Water Resources Coordinating Council
Friday November 14, 2014
9:00-11:30 AM

Urbandale Public Library - 3520 86th St. Urbandale, IA
WRCC Website: http://www.agriculture.state.ia.us/WRCC.asp

MINUTES

9:15 - Welcome & Introductions
The meeting started at 9:15 AM. Approximately 35 total in attendance between WRCC and the public.

9:20 — WRCC Member Updates (All)
lowa DOT (Marler) - Member of Bridge Team discussed pilot studies they are doing on bridge vulnerability relating to
flooding and hydraulics. Pilots are on Cedar and South Skunk Rivers.

lowa DOT provided comments on WOTUS. Also discussed web application that allows the public to view cameras
mounted on snowplows.

All salt and sand is under roofs and protected from runoff. Also, wastewater is recycled at shops and used as brine.

lowa DNR (Ehm) - SIMRA is meeting on Monday, November 17. Schnieders- Gave NRS update and distributed a
summary handout of point source permits status.

USGS (Richards) - New publication available on model of Missouri River in 2011 floods with and without reservoirs.
Also a publication available on real-time nitrate sensors in place on Mississippi River. Sensors are showing
underestimation of loads in modeling. Nitrate concentrations are higher now than normal.

ISU (Lawrence) - ICM Conference is December 2-3 for CCAs. Breakout on role of agribusiness in implementation of
NRS.

INRC funded a 2" year of projects. First reports are coming in on those projects in addition to first year projects.

Measures Subcommittee- FSA Land Use data is now summarized, along with WIRB and IDALS data. NRCS data is now
received and should be summarized by end of calendar year.

NRCS (Adkins)- Data access issues are being addressed that will allow IDALS and other partners to look at summary
data of federally-funded conservation practices.

Staffing changes are being implemented. Getting technicians back in the field and contract staff working on
administrative issues.

Conservation planning signup is underway- intended to be a workload planning initiative. Chief Weller is in DM this
week and has emphasized this. Adkins highlighted Heartland Coop initiatives and efforts to get certified planners
among their staff.

lowa NRCS is one of 10 states piloting a conservation planning interface (Resource Stewardship Point). Goal is to
make planning process more interactive and useful to conservation customer. Would be web-based and help get
producers started on plan development. The pilot in lowa is being done on a 5-county level.

RCPP announcements delayed until early December.

EPA Region 7 (Flournoy) - Hypoxia TF met October 20-23 in Alton, IL. All 12 states now have some form of an NRS.
Extensive discussion held on monitoring and measurement. Goal is to refine parameters and establish consistency.

USACE (Deschenes)- Discussion on use of 519 program to further NRS and potentially to do IA-Cedar study. Response
from Northey- WRCC cannot make this type of commitment as a coordinating body, but individual agencies with
interest can inform the Corps of their interest. IDALS is not opposed to the project, but does not have the required
resources to commit.


http://www.agriculture.state.ia.us/WRCC.asp

Working on an updated hydraulic analysis of the Mississippi River basin. Work in Des Moines river basin is underway
and USACE would like to accelerate. They envision a multi-state effort to implement this.

Des Moines watershed is being reviewed as potential Sustainable Rivers watershed.
Update on Hydro Power Plant construction at Red Rock Dam.
Flood Risk management continues in Des Moines and Cedar Rapids.

There is a mat sinking operation wrapping up in the Memphis area that is impacting navigation on the Mississippi
River as a whole. USACE is aware of the delays and working to minimize navigation impacts. Operation should finish
over next few days.

IDALS (Northey)- Hypoxia Task Force -Press release on NRCS & USGS new partnership to measure conservation
impacts on water quality was distributed and discussed.

Spring 2015 meeting tentatively slated during week of May 18-22 at Ohio State University in Columbus
Water Quality Initiative (Lechtenberg)- WQI Demo projects 3" RFA update- Pre-applications are due November 17.
WaQl Urban RFA is out- Applications are due December 19.

First year of initial projects is wrapping up and Annual Reviews are being scheduled. Cover Crop Workshop is
scheduled for February 17-18 at Sheraton in West Des Moines.

Gillespie discussed cost-share report and review of last year, which was a record year for the program, even with
delays due to weather conditions.

Hansen gave brief information on number and coverage of watershed projects.

