
Water Resources Coordinating Council 
Friday November 14, 2014 

9:00-11:30 AM 
Urbandale Public Library - 3520 86th St. Urbandale, IA 

WRCC Website:  http://www.agriculture.state.ia.us/WRCC.asp 

MINUTES 

9:15 - Welcome & Introductions 
The meeting started at 9:15 AM. Approximately 35 total in attendance between WRCC and the public.  

 
9:20 – WRCC Member Updates (All) 
Iowa DOT (Marler) - Member of Bridge Team discussed pilot studies they are doing on bridge vulnerability relating to 
flooding and hydraulics. Pilots are on Cedar and South Skunk Rivers.  
 

Iowa DOT provided comments on WOTUS. Also discussed web application that allows the public to view cameras 
mounted on snowplows. 
 

All salt and sand is under roofs and protected from runoff. Also, wastewater is recycled at shops and used as brine. 
 

Iowa DNR (Ehm) - SIMRA is meeting on Monday, November 17. Schnieders- Gave NRS update and distributed a 
summary handout of point source permits status.  
 

USGS (Richards) - New publication available on model of Missouri River in 2011 floods with and without reservoirs. 
Also a publication available on real-time nitrate sensors in place on Mississippi River. Sensors are showing 
underestimation of loads in modeling. Nitrate concentrations are higher now than normal. 
 

ISU (Lawrence) - ICM Conference is December 2-3 for CCAs. Breakout on role of agribusiness in implementation of 
NRS.  
 

INRC funded a 2nd year of projects. First reports are coming in on those projects in addition to first year projects.  
 

Measures Subcommittee- FSA Land Use data is now summarized, along with WIRB and IDALS data. NRCS data is now 
received and should be summarized by end of calendar year. 
 

NRCS (Adkins)- Data access issues are being addressed that will allow IDALS and other partners to look at summary 
data of federally-funded conservation practices.  
 

Staffing changes are being implemented. Getting technicians back in the field and contract staff working on 
administrative issues.  
 

Conservation planning signup is underway- intended to be a workload planning initiative. Chief Weller is in DM this 
week and has emphasized this. Adkins highlighted Heartland Coop initiatives and efforts to get certified planners 
among their staff.  
 

Iowa NRCS is one of 10 states piloting a conservation planning interface (Resource Stewardship Point). Goal is to 
make planning process more interactive and useful to conservation customer. Would be web-based and help get 
producers started on plan development. The pilot in Iowa is being done on a 5-county level. 
 

RCPP announcements delayed until early December.  
 

EPA Region 7 (Flournoy) - Hypoxia TF met October 20-23 in Alton, IL. All 12 states now have some form of an NRS. 
Extensive discussion held on monitoring and measurement. Goal is to refine parameters and establish consistency.  
 

USACE (Deschenes)- Discussion on use of 519 program to further NRS and potentially to do IA-Cedar study. Response 
from Northey- WRCC cannot make this type of commitment as a coordinating body, but individual agencies with 
interest can inform the Corps of their interest. IDALS is not opposed to the project, but does not have the required 
resources to commit. 

http://www.agriculture.state.ia.us/WRCC.asp


 

Working on an updated hydraulic analysis of the Mississippi River basin. Work in Des Moines river basin is underway 
and USACE would like to accelerate. They envision a multi-state effort to implement this.  
 

Des Moines watershed is being reviewed as potential Sustainable Rivers watershed.  
 

Update on Hydro Power Plant construction at Red Rock Dam.  
 

Flood Risk management continues in Des Moines and Cedar Rapids.  
 

There is a mat sinking operation wrapping up in the Memphis area that is impacting navigation on the Mississippi 
River as a whole. USACE is aware of the delays and working to minimize navigation impacts. Operation should finish 
over next few days. 
 

IDALS (Northey)- Hypoxia Task Force -Press release on NRCS & USGS new partnership to measure conservation 
impacts on water quality was distributed and discussed. 
 

Spring 2015 meeting tentatively slated during week of May 18-22 at Ohio State University in Columbus 
 

Water Quality Initiative (Lechtenberg)- WQI Demo projects 3rd RFA update- Pre-applications are due November 17. 
 

WQI Urban RFA is out- Applications are due December 19. 
 

