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IOWA WEATHER SUMMARY – NOVEMBER 2013 

 
General Summary.   Iowa temperatures averaged 33.6° or 3.0° below normal while precipitation totaled 
1.63 inches or 0.42 inches less than normal.   This ranks as the 37th coolest and 66th wettest November 
among 141 years of records. 
 
Temperatures.   A string of nine consecutive warmer than normal Novembers came to an end in 2013.   
The season’s first subzero temperature was recorded at Spencer Airport on the morning of the 12th with a 
low of -1°.   This was Iowa’s lowest temperature for so early in the winter season since November 4, 
1991.   There were another five dates between the 22nd and 29th with lows falling to zero or lower 
somewhere in the state.   This equaled the number of zero degree or lower dates in the previous twelve 
Novembers combined.   Stanley reported the month’s lowest temperature with a -5° reading on the 27th.   
On the other end of the spectrum temperatures reached into the seventies twice.   Clarinda was the hot 
spot with a 72° maximum on the 16th while a handful of extreme eastern Iowa locations reached 71° on 
the 17th.   Overall this was Iowa’s coldest November since 2000. 
 
Heating Degree Day Totals.   Home heating requirements, as estimated by heating degree day totals, 
averaged 10% greater than normal and 21% greater than last November.   Season-to-date totals (since 
July 1) are running 3% greater than normal and one year ago. 
 
Precipitation.   The month’s largest precipitation event came on the 5th-6th when 2 to 4 inches of snow fell 
across extreme northwest Iowa and rain fell elsewhere.   Over the southwest and northwest corners of the 
state this one event accounted for most of the month’s precipitation.   Light snow fell over all but far 
southwest Iowa on Veteran’s Day.   Showers and thunderstorms brought rain to all but extreme northwest 
Iowa on the 16th-17th.   Light snow fell statewide on the 21st-22nd with greatest amounts around two inches 
falling from Audubon to Boone.   Finally parts of central and east central Iowa saw snow on the 25th with 
a narrow band of 2 to 5 inches accumulating along the U.S. Highway 20 corridor from Iowa Falls to 
Dubuque.   Monthly precipitation totals varied from 0.30 inches at Rock Rapids to 3.13 inches at Stanley.   
Above normal totals were mostly confined to northeast Iowa.   Monthly snow totals varied from only 
trace amounts at a few points in southern and western Iowa to 8.0 inches at Strawberry Point.   There was 
a statewide average of 1.6 inches of snow.   This was 1.1 inches below normal and ranks 47th lowest 
November total among 127 years of records. 
 
Fall Summary.   Temperatures over the three fall months averaged 50.3° or 0.1° above normal while 
precipitation totaled 6.53 inches or 1.50 inches less than normal.   This ranks as the 56th coolest and 53rd 
driest fall among 141 years of records. 
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IOWA MONTHLY WEATHER SUMMARY - NOVEMBER 2013

November 2013
WEATHER BY DISTRICTS

TEMPERATURE (F) HEATING DEGREE DAYS PRECIPITATION (inches)
SNOWFALL

November 2013 November 2013 Since Jul., 1, 2013 November 2013 Since Jan.1, 2013 Nov 2013
DISTRICT Average Departure* Average Departure* Average Departure* Average Departure* Average Departure* Average

Northwest 31.6 -2.0 995 +54 1608 -25 0.66 -0.87 28.42 -1.07 2.3
North Central 31.0 -2.8 1015 +79 1636 -3 1.55 -0.30 37.93 +4.88 1.6
Northeast 31.9 -3.7 987 +102 1612 +62 2.37 +0.09 41.20 +6.43 3.5

West Central 33.5 -2.3 939 +62 1511 +22 1.24 -0.39 29.33 -2.55 0.8
Central 33.2 -3.3 946 +91 1501 +42 1.87 -0.27 35.91 +0.88 1.7
East Central 34.8 -3.4 898 +95 1440 +79 1.95 -0.46 37.86 +2.93 1.6

Southwest 35.7 -2.7 871 +72 1377 +60 1.26 -0.68 31.39 -3.01 0.4
South Central 35.6 -3.1 875 +86 1388 +67 1.92 -0.34 34.80 -1.54 0.8
Southeast 36.6 -3.6 847 +104 1309 +95 1.93 -0.64 36.40 -0.43 0.8

STATE 33.6 -3.0 935 +82 1496 +41 1.63 -0.42 34.73 +0.80 1.6
* Departures are computed from 1981-2010 normals. Monthly estimates are preliminary and are likely to change.

The weather data in this report are based upon information collected by the U. S. Dept. of Commerce, NOAA National Weather Service.
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