10:30 - US Fish & Wildlife Service - Gulf of Mexico Watershed Restoration
Robert Clevenstine gave a presentation on USFWS Gulf Restoration efforts. A copy of his presentation is included
with the meeting summary. (JH Note- see about including USFWS in Funding Summit in February)

11:00 — Corps Regional Permit Update for Ponds, Dams, Waterways, and Grade Stabilization Structures
Dan Hayes gave an update on the RP33 permit renewal process. Refresher on interpretive rule and its implications
also. Joint meeting of EPA/USACE/NRCS at HQ was held yesterday, but no news to report from that. Working to
ensure Corps is aware of upcoming spring workload which is forecast to be similar to last year.

11:25 - WPAC Update
Kinman provided the WPAC Update. The WPAC will meet later today and is working on their annual report to the
Legislature. The IA League of Cities will present on nutrient trading and there will be a Field to Market presentation.
September meeting highlighted WMAs and WQI demonstration projects. Both groups need funding to remain viable
and to implement plans.

11:30 - Other Topics
No other topics- information was covered through regular course of meeting.

11:30 - Public Comments (Please contain comment length to 3 minutes per person)

Susan Heathcote, IEC- Water Monitoring in projects- restated importance of getting this in the projects. Also
discussed OIG report submitted to EPA highlighting monitoring concerns as an issue in NRS implementation. Potential
loss of continuous nitrate monitors due to lack of match. Would like to see those stay running and to look at ways to
add more.

Senator Bolkcom- WMA Comment and need to keep staffing in place. Can they dedicate staffing to it?

11:45 - Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 AM. The next meeting will be held in January, date and location TBD.



Water Resources Coordinating Council
Friday November 14, 2014
9:00-11:30 AM
Urbandale Public Library - 3520 86th St. Urbandale, 1A

WRCC Website: http://www.agriculture state.ia.us/WRCC.asp

AGENDA
9:00 - Welcome & Introductions
9:10 — WRCC Member Updates (All)
10:00 -Gulf of Mexico Watershed Restoration (US Fish & Wildlife Service)

10:30 - Corps Regional Permit Development for Ponds, Dams, Wat'erways, and
Grade Stabilization Structures

10:40 - WPAC Update
10:50 - Other Topics

11:10 - Public Comments (Please contain comment length to 3 minutes per
person)

11:30 - Adjourn

Future Meeting Dates/Locations:

January 2015 - TBD
March 2015~ TBD
May 2015 -TBD

July 2015 -TBD
September 2015 - TBD

November 2015 - TBD




WRCC Representative
Bill Northey

Terry Branstad
Julle Vande Hoef

Chuck Gipp
Bruce Trautman
Bill Ehim

Jim Gillespie
Jake Hansen

Mariannette Mitler-Meeks
Kenneth Sharp
Stu Schmitz

Mark Schouten
John Benson

Wendy Wintersteen
John Lawrence

Susan Curry
David Osterberg

Joel Haack
Maureen Clayton

Paul Trombino Il
Scott Marler

Debi Durham
Tim Whipple

Dave lamison
Lori Beary

Alec Scranton
Larry Weber

Kevin Richards

Jay Mar
Marty Adkins

John Whitaker

Bill Menner
Kate Sand

Karl Brooks
Karen Flournoy
Damon Frizzell

Colone! Mark Deschenes
Diane Karnish

Paosition
Secretary (WRCC Chair)

Governor
Designee

Director
Designee
Designee

Director
Designee

Director
Designee

Designee

Administrator
Desfgnee

Dean
Destgnee

Dean
Designee

Dean
Deslgnee

Director
Designee

Director
Designee

Executive Director
Designee

Dean
Designee

Director

State Conservationist
Designee

State Executive Director

State Director
Designee

Regional Administrator
Designee
Designee

Rock Istand District Commander
Designee

// (i -~ (rs..{

Water Resources Coordinating Council

Organization
lowa Department of Agriculture & tand Stewardship

Governor's Office
Governor's Office

lowa Department of Natural Resources
lowa Department of Natural Resources
lowa Department of Natural Resources

IDALS - Division of Soil Conservation
IDALS - Division of Soil Conservation

IA Department of Public Health
1A Department of Public Health
1A Department of Public Health

towa Homeland Security & Emergency Management
lowa Homeland Security & Emergency Management

College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, 15U
College of Agriculture and Life Sclences, I15U.