First year of initial projects is wrapping up and Annual Reviews are being scheduled. Cover Crop Workshop is 
scheduled for February 17-18 at Sheraton in West Des Moines.  
 

Gillespie discussed cost-share report and review of last year, which was a record year for the program, even with 
delays due to weather conditions.  
 

Hansen gave brief information on number and coverage of watershed projects.  
 

10:30 – US Fish & Wildlife Service - Gulf of Mexico Watershed Restoration 
Robert Clevenstine gave a presentation on USFWS Gulf Restoration efforts. A copy of his presentation is included 
with the meeting summary. (JH Note- see about including USFWS in Funding Summit in February) 
 

11:00 – Corps Regional Permit Update for Ponds, Dams, Waterways, and Grade Stabilization Structures  
Dan Hayes gave an update on the RP33 permit renewal process. Refresher on interpretive rule and its implications 
also. Joint meeting of EPA/USACE/NRCS at HQ was held yesterday, but no news to report from that. Working to 
ensure Corps is aware of upcoming spring workload which is forecast to be similar to last year. 
 

11:25 - WPAC Update 
Kinman provided the WPAC Update. The WPAC will meet later today and is working on their annual report to the 
Legislature. The IA League of Cities will present on nutrient trading and there will be a Field to Market presentation. 
September meeting highlighted WMAs and WQI demonstration projects. Both groups need funding to remain viable 
and to implement plans. 
 

11:30 - Other Topics 
No other topics- information was covered through regular course of meeting. 
 

11:30 - Public Comments (Please contain comment length to 3 minutes per person) 
Susan Heathcote, IEC- Water Monitoring in projects- restated importance of getting this in the projects. Also 
discussed OIG report submitted to EPA highlighting monitoring concerns as an issue in NRS implementation. Potential 
loss of continuous nitrate monitors due to lack of match. Would like to see those stay running and to look at ways to 
add more.  
 

Senator Bolkcom- WMA Comment and need to keep staffing in place. Can they dedicate staffing to it?  
 

11:45 - Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 AM. The next meeting will be held in January, date and location TBD. 
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FWS Region 3 Support  

for the  

Vision for a Healthy Gulf of Mexico Watershed 
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Background 
• April 2010 Deepwater Horizon Oil 

Spill 

• May 2010 EO 13543 established 
the Oil Spill Commission 

• June 2010 President appoints 
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus 

• September 2010 Mabus Report 

• October 2010 Gulf Coast 
Ecosystem Restoration Task Force 
established 

• January 2011 Oil Spill Commission 
Report 

• December 2011 GCER Task Force 
Report 

• July 2012 RESTORE Act passed 

• January 2013 A Path Forward to 
Restoring the Gulf Coast, A 
Comprehensive Plan 

• January 2013 FWS writing team 
assembled 

• July 2013 Vision released 
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Vision Background 
 As the Council planning for the distribution of Deepwater 

Horizon Oil Spill Settlement funds got underway in 2012, 
FWS Director requested a document to capture Service 
restoration priorities. 

 Distribution of restoration funding is focused on the 5 
State Gulf Coast Region, but…. 

 Participants recognized the Mississippi River Watershed 
role in the health of the Gulf of Mexico ecosystem 

- Theme carried through from Secretary of the Navy’s report 
- Secretary of the Interior and FWS Director requested 

inclusion of priority actions from Regions upstream in the 
MRB 

  



MRBI Ranking of Total Nitrogen Yields (Data from USDA) U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Eastern Tallgrass Prairie & Big Rivers LCC 

Vision Background 
  

Organized around 8 broad strategies: 

1. Use sound science 

2. Restore resources impacted by the DWH oil spill 

3. Create a network of public & private conservation lands 

4. Restore wetland and aquatic ecosystems 

5. Restore and conserve prairies and forests 

6. Protect and restore of coastal strand, barrier island and 
estuarine island habitats 

7. Conserve working lands  

8. Manage lands and waters for sustainable  populations of fish, 
wildlife, and their habitats 
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Vision Intent 
 Our goal was to capture: 

 1. A collective Service vision for the Gulf based on 
our priorities for restoration and capacity for 
collaborative conservation. 

 2. The most pressing conservation challenges on 
the Gulf and in the watershed. 

 3. Where those challenges are located. 

 4. How would those challenges be addressed. 
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Vision Development 
 FWS Regions within the Gulf Watershed all have a role in 

the long-term health of the GoM ecosystem. 

