
IOWA MONTHLY WEATHER SUMMARY – APRIL 2013 
 

General Summary.   Iowa temperatures averaged 43.4° or 5.5° below normal while 
precipitation totaled 6.57 inches or 3.06 inches above normal.   This ranks as the wettest 
April among 141 years of records (old record 6.25 inches in 1999) and 9th coolest April.   
A cooler April has not been seen since 1983 while this was the ninth consecutive wetter 
than normal April. 
 
Temperatures.   The pattern of consistently lower than normal temperatures that began in 
mid-February continued through most of April.   Daytime highs reached into the 80’s on 
only the final three days of the month.   This was Iowa’s latest start to eighty degree 
weather since 1993.   The month’s highest temperatures were 89° readings on the 30th at 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa City and Stanley.   Meanwhile, morning low temperatures dipped 
into the teens on six dates during the month.   The month’s lowest temperatures were 11° 
readings at Little Sioux on the 1st and at Sibley on the 20th.   Sibley’s temperature was the 
lowest reported so late in the season in Iowa since a 9° reading at Atlantic on April 24, 
1956. 
 
Heating Degree Days.   Home heating requirements, as estimated by heating degree day 
totals, averaged 64% greater than last April and 31% more than normal.   Degree day 
totals thus far this heating season (since Jul. 1, 2012) have averaged 24% greater than last 
season and 2% greater than normal. 
 
Precipitation.   A pair of large storm systems brought abundant heavy precipitation across 
Iowa.   The first event on the 9th-11th brought a statewide average of 2.39 inches of rain 
with much of northern Iowa receiving two to three inches of precipitation.   The second 
event, on the 17th-18th, brought a statewide average of 2.70 inches with very heavy rain 
across southeast Iowa where an unofficial total of 7.30 inches of rain fell at Centerville.   
Snowfall was also frequent during the month with snow being reported on twelve dates 
between the 9th and 23rd.   Heavy snow fell across northwest Iowa on the 10th-11th with 
6.5 inches at Ocheyedan.   This first snow event followed a very destructive ice storm 
over the far northwest counties on the 9th.   Additional storms brought three to five inches 
of snow to far northwest Iowa on both the 18th and 22nd.   The statewide average snowfall 
for the month was 2.0 inches while normal is 1.6 inches.   This was the 33rd snowiest 
April among 126 years of record.   Many central and southeast Iowa locations saw only 
trace amounts of snow for the month while Sibley reported 16.5 inches.   Monthly 
precipitation totals were near normal over the northwest and southwest corners of the 
state with record totals reported at several locations such as: 
 
City  April 2013 Total Old April Record Period of Record 
Albia   10.10  7.44” in 1944  113 years 
Williamsburg  10.09  9.01” in 1965    96 years 
Keokuk    9.19  8.02” in 1964  142 years 
Cascade    9.13  8.98” in 2008    72 years 
Anamosa    8.99  8.13” in 2008    84 years 
Ottumwa    8.58  7.40” in 1927  126 years 



Dubuque    8.54  7.80” in 1896  160 years 
Cedar Rapids    8.39  7.82” in 1885  132 years 
Britt     8.28  7.43” in 1999  112 years 
Cresco     7.48  6.99” in 1991  110 years 
Osage     7.45  7.02” in 2008  122 years 
 
Monthly precipitation totals varied from 3.19 inches at Sioux Center to 10.24 inches at 
Swisher. 
 
Severe Weather.   The prevailing cool weather pattern kept severe thunderstorm numbers 
less than usual.   Nevertheless, there were 19 counties, mostly over northern Iowa, 
reporting large hail or high winds on April 8-9.   A pair of severe weather episodes on 
April 29 over northern Iowa brought large hail to parts of 14 counties with tennis ball size 
hail reported near Dubuque on the evening of the 29th. 
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