College of Public Health, University of lowa
College of Public Health, University of lowa

College of Humanities, Arts and Sciences, UN}
College of Humanities, Arts and Sciences, UNI

lowa Department of Transportation
lowa Department of Transportation

lowa Economic Development Authority
lowa Economic Development Authority

lowa Finance Authority
lowa Finance Authority

College of Engineering, University of lowa
College of Engineering, University of lowa

USGS, lowa Water Sclence Center

USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service

UsDA, Farm Services Agency

USDA, Rurat Development
USDA, Rurat Development

EPA-Region 7
EPA-Region 7
EPA-Region 7

US Army Corps of Engineers Rock Island District
Us Army Corps of Engineers Rock Island District




@

WRCC Public Attendance Sign-In Sheet

A74-14

{(Public comments will be accepted at specified time on agenda)

Have Comments
Na_me , Affiliation (Y/N)
R 9;.//1:/// /C,(// 71 ’/K/{ LT AL /I/
2 gtt*’xf N 71/(‘)61 l(o’rﬁ J@ Jq /’/M/N" ( m:vm«/ . ?/
3 52{4 La /"(MW /AW A - Dinw . Ao
4 (:{ ’)rv; \)\T?O(JML ?LD/'Z - )\)mN.
5. WAN( o0 M5 Te -4 Fs O
6 onot e \ S gem XH‘MW ) %pg’ Mo
7 I{/&v Gon- Towse ANO
8 i’VlnH L&u\f\r\’u\,‘n&“\‘ Tp&LS AR
| Jeumy Neppel ADALS A
10 G?m % h&r” L oeoa b/U? o
11 % m(;%/wc hr S | JM"D/UK AL
2| beadsy Hieb , | TONR Ne
13 &ﬂc (AJ\QLU\»\J Tl PO
14 THALS N
15 QLN fiamtﬁf*)(’s\ A
16 GRpWMBE L N
17 | GO IR A i
18 ELPC ~
1| Torus Wﬂﬁll_ﬂa/ﬁ Sex. o o) v
20 Jol )| keoun Towa 9//1/\;/?7(/ N o
21 @{('{:\r LJ]?F A2 Eul A
22 @;/blféo LA , N
23 fb:u,(meum Nowse. D Cavens Stage No
24 /Q99W UJM‘P CTerva Seybegan Ascd) ’/Zf@
25 T i Hall owa paR_ wo
5 DAVID  HANCE RAcLooN RIVER UATESHED | YES
27
28]
29
_30
31
.32
33
34
35




[2ACUISS JUSIIINU JO UOIIDNIISUO0D 3PNIUL 0} pIpuswe Suiaq jo ssaoo4d ul Huliad +10Z/1/2 uesea|d W L0 AUD | €T
vT0T/T/2 431u8) Apunin Jo AUD | ZT
€10Z/1/7T vl ‘puepe) — 71 sP00d puepHeQ | 11
ET07/1/21 ~ uonesodio) m_.____x_\_w,_ Mm“w“”hmmh ot
[EAOWIDI JUDLIINU JO UOITINIISUCD 3PN[DUL O3 Juwiad papuswy €T0T/T/2T afpupiasoMD | 6
€10Z/T/2T anuepy Jo AuD | 8
€T0Z/T/TT vl ‘Aliad —Spood UOSAL | £
€T0Z/1/0T uepeH Jo AUD | 9
£10Z/1/07 anbnqn@jo Al | §
£T07/1/6 Avsqriissmio AD | v
£102/1/6 cosudisson sussant |
€102/1/6 (Buun jo i | Z
£10Z/1/6 v} ‘uoually —d"1 ‘sydasuodiiteq | T
snyEs | ponss| yuwlad Auppey

pasol)/panss| spuliad

:anigou sygnd uo Ind 10 panss| Uaaq aney sHWIAd SUIMO||0} 3YL :SMIEIS

sa1pN}s AUIGISES] UOIINP3I JUBLINU B4nbas 38y} pansst syuisd yo JsqunN - (T

:1Sanseawl je1anas Suisn ASajelys uonRInpal JudLNU asnos jutod ayz Sunuawwadut Joy ssadoud yoedl [Im INAI YL

