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Guidance For The Distribution Of Compost Or Dry Unmanipulated Manure
From A Quarantined Avian Influenza Site

Release of compost material from quarantined Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) site:

Compost or dry unmanipulated manure may be removed from a site quarantined for HPAI once it has
met the criteria for release established by USDA/APHIS. If the product is compost, a Barn Release Form
(example attached) must be completed. A permit for movement of the product must also be issued from
the State Veterinarian of lowa.

lowa Code Chapter 200A (Sale of Dry Manure):

Normally, only unmanipulated animal manure sold in bulk qualifies for distribution under lowa Code
Chapter 200A, Bulk Dry Animal Nutrient. As a result, pursuant to normal established protocol, manure
that has been composted is deemed to have been manipulated and therefore cannot be marketed using
lowa Code Chapter 200A. However, based on the extraordinary circumstances surrounding the
outbreak of HPAI in lowa this spring, Governor Branstad issued an Emergency Proclamation on June 15,
2015 waiving the above-referenced requirements for manure and compost generated at a premise
infected with highly pathogenic avian influenza and quarantined by IDALS, in 18 lowa counties (Adair,
Buena Vista, Calhoun, Cherokee, Clay, Hamilton, Kossuth, Lyon, Madison, O’Brien, Osceola, Palo Alto,
Plymouth, Pocahontas, Sac, Sioux, Webster, and Wright), provided the material has been released for
application in writing by the USDA. It should be noted that all other Provisions of lowa Code Chapter
200A will apply to any material marketed pursuant to the terms of the Governor’s Proclamation.

Offering Compost for Sale:

Under Chapter 200, The lowa Fertilizer Code, compost qualifies as a fertilizer if the sum of the
guaranteed analysis of total nitrogen (N), available phosphoric acid (P205), and soluble potash (K20)
totals greater than twenty percent. Manure may also be sold as a fertilizer if the analysis total meets the
20 % requirement.

Under Chapter 200, compost can also be sold as a soil conditioner. A soil conditioner is defined as a
substance which when added to the soil or applied to plants will produce a favorable growth, yield or
quality of crop or soil flora or fauna or other soil characteristics, other than a fertilizer, recognized
pesticide, unmanipulated animal and vegetable manures. As a soil conditioner no nutrient claims can be
made. The analysis would have to be stated 0-0-0 with claims that it improves the quality of the soil.

In order for a product to be sold as a fertilizer, soil conditioner, or specialty fertilizer the distributer must
have a commercial fertilizer license and have a label showing the distributer as the guarantor. If it is sold
as a fertilizer or specialty fertilizer the product must be registered. Compost is already registered in lowa
as a soil conditioner with an analysis of 0-0-0 and would not require re-registration. Tonnage for all
products would be reported every 6 months along with the appropriate tonnage fees.

Producers should check with their insurance carriers concerning whether their existing liability coverage
will provide coverage for the commercial activity of selling compost or other products outside the scope
of their normal farm operation

For More Information:
Neal Vaughn — Fertilizer Administrator, lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship
Tel. (515) 249-2938 / Neal.Vaughn@iowaagriculture.gov

lowa Laboratory Facility ® 2230 S. Ankeny Boulevard ® Ankeny, Iowa 50023
515-725-1470 ° Entomology@IlowaAgriculture.gov
The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship is an equal opportunity employer and provider
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May 30, 2015

BARN RELEASE FORM FOR IOWA Al OUTBREAK

This form is to be used to notify farms that are composting birds and/or manure at Al positive sites
when they have met the time temperature standards and the date after which they may move on to the
next composting phase.

FARM DESIGNATION (eg. Bv1, Sac2, etc.)

FARM OWNER Phone(s):

Address:

BARN NUMBER(s)/NAME(s):

Date piles originally completed:

CHECK ONE:

LITHE WINDROWS IN THIS BARN(S) HAVE MET THE TIME/TEMPERATURE STANDARD FOR PHASE ONE

AND MAY BE TURNED ON OR AFTER (date)
Signed: Date
(Subject matter expert.)
Signed: Date
(farmer)_

LJTHE WINDROWS IN THIS BARN(S) HAVE MET THE TIME/TEMPERATURE STANDARD FOR PHASE TWO
AND MAY BE MOVED TO STORAGE (CURING) OR UTILIZED ON OR AFTER

(date)

Signed: Date
(Subject matter expert.)

Signed: Date

(farmer)_



