
IOWA MONTHLY WEATHER SUMMARY – FEBRUARY 2013 
 

General Summary.   Iowa temperatures averaged 23.6° or 0.4° below normal while 
precipitation totaled 1.30 inches or 0.25 inches above normal.   This ranks as the 66th 
warmest and 42nd wettest February among 141 years of records. 
 
Temperatures.   The month’s coldest weather came on the first day with actual 
temperatures falling to -14° at Elkader and Osceola and wind chills down to -31° at 
Mason City.   However, the cold did not last long as above normal temperatures prevailed 
for 11 of the first 14 days of the month.   Daytime temperatures frequently reached into 
the low fifties in southwestern and southern Iowa from the 3rd to the 13th.   Keokuk 
recorded the month’s highest temperature at 59° on the 10th.   The second one-half of the 
month was mostly on the cold side with below normal temperatures prevailing on all but 
three of the last 14 days of the month.   The colder late month weather was mostly the 
result of lower daytime temperatures owing to persistent cloudiness with only a few dates 
with subzero overnight lows. 
 
Heating Degree Day Totals.   Home heating requirements, as estimated by heating degree 
day totals, averaged 7% greater than last February and 1% more than normal.   Degree 
day totals for the season-to-date (since July 1, 2012) are running 9% greater than last 
season but 4% less than normal. 
 
Precipitation.   The statewide average precipitation was slightly above normal for the 
third consecutive month thanks to four widespread precipitation events.   Light to 
moderate rain fell over the southeast one-half of Iowa on the 6th-7th and statewide on the 
9th-11th.   Greatest precipitation totals fell across northern Iowa with the second storm 
with rain changing to light snow late in the event.   The largest of the month’s storm 
systems came on the 21st-22nd with snow falling statewide.   Greatest snow amounts of 
seven to ten inches fell mostly across northern and western Iowa while extreme eastern 
areas saw only two to four inches of accumulation.   Finally, snow fell across the 
southeast two-thirds of the state on the 26th-27th with widespread eight to twelve inch 
amounts across central Iowa from Winterset to Waterloo.   Traer in Tama County 
reported the most snow during this last event with 16 inches.   Monthly precipitation 
totals were well above normal over parts of eastern Iowa and below normal over much of 
the west central and southwest.   Totals varied from only 0.27 inches at Hastings in Mills 
County to 3.24 inches at Fort Madison.   The statewide average snowfall was 10.8 inches 
or 4.0 inches above normal to rank as the 22nd snowiest February among 126 years of 
records.   Monthly snowfall totals varied from 4.0 inches at Rock Valley to 22.8 inches at 
Lamoni. 
 
Winter Summary.   The three mid-winter months averaged 24.3° or 2.2° above normal 
while precipitation totaled 3.90 inches or 0.56 inches above normal.   This ranks as the 
41st warmest and 39th wettest winter among 140 years of records.   This was the seventh 
consecutive wetter than normal winter for the state. 
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