7T0C 12qUIBAON — 30dM

1i0day ASa1B41S UOIIONPAY JUSLIINN 824N0S JUI0d



vT0Z/T/1T 2n0.0 2|3e3 Jo AUJ | SE
y102/1/71 ‘Augdwo) 1921|1184 BMO| | VE
$102/1/0% uoIMaN o AuD | €€
¥10Z/T/0T playusaI0 J0 AU | TE
¥10Z/T/0T 1epy o A | 1€
yT0Z ‘g Aenuer uo pasod Jwad SIAJN "YHM SRUIOW 53 03} PA1I3UU0D Atjioed qason Ausyuy Jo AuD | OF
$102/1/6 $340/ 2nbngnq 3493¢ UYOr | 62
¥10Z7/1/6 - eiopo A | 82
¥T0Z/T/6 aoy04oyD J0 Al | L2
¥T0Z/T/6 Ao sapeyd jo Aud | 92
. ¥10Z/1/8 podusaed jo AXD | 52
6107 ' T AMenuer AQ y¥M SSUION Sa(} 0} 103UUDD 0 PI|NpPaYIs $10Z/1/8 aaynem 40 AD | v2
vTOZ/T/L — Auedwio] E:cdhvm_m_ww/_mvﬁwmw €z
¥T0Z/1/9 Y] ‘BUEBNT] — SULIE] A3||eA SSIMS | TT
y10Z/v1/S 131u3) ABJau3 “ir 300§ J31eM | TE
¥10Z/T/S s o A | 02
¥102/1/8 uoidullng 153 30 AND | 6T
¥T0Z/T/S %eQ pay 40 AuD | 8T
JeAOWRS US30J3U |B10} Suianpuos Ajpualing ¥T0Z/T/S Ao emol Jo AU | LT
vT0Z/1/S sijed JepaD Jo AlD | 9T
¥10T/1/S auoog jo AuD | ST
102/1/v uojdwiey maN 40 AND | ¢T
snieis | Ponss| uuIad Anjoed




"AOF BMOINIUD @ SI2R8IUYIS WEepPE
10 60V TRT'STS 18 SI2PalUyds Wepy 1081u0d asee|d ‘sjuswaaosdiut 10) su0i1ss88ns 1o Jodad siyl uo suoissnb Aue a1syl ji

“421BM31SEM [BLIISTIPU
Jog jwaad e annbas 188uo| ou Asya 18yl SUIM UL YN SWLosu] dIysiaumo $TOZ 1das Aeg senunoj uiml | Z
1l A33B.43S BYI WO PRACWISL B0 ABW AlI|10B) SIYL "MOU J0) Pasop sey Alljioe) siyL
151} ASeeais A
oo s ponyent B ised doseaods s o aou0, shen o | ¥0EI9ES o0 Bupped swaiganoss | T
urum nuad uonenidde pue| e Joy Aldde 3N OV YHM 99409p JUBSU0D paudis
SN)B1S aleg saqepdn
¥I0Z/L1/1T uo padjou s|jed BMOj Jo A1) | 2T
¥10Z/0Z/0T pasniou Apanep Jo A | TT
¥10T/E/TT padiiou uoUIA Jo A3 | OT
#102/51/0T peaiiou 2) 27 Wi03S — S1B3|A| YS344 UOSA) | 6
$T/LT/L paditou esoweuy jo Al | 8
¥1/8/6 paonou _ _ uramsQ Jo A1 | £
©102/62/0T padou e3ajonben jo A3 | 9
vI0T/22/0T pednou . J29g wniwaid emoj | §
¥1/42/8 paoiou RUIEISNIA JOAND | ¥
¥102/0Z/0T padtou Aygasaiogjo Mg | €
¥10T/61/6 padnou . SHNig [12uno) Jo AN | Z
¥T/0T/€ paoniou 38pog Ho440AuD | T
smes [ ; Ayoey

80110\ 21|gNnd UOo SUULI3d




. -uaSouiu Y3m Loy snolasld ay3 ul

Pa1a1uNouD J0U dJoMm eyl soud|jeyd Juasald [|im piodal SuLIojUOL] JUaIGUWE SY3 U1 UBS0L1IU UBYY 3RS JOMO] YINLL B 18 PB1IANSP S snioydsoyd
|2103 12Y1 108} AU ] "us80J3IU Jo} poylaw a1eudosdde ue Ajauapi 01 pasn ydeoldde SU1 MOJ|O4 ||im s3unsaw 3yl ‘snioydsoyd 103 poyraw
ucIeLLISS PRO| apiM-23215 B Sunjuswajdwl UC UCREULIOUL M2IAS) 0] Sunaaw 1541 ay3 Sulnpayas Ajuaaina st dnol3yJom [eatuydsl YL

“91B1S 9] 4O} PRO| UBOUNU ET0T 243 UO uofia|duiod Juriesu s1LOA 'SISeq JenSad e uo paljdde aq 01 AZojopoyiaw peoj usgoluu
J1op 1odas ayl SuidoeAsp uo uINUIBUOI SO -ss8004d UON2B|3S poyIdW peo| usSoulu ayl palv|duod sey dnoJss ylom [BIIUYIaL BYL Sniels

