 

 

For more information on the impacts of El Niño on Iowa’s weather, see the following 

page on the NWS Des Moines Website:  

http://nws.weather.gov/blog/nwsdesmoines/2015/09/02/el-nino-impacts-in-iowa/ . 



This map shows precipitation departures from normal of the strongest El Niños since 

1950.  A strong El Niño is expected to prevail for this winter.  A signal for above 

normal precipitation is apparent across the southern half of the Midwest including 

Iowa—although the signal for above normal precipitation for Iowa is not as strong as 

the signal for above normal temperatures.  On average, Iowa trends wetter during 

strong El Niño episodes with the highest departures across southern parts of the 

state.  Note that the historical tendencies of above normal precipitation across Iowa 

during strong El Niños differs from the current NOAA temperature outlook for Winter 

2015-2016.  Keep in mind that not all strong El Niño winters bring above normal 

precipitation to Iowa—it is only an average.  Some past El Niño winters have brought 

near and below normal precipitation to Iowa as well. 

 

For more information on the impacts of El Niño on Iowa’s weather, see the following 

page on the NWS Des Moines Website:  

http://nws.weather.gov/blog/nwsdesmoines/2015/09/02/el-nino-impacts-in-iowa/ . 



The map shows 14-day average streamflows compared to normal for this time of 

year.  Data is provided by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), Iowa Water Science 

Center.  Record high flows for this time of year exist across western and northern 

Iowa, as well as central and eastern portions of the state.  Much above normal 

streamflows for this time of year exist across most other parts of the state.  The graph 

shows the average streamflow index for the entire state over the past 45 days.  On 

average, statewide average streamflows have been above normal for the past 45 

days, and have increased relative to normal during that time. 







Stay up to date on the latest forecasts and warnings at the Des Moines National 

Weather Service website at http://www.weather.gov/desmoines .  Further decision 

support information can be found in the Local information menu, and selecting 

Decision Support. 



You can also stay weather aware and find us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, NOAA 

All Hazards weather radio and through your favorite radio and television station.   




