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IOWA PRELIMINARY MONTHLY WEATHER SUMMARY — APRIL 2015

General Summary. lowa temperatures averaged 50.8° or 1.9° above normal while precipitation totaled
3.39 inches of 0.12 inches below normal. This ranks as the 38" warmest and 49" wettest April among
143 years of records. This was the driest April since 2004.

Temperatures. The warmest day of the month was the first day when temperatures climbed into the
eighties over most of lowa and reached a maximum of 88° at Little Sioux. Only a few locations in
extreme western lowa and far southeast lowa reached the 80 degree mark during the remainder of the
month. The month’s lowest temperatures were 19° readings at Elkader and Belle Plaine on the morning
of the 4", Also noteworthy was a late month cold snap that brought a hard freeze to many areas on the
22" and 23" with lowest readings of 22° at Cresco, Decorah and Elkader on the 23",

Heating Degree Days. Home heating requirements, as estimated by heating degree day totals, averaged
22% less than last April and 15% less than normal. Thus far this heating season (since July 1, 2014)
degree day totals have averaged 11% less than the harsh winter of one year ago, but 2% greater than
normal.

Precipitation. Rainfall amounts varied greatly during the month with relatively wet conditions prevailing
from west central to north central lowa. Driest conditions, with some areas seeing less than one-third of
normal April amounts, were across the southeast and extreme northwest corners of the state. Totals
varied from 1.18 inches at Rock Valley to 6.88 inches at Lake Mills where localized heavy thunderstorms
dumped 4.44 inches of rain between the 7" and 9". Moderate drought conditions have edged into far
northwest lowa in response to a dry weather pattern prevailing in that area of the state (and extending
over much of Minnesota and the Dakotas) since last summer. Soil moisture reserves are still relatively
good in that area but they will need to see more substantial rain in the next month or two to keep up with
the increasing evaporation rates that will arrive with summer weather. Snow occurred only twice during
the month. Rain turned to snow from west central to north central lowa on the afternoon and evening of
the 9" with a maximum of four inches reported at Schleswig in Crawford County. Some snow was also
reported across parts of northeast lowa on the 21% but with no accumulation. The statewide average
snowfall was just 0.3 inches for the month while normal is 1.6 inches. This brings the seasonal snow
total to 26.6 inches or 5.6 inches below normal. This has been only the second season in the past nine to
bring a below normal total in lowa. This ranks as the 47" lowest seasonal total among 128 years of
records.

Severe Weather. The year’s first two tornadoes were reported over east central lowa on the evening of
April 9. Overall severe storms were infrequent during the month with a few large hail reports on the 7™,
8" 9™ 18™ and 19" with all of the reports coming from southern and eastern lowa. May and June are
typically the big months for severe weather in lowa, thus the relative quiet is not likely to last much
longer.
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April 2015

WEATHER BY DISTRICTS

TEMPERATURE (F) HEATING DEGREE DAYS PRECIPITATION (inches)
SNOWFALL
April 2015 April 2015 Since Jul., 1, 2014 April 2015 Since Jan.1, 2015 Apr 2015
DISTRICT Average Departure] Average Departure’] Average Departure*] Average Departure*] Average Departure’] Average
Northwest 50.0 +3.0 441 -105 7114 -187 2.78 -0.44 4.63 -1.78 T
North Central 49.0 +2.4 473 -82 7471 +87 4.49 +0.91 6.92 -0.31 0.8
Northeast 49.0 +1.4 476 -51 7425 +344 3.36 -0.34 6.00 -1.79 T
West Central 50.5 +1.9 427 -74 6759 -30 4.35 +0.92 6.05 -1.09 1.2
Central 50.6 +1.8 421 -73 6867 +125 3.52 -0.10 5.80 -1.95 0.1
East Central 50.9 +0.9 410 -48 6846 +422 2.64 -0.75 5.53 -2.64 0.0
Southwest 51.9 +1.5 388 -59 6261 +58 3.64 +0.18 5.71 -1.83 T
South Central 52.5 +2.4 370 -86 6272 +48 291 -0.74 5.23 -2.84 0.0
Southeast 54.1 +2.3 307 -100 6200 +287 2.56 -1.02 5.34 -3.64 0.0
STATE 50.8 +1.9 416 -76 6835 +120 3.39 -0.12 5.70 -1.93 0.3
* Departures are computed from 1981-2010 normals. Monthly estimates are preliminary and are likely to change.

The weather data in this report are based upon information collected by the U. S. Dept. of Commerce, NOAA National Weather Service.
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