*Adojouyoal

PUZ 32U313S Ul SHUSWID3UBAPR pue UORELLLIojU] 15912] 3] UC paseq syuswiisnipe aan3ny Supjew Joy ssas0ad e pue ‘elep ayl jo Aujiqeadadde ay3
‘i1epow jeIneuiallew ajeiidoadde 1sow sy FuAyoads apnjoul (M SiYL “JoMmiau 21ep Aujenb Jajem Juaigquuie ay3 uo paseq {(323pnq uanu
31} 9IBWNSD PEC| JUBMINU JejnFal e Suipincad Joy ssesosd Y3 suyep o) £107 ul SutuuiSaq dnoas YoM [2[UYd2] B BUSAUOI ||IM UNAI SUL

S3INSEI[A UOREIIISA PUE ALJIEIUNCIIY 9
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This refease can be found in the USGS Newsroom at: htip://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?iD=4034.

sclence fo n canglny word

News Release

October 21, 2014 Ethan Alpern 703-648-4406 ealpern(@usgs.gov

Michael Woodside 615-837-4706 mdwoodsif@usgs.cov

Interior, Agriculture Departments Partner to
Measure Conservation Impacts on Water Quality

& share ]

ALTON, Ill., Oct. 21, 2014—The United States Department of the Interior (DO1) and the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) announced a new partnership agreement today that will provide a clearer picture of
the benefits of farmers' conservation practices on the quality of our Nation's water. Working together,
USDA's NRCS and DOI's USGS will quantify the benefits of voluntary agricultural practices at a
watershed scale. This information will strengthen the effectiveness of state and federal nutrient reduction
strategies while protecting the privacy of individual farmers. The agreement was announced at the
Mississippi River Gulf of Mexico Watershed Nutrient Task Force Meeting.

“On a voluntary basis, the agricultural community has put extensive effort into the management of nutrients
and reducing runoff into waterways. This collaboration will help evaluate the impact of farmers’
conservation efforts on improving water quality,” said Ann Mills, USDA’s deputy under secretary for
Natural Resources and Environment.

Mills said when hundreds of farms take action in one watershed, it can make a difference—-it can help
prevent an algae bloom downstream or lessen the need for water treatment plants to treat for nitrates.

The U.S. Gealogical Survey (http://www.usgs.gov/) will now use Natural Resources Conservation Service
data on conservation work to factor into its surface water quality models, which track how rivers receive
and transport nutrients from natural and human sources to downstream reservoirs and estuaries. This
information will help provide a more accurate picture of the conservation systems in the watershed that
contribute to water quality improvement and will provide crucial information for voluntary nutrient
management strategies and watershed planning.

“This agreement will allow NRCS and USGS to combine resource management capabilities with science,
and will give us the information we need to prioritize the most effective conservation strategies so that we
can improve the quality of streams throughout the Mississippi River Basin,” said Lori Caramanian, DOI
deputy assistant secretary for Water and Science.

Working together, NRCS and USGS (http://water.usgs.gov/nawqga/) will develop conservation intensity
data sets that reflect the value of conservation actions, but do not reveal private information about
individual farms, ranches or forests, Protecting the trust relationship between NRCS and farmers and their

http:/fwww.usgs.gov/newsroom/article pf.asp?ID=4034 11/12/2014
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private information protected by law is vital to the continued success of voluntary conservation on private
lands.

“We know our farmers are doing great work to protect our natural resources. Our goal with this partnership
is to be able to better recognize these achievements and provide conservation and water quality
management communities with science-based information for improving water quality,” Mills said,
“Farmers invest heavily in conservation systems to i improve water quality, and we want to aid their
decisions with the best science and information available.”

The conservation intensity products developed through the agreement will provide a uniform representation
of conservation activities for use in water quality assessments at local, regional and national scales.
Technical assistance providers will therefore have the assurance that they are using consistent and accurate
information on conservation activities and a common platform for discussing conservation benefits.

Nutrient runnoff from many different sources, including urban areas and industry, impacts our nation’s
waterways. By providing science-based information, NRCS and USGS can help farmers decrease nutrient
runoff and improve water quality for their communities and downstream.