 The second week of February 2013, Regional ARDs and 
program chiefs were requested to consider and provide top 
broad programmatic priorities (vs a project list). 

 Context of what, where, and how. 
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Vision Development 
 Writing team synthesized input from Regional staff, 

and from field staff interviews around the Gulf region 
– R4 and R2. 

 R3 team member used information on Midwest land 
cover changes, SWAPs, JV species profiles, USGS 
SPARROW NRCS MRBI, along with LCC products. 

 Editing completed mid June, final approval by 
Director late June, internal release July 5. External 
release July 10, 2013. 
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R3 Priority Development 
What - Habitat What – Trust Resources 

 “Zoomed out” to R3 and 
Mississippi watershed 

 Grassland/prairie and 
associated wetlands are our 
most imperiled habitats. 

 Iowa has less than 1/10th of 1 
percent of original grassland 

 Indiana prairie and savanna 
99.9% gone, wetlands 85% 
gone 

 Illinois has a total of 4 mi2  of 
40,000 mi2  native prairie left 
in remnant patches 
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R3 Priority Development 
 Where? Habitat losses are “coincidentally” located in 

areas of greatest artificial drainage, and in high 
nutrient yielding watersheds. 
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R3 Priority Development 
 How – strategic focus of conservation delivery 

programs, supported by conservation planning and 
design aligned with partners. 

 Focus on high N-yield watersheds 

    identified through NRCS, USGS  

    SPARROW models and 

    partner input:  SWAPs, COAs, 

 NGO goals & objectives…. 

 



Focal Areas 

Laguna Madre 
& Rio Grande Valley 

Northern Gulf Coast 

Panhandle Beaches & Lands 

Big Bend Watershed 

Southwest Florida 

MS Alluvial Valley 

Prairie Potholes 

Upper MS Watershed 

TX Coastal Bend 

Austin’s Woods & Prairies 

Chenier Plain 

MS River Delta, Coastal  
Wetlands, Barrier Islands 

Rainwater Basin 

Atchafayala River 
Basin 
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Region 3 2013 Vision Priority 
 

Work in targeted watersheds with farmers 
and other private landowners to restore 
native grasses and prairie hydrology to 
reverse declines in grassland species and 
reduce the amount of nutrients transported 
to the mainstem Mississippi River. 
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 Region 3 2013 Vision Priority 
 

Focus on acquiring interests with positive 
impacts within and outside refuge 
boundaries. Examples include the 
proposed Grand Kankakee Marsh 
Conservation Area in Indiana, and 
additions to Neal Smith National Wildlife 
Refuge in Iowa.  These conservation lands 
would provide a complex of wetland, wet 
prairie, and prairie habitats, while 
reducing nutrient loss to the Illinois and 
Mississippi Rivers.  
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Region 3 2013 Vision Priority 
 

Collaborate with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
the State of Missouri, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
local interests in the St. Johns Bayou Basin and New Madrid 
Floodway to appropriately balance flood risk reduction and 
maintenance of floodplain ecosystem services.  

Alternate examples include the Iowa-Cedar River 
Interagency Team and the Upper Mississippi River 
Restoration Environmental Management Program 
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Vision Implementation 
 Next step is an implementation document, using 

example actions in Focal Areas built on measurable 
biological outcomes. 

 The document to include examples from a project 
database populated in R2, R3 R4, format in 
development, Spring 2015 completion date TBD. 

 So far over 200 proposals submitted, including 
partnership-driven actions that integrating support 
from and for partners through existing coordination 
mechanisms. 
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Organizing for Success 
• FWS Region 4 (Southeast) developed online database to 

capture proposed actions supporting the 5 goals. 

• Landscape Conservation Cooperative network engaged to 
bring partners together and align programs and 
conservation delivery 

– Eastern Tallgrass Prairie and Big Rivers organized back-
to-back multi-LCC workshops in Memphis around 
habitat and hypoxia in August. 

– Multi-LCC Project to map the “conservation estate”, 
examine habitat & species relationships, water quality, 
landowner interest, and identify opportunities for 
combining resources to achieve mutual objectives 
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Multi-LCC Project 
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Questions & Discussion 

http://www.fws.gov/gulfrestoration/pdf/VisionDocument.pdf 
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To Recap…… 


