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IOWA PRELIMINARY MONTHLY WEATHER SUMMARY — NOVEMBER 2014

General Summary. lowa temperatures averaged 29.1° or 7.5° below normal while precipitation averaged
0.80 inches or 1.25 inches below normal. This ranks as the 4™ coldest and 33 driest November among
142 years of records. A colder November was last recorded in 1991 and a drier one in 2007.

Temperatures. Unseasonably cold weather was persistent during the month with below normal
temperatures prevailing for 21 days of the month. Temperatures failed to climb above freezing anywhere
in the state between 9 a.m. November 11 and 1 a.m. November 19. At Des Moines a streak of 252
consecutive hours below freezing began at midnight on the night of the 10™. This streak was 48 hours
longer than recorded in any other November among 137 years of records. The season’s first subzero
temperature was recorded at Little Sioux with a -2° reading on the morning of the 14™. There were
another six days in the month with temperatures falling to zero or below. Swea City reported the lowest
temperature with a -16° reading on the morning of the 27". However, despite the prevalence of
unusually cold weather there were some brief, but sizable, warms spells. Keosauqua reported the highest
temperature of the month with a 72° maximum on the 10" where temperatures fell fifty degrees by the
next morning. A late month warm spell on the 29" pushed temperatures up to 66° at Glenwood, Lamoni
and Castana and melted most of the state’s snow cover.

Heating Degree Day Totals. Home heating requirements, as estimated by heating degree day totals,
averaged 25% greater than normal and 14% greater than last November. Heating degree day totals so far
this heating season (since July 1) are running 13% greater than normal and 10% greater than last year at
this time.

Precipitation. The relatively dry weather pattern that began in mid-October continued through
November. November’s monthly precipitation totals varied from only 0.17 inches at Battle Creek (lda
County) to 2.43 inches at Brighton (Washington County). Brighton was the only location in lowa to
report above normal precipitation during the month. The season’s first accumulating snow arrived on the
night of the 10" and brought one-half to two inches of snow to the northwest one-half of the state. The
month’s largest snow event brought snow statewide on the 15™-16" with amounts up to 5.5 inches at
Ringsted (Emmet County). The month’s largest precipitation event began with rain statewide on the 23"
and transitioned to snow across the east by late that night. Northwest lowa received only very light
precipitation while several locations in Clinton County picked up more than 1.7 inches of rain. Finally,
snow fell over much of lowa on the 26™ with 6.0 inches reported at Emmetsburg, Britt and Rose Hill
while Brighton recorded 6.8 inches. Monthly snow totals varied from one inch at Shenandoah to 12.5
inches at Britt. The statewide average snowfall was 5.0 inches or 2.3 inches above normal. This was the
snowiest November since 1991 and ranks 21% most snow among the past 128 Novembers.

Fall Summary. Temperatures over the three autumn months of September, October and November
averaged 47.4° or 2.8° below normal while precipitation totaled 8.39 inches or 0.36 inches above normal.
This ranks as the 12" coldest and 49™ wettest fall among 142 years of records. This was the coolest fall
since 1993 although this was nearly all a result of the unseasonably cold November. This was also the
wettest fall in five years with the first half of the season much wetter than the second half.
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November 2014

WEATHER BY DISTRICTS

TEMPERATURE (F) HEATING DEGREE DAYS PRECIPITATION (inches)
SNOWFALL|
November 2014 November 2014 Since Jul., 1, 2014 November 2014 Since Jan.1, 2014 Nov 2014
DISTRICT Average Departure] Average Departure’] Average Departure*] Average Departure*] Average Departure’] Average
Northwest 26.4 -7.2 1146 +205 1754 +121 0.53 -1.00 30.97 +1.48 7.0
North Central 25.9 -7.9 1178 +242 1855 +216 0.62 -1.23 36.52 +3.47 7.4
Northeast 27.5 -8.0 1112 +227 1798 +248 0.78 -1.50 36.25 +1.46 4.1
West Central 28.9 -6.9 1080 +203 1634 +145 0.42 -1.22 40.70 +8.81 4.9
Central 29.1 -7.4 1063 +208 1656 +197 0.71 -1.43 40.47 +5.43 6.1
East Central 30.2 -8.0 1042 +239 1632 +271 1.54 -0.87 38.57 +3.64 3.9
Southwest 31.6 -6.8 992 +193 1475 +158 0.43 -1.51 40.94 +6.54 2.3
South Central 317 -7.0 983 +194 1485 +164 0.75 -1.51 43.73 +7.40 4.5
Southeast 325 -7.7 964 +221 1452 +238 1.55 -1.02 39.36 +2.53 4.3
STATE 29.1 -7.5 1068 +215 1648 +193 0.80 -1.25 38.48 +4.53 5.0
* Departures are computed from 1981-2010 normals. Monthly estimates are preliminary and are likely to change.

The weather data in this report are based upon information collected by the U. S. Dept. of Commerce, NOAA National Weather Service.

01

State Climatologist, lowa Dept. of Agriculture & Land Stewardship
COUNTY PRECIPITATION AVERAGES, NOVEMBER 2014 (inches)

0.25 0.5 1.0

2.0 3.0 4.0

6.0

State Climatologist, lowa Dept. of Agriculture & Land Stewardship
COUNTY SNOWFALL ESTIMATES, NOVEMBER 2014 (inches)

s
.

\

E

I

B

12

15 20 25




	pms201411narrative
	pms201411table