Visit the following links to learn more about: real-time nitrate monitoring
(http://waterdata.usps.gov/nwis/current?

type=qw&PARAmeter cds=STATION _NM.DATETIME, 00630 99124,00631,99133,99137} , annual and
seasonal nutrient loads to the Gulf of Mexico

(http://toxics.usgs.gov/hypoxia/mississippifoct jun/index.htiml) , nutrient trends
(http://water.usgs.gov/nawqa/pubs/nitrate_trends/) , and the Mississippi River basin nutrient model mapper
(http:/Awim.usgs.gov/SparrowMARB/SparrowMARBmapper.htmi) .

Learn more about NRCS’s Conservation Effects Assessment Project Cropland National Assessment
(http:/fwww.nresusda.gov/wps/portal/nres/detail/national/technical/nra/cean/?cid=nrcs143 014144) and
the Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative
(http://www.nres.usda.gov/wps/portal/nres/detailfull/national/programs/initiatives/?cid=stelprdb1048200) .

To learn about technical and financial assistance available through conservation programs, visit
www.nres.usda.gov/GetStarted (hitp:/www.nres.usda.gov/GetStarted) or local USDA service center,

USGS provides science for a changing world. Visit USGS.gov, and follow us on Twitter (@USGS and our
other social media channels.
Subscribe to our news releases via e-mail, RSS or Twitter,

Links and contacts within this release are valid at the time of publication.

#HH

£ swAre |

http:/fwww.usgs.gov/newsroom/article pf.asp?I1D=4034 11/12/2014




Gulf of Mexico Watershed
Restoration

FWS Region 3 Support
for the
Vision for a Healthy Gulf of Mexico Watershed

lowa Water Resources Coordinating Council, November 14, 2014



Background

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Vision for a
April 2010 Deepwater Horizon QOil Hea“hy Gulf of Mexico

Spill "
May 2010 EO 13543 established Watershed

the Qil Spill Commission

June 2010 President appoints
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus

September 2010 Mabus Report

October 2010 Gulf Coast
Ecosystem Restoration Task Force

established

January 2011 Oil Spill Commission
Report

December 2011 GCER Task Force
Report

July 2012 RESTORE Act passed

January 2013 A Path Forward to
Restoring the Gulf Coast, A
Comprehensive Plan

January 2013 FWS writing team
assembled

July 2013 Vision released
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* Clean Water Act penalties are a per barrel penalty of $1100 for release of pollution into the environment. If
'gross negligence’ is determined in release of the pollution, the penalty per barrel increases to $4300. In the
case of the BP Despwater Horizon incident the following are estimates:

$1100 X (4.9 million barrels of oil released into the environment) = approx $5.39 billion
$4300 X (49million barrels of il released into the environment) = approx $21.07 billion [gross negligence]

All amounts are subject to negotiation via a settlement between the government and responsible parties.
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Vision Background

As the Council planning for the distribution of Deepwater
Horizon Oil Spill Settlement funds got underway in 2012,
FWS Director requested a document to capture Service
restoration priorities.

Distribution of restoration funding is focused on the 5
State Gulf Coast Region, but....

Participants recognized the Mississippi River Watershed
role in the health of the Gulf of Mexico ecosystem

Theme carried through from Secretary of the Navy’s report

Secretary of the Interior and FWS Director requested
inclusion of priority actions from Regions upstream in the
MRB



Vision Background

Organized around 8 broad strategies:

1. Use sound science

2. Restore resources impacted by the DWH oil spill

3. Create a network of public & private conservation lands
4. Restore wetland and aquatic ecosystems

5. Restore and conserve prairies and forests

6. Protect and restore of coastal strand, barrier island and
estuarine island habitats

7. Conserve working lands

8. Manage lands and waters for sustainable populations of fish,
wildlife, and their habitats

T==] U, Fish and Wildife Service ..



Vision Intent

Our goal was to capture:

1. A collective Service vision for the Gulf based on
our priorities for restoration and capacity for
collaborative conservation.

2. The most pressing conservation challenges on
the Gulf and in the watershed.

3. Where those challenges are located.
4. How would those challenges be addressed.

\TIO|
ILDLIFE
REFUGE
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Vision Development

* FWS Regions within the Gulf Watershed all have a role in
the long-term health of the GoM ecosystem.

* The second week of February 2013, Regional ARDs and
program chiefs were requested to consider and provide top
broad programmatic priorities (vs a project list).

* Context of what, where, and how.



Vision Development

Writing team synthesized input from Regional staff,

and from field staff interviews around the Gulf region
- R4 and Ra.

R3 team member used information on Midwest land
cover changes, SWAPs, |V species profiles, USGS
SPARROW NRCS MRBI, along with LCC products.

