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IOWA MONTHLY WEATHER SUMMARY – MAY 2015 

 
General Summary.   Temperatures averaged 60.0° or 0.1° below normal while precipitation totaled 5.08 

inches or 0.52 inches above normal.   This ranks as the 69
th
 warmest and 35

th
 wettest May among 143 

years of records. 

 

Temperatures.   There were two extended periods of warmer than normal weather from the 2
nd

 through 

the 10
th
 and from the 23

rd
 through the 29

th
.   Nevertheless, relatively brief but intense cold spells, 

particularly from the 18
th
 through the 22

nd
, were just enough to pull the statewide average temperature 

barely below normal for the month as a whole.   Temperature extremes varied from a high of 89° at Little 

Sioux on the 3
rd

 to lows of 31° on the 1
st
 at Elkader and Lowden.   There were no freezes recorded after 

the 1
st
 although Belle Plaine came close with a 33° reading on the 21

st
.   This was the first May since 1995 

when temperatures failed to reach 90°, as well as the smallest range in May temperature extremes since 

that year. 

 

Heating Degree Days.   Home heating requirements, as estimated by heating degree day accumulations, 

averaged 6% less than normal and 14% less than last May.   Heating degree day totals for the 2014-2015 

heating season (since July 1, 2014) are running 1% greater than normal but 11% less than during the long 

cold season of one year ago. 

 

Precipitation.   Rainfall was very frequent during May.   Measurable rainfall (0.01 inch or more) fell on an 

average of 17 days at any single location in the state, 45% more frequently than typical in May (which 

averages the most rain days of any month of the year).   Red Oak recorded 22 days with measurable rain 

and another three days with trace amounts.   Monthly rain totals varied from 2.68 inches at Newton to 

9.21 inches at a gage five miles east of Denison.   Greatest totals were generally over southwestern Iowa 

while below normal totals were mostly in a wide band from near Ottumwa northward to Mason City.   

The wettest period of this wet month came between the evening of the 23
rd

 and morning of the 27
th
 when 

a statewide average of 1.56 inches of rain fell.   Despite the frequent May rainfall, year-to-date 

precipitation totals are below normal over most of the state with greatest deficits over the northwest and 

southeast corners of Iowa.   Year-to-date precipitation surpluses are mostly confined to southwest and 

west central Iowa, roughly the same areas that were unusually wet in 2014. 

 

Spring Summary.   Temperatures over the three spring months of March, April and May averaged 49.2° 

or 0.9° above normal while precipitation totaled 9.05 inches or 1.17 inches below normal.   This ranks as 

the 46
th
 warmest and 70

th
 wettest spring among 143 years of records.   A drier year-to-date was last 

recorded in 2003, although this year is just a few hundredths of an inch drier than last year at this time.   

The relative warmth of this spring, an extended period of mostly dry weather in late April, and the lack of 

widespread heavy rain events have allowed most of the state (the southwest being the primary exception) 

to experience good planting progress despite the high frequency of rain over the past month. 
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IOWA MONTHLY WEATHER SUMMARY - MAY 2015

May 2015
WEATHER BY DISTRICTS

TEMPERATURE (F) HEATING DEGREE DAYS PRECIPITATION (inches)

SNOWFALL

May 2015 May 2015 Since Jul., 1, 2014 May 2015 Since Jan.1, 2015 May 2015

DISTRICT Average Departure* Average Departure* Average Departure* Average Departure* Average Departure* Average

Northwest 58.3 -0.8 223 -1 7377 -149 3.99 +0.27 8.34 -1.79 0.0

North Central 58.1 -0.5 232 -1 7675 +57 4.69 +0.22 11.70 0.00 0.0

Northeast 59.7 +0.9 197 -30 7616 +307 4.89 +0.51 10.82 -1.36 0.0

West Central 59.0 -1.2 201 +7 6917 -67 5.40 +0.91 11.44 -0.19 0.0

Central 60.1 +0.1 179 -19 7030 +90 4.60 -0.09 10.33 -2.10 0.0

East Central 61.8 +1.1 153 -29 6924 +317 5.61 +1.27 11.11 -1.38 T

Southwest 60.0 -1.4 174 +10 6367 0 6.27 +1.05 12.49 -0.27 0.0

South Central 60.9 +0.3 158 -23 6480 +74 5.69 +0.57 10.91 -2.28 0.0

Southeast 62.7 +0.7 133 -19 6434 +368 5.05 +0.16 10.42 -3.45 0.0

STATE 60.0 -0.1 185 -12 7014 +103 5.08 +0.52 10.78 -1.41 T

* Departures are computed from 1981-2010 normals.

The weather data in this report are based upon information collected by the U. S. Dept. of Commerce, NOAA National Weather Service.
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