Editing completed mid June, final approval by
Director late June, internal release July 5. External
release July 10, 2013.

52| | us. Fish and wildiife Service o EeeRTESEEEEGRNGEIE
\T1O|
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R3 Priority Development

What - Habitat What - Trust Resources

* “Zoomed out” to R3 and
Mississippi watershed

e Grassland/prairie and
associated wetlands are our
most imperiled habitats.

e Jowa has less than 1/10th of 1
percent of original grassland

e Indiana prairie and savanna
99.9% gone, wetlands 85%
gone

e Illinois has a total of 4 mi? of
40,000 mi? native prairie left
in remnant patches
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R3 Priority Development

* Where? Habitat losses are “coincidentally” located in
areas of greatest artificial drainage, and in high
nutrient yielding watersheds.

Subsurface Tile Drainage

Total nitrogen yields
(kg/km?/yr)
[] 9-107
[ 108=177
[ 178-299
[ 300-438
[ 439-622
- [l 623-788
& [ 789-1,045
Percent Total County Land A= - 1,046 — 1,385
With Subsurface Tile Drainage O\~ - 1,386 —1.889
[10%- 8% ) S : g
. 7% - 16% - Il 1.900-6,900
. 17% - 32%
. 33% - 51%
. 52% - 82%
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R3 Priority Development

* How - strategic focus of conservation delivery
programs, supported by conservation planning and
design aligned with partners.

Mississippi River Basin Initiative -
Ranking of Total Nitrogen Yields4

* Focus on high N-yield watersheds
identified through NRCS, USGS
SPARROW models and
partner input: SWAPs, COAs, =

NGO goals & objectives.... )

AAAAA
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Prairie Potholes

Upper MS Watershed

MS Alluvial Valley

Northern Gulf Coast

Chenier Plain Panhandle Beaches & Lands |

Austin’s Woods & Prairies Big Bend Watershed

TX Coastal Bend Atchafayala River
Basin

MS River Delta, Coastal
Wetlands, Barrier Islands

Laguna Madre Southwest Florida

& Rio Grande Valley

WEMC, USGS, NASA ESA METIINREAN




Region 3 2013 Vision Priority

Work in targeted watersheds with farmers
and other private landowners to restore
native grasses and prairie hydrology to
reverse declines in grassland species and
reduce the amount of nutrients transported
to the mainstem Mississippi River.

{ [ s Fishand ..
\TIO|
ILDLIFE



Region 3 2013 Vision Priority

Focus on acquiring interests with positive
impacts within and outside refuge
boundaries. Examples include the
proposed Grand Kankakee Marsh
Conservation Area in Indiana, and
additions to Neal Smith National Wildlife
Refuge in lowa. These conservation lands
would provide a complex of wetland, wet
prairie, and prairie habitats, while
reducing nutrient loss to the Illinois and
Mississippl Rivers.

Z2) | us. Fish and Wildife Service - =



Region 3 2013 Vision Priority

Collaborate with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
the State of Missouri, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and
local interests in the St. Johns Bayou Basin and New Madrid
Floodway to appropriately balance flood risk reduction and

maintenance of floodplain ecosystem services.

Alternate examples include the lowa-Cedar River
Interagency Team and the Upper Mississippi River
Restoration Environmental Management Program



Vision Implementation

Next step is an implementation document, using
example actions in Focal Areas built on measurable
biological outcomes.

The document to include examples from a project
database populated in R2, R3 R4, format in
development, Spring 2015 completion date TBD.

So far over 200 proposals submitted, including
partnership-driven actions that integrating support
from and for partners through existing coordination
mechanisms.

\TIO|
LDLIFE
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* FWS Region 4 (Southeast) developed online database to
capture proposed actions supporting the 5 goals.

* Landscape Conservation Cooperative network engaged to
bring partners together and align programs and
conservation delivery

— Eastern Tallgrass Prairie and Big Rivers organized back-
to-back multi-LCC workshops in Memphis around
habitat and hypoxia in August.

— Multi-LCC Project to map the “conservation estate’,
examine habitat & species relationships, water quality,
landowner interest, and identify opportunities for
combining resources to achieve mutual objectives
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Who participated in the workshops?

Universities:

Mississippi State University

Ohio State University

Louisiana University Marine Consortium
University Wisconsin-Madison

NGOs:

Agricultural Watershed Institute

Mississippi River Network

Ducks Unlimited

Enviroscapes Ecological Consulting

Fishers & Farmers Fish Habitat Partnership
Gulf Hypoxia Task Force

lllinois Council on Best Management Practices
KGregg Consulting

7 Landscape Conservation Cooperatives
Lower Mississippi River Committee

* The Nature Conservancy

*  Wildlife Management Institute

State agencies:

¢ |ndiana DNR

* Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
* Nebraska Game & Parks Commission
* Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency
Federal agencies:

* Army Corps of Engineers

* Dept of Energy

*  Dept of Transportation

«  EPA (OWOW, HTF)

* Fish & Wildlife Service

*  Forest Service

* US Geological Survey (NAWQA, HTF)
* National Park Service

*  Midwest Conservation Biomass Alliance *  NOAA
*  Mississippi Interstate Cooperative Resource ¢ USDA Farm Service Agency
Association e USDA NIFA

National Wildlife Federation
Natural Land Institute

Oak Ridge National Laboratory
Ohio River Fish Habitat Partnership
Practical Farmers of lowa

The Conservation Fund

* USDA NRCS (AR, IN, TN, MRBI)

50 participants in Memphis
Over 215 in the contact list
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Multi-LCC Project

Where would we focus combined actions?

Interactive online spatial analysis & optimization tools
pink = initial water quality priority zone based on SPARROW & update land use
blue = example bird focus areas (Audubon, Ducks Unlimited, etc)

= 7 MRB - Conservation Designations -
= @ Mississippi River Basin

= B Regional Focus Areas
Audubon - Important Bird Areas

= @ Grassland Priority Conservation Areas (CEC)

=) @ Ducks Unlimited - Land Acquisition/Easement Focus Areas
&
= Ducks Unlimited - Landscape Conservation Priority Areas

# [0 UMRGLR JV - Woodland Breeding Bird Habitat Priorities

@ [0 UMRGLR JV - Wetland Breeding Bird Habitat Priorities

© [0 UMRGLR JV - Openland Breeding Bird Habitat Priorities

% [] Grassland Bird Conservation Areas

% [[] Arkansas/Miss. Alluvial Valley CON - Restoration Focus Areas

4[] Upper Mississippi River Forest Partnership

# [] Arkansas/Miss. Alluvial Valley CDN - Restoration Priorities

4 [ Open Pine Management DST

# [] Bobwhite Conservation Initiative - Biologist Ranking Index
5 [ Conservation Estate

i @ National Wildlife Refuge

0 National Conservation Easement Database (2013)

7] @ Protected Areas Database (USGS v.1.3)
5 [Z) State Focus Areas

3 [ Alabama - Priority Conservation Areas (Terrestrial)

3 [J Alabama - Priority Conservation Areas (Aquatic)

[ Winois - Grassland Focus Areas (INAI Sites)

% [ Binois - Conservation Opportunity Areas

3 O lowa

4 [0 Kentucky - Tierl Conservation Areas

& [0 Minnesota

# O Missouri

5 [0 Nebraska - Biologically Unique Landscapes

% [ Nebraska - Migratory Bird Landscape

3 [0 North Dakota - Conservation Focus Areas

# [0 Ohio - Conservation Focus Areas

Mississippi River / Gulf Hypoxia Map Service
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Questions & Discussion
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o Response p- Mabus __,  President’s Congressional Approval
Oil Spill < ; Report  ~ Executive Order of RESTORE Act
NRDAR &~
* Gulf Coast Ecosystem RESTORE Act
Restoration Task Force Council
Assessment
Early Restoration Geo . ot . .
: graphic Criteria Financial
Restoration Scope Obligation
Based cs o : :
NRDAR | Mitigation of | Mitigation of | Oil Pollution Act
Injured Injured BP/MOEX/Transocean,
Resources Resources etc.
Restoration of
RESTORE | Gulf Coast : Clean Water Act
; a Sustainable = e . 800
Act Region Bulf Enviconriaie Civil Penalties - 80%
& Economy
NPWF | 5 Gulf Remedy Natural | BP & Transocean
swigre | Otates Resource Criminal Penalties
Foundation) D ama g e ($2.584 billon)
NAWCA | No restrictions| Migratory birds T :
i Asmican | Oni:scope and other wildlife gg,ﬁ.ﬂﬂ""a' Fenallios
Conservation Act) affected by the
oil spill
NAS No restrictions | Human health, | BP & Transocean
roere | on scope Environmental | Criminal Penalties
of Sciences) Protection and 500 sftion)
Offshore Drilling
Safety




