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IOWA MONTHLY WEATHER SUMMARY — AUGUST 2016

General Summary. August temperatures averaged 72.3° or 0.8° above normal while
precipitation totaled 6.05 inches or 1.85 inches above normal. This ranks as the 58" warmest
and 14" wettest August among 144 years of records. A warmer August was last recorded in
2010 and a wetter one in 2007.

Temperatures. August temperatures fluctuated rather regularly throughout the month with no
extended periods of either unusually warm or cool weather. The hottest weather came on the
4™ 10" and 11™ when actual temperatures reached into the mid-nineties and heat indices reached
110° or higher somewhere in the state each day. As is typical as the day length slowly shortens
during the month the lowest temperatures came during the second one-half of August with
morning lows dipping into the forties in some locations on the 21, 22" and 26™. Overall
temperature extremes varied from a high of 97° at Lamoni on the afternoon of the 11" to lows of
46° on the morning of the 21°*" at Battle Creek, Sheldon and the Spencer Airport.

Cooling Degree Day Totals. Home air conditioning requirements, as estimated by cooling
degree day totals, averaged 44% more than last August and 9% greater than normal. Thus far
this year air conditioning requirements are running 13% more than normal and 33% greater than
last year at this time.

Precipitation. Rain was frequent throughout the month and greater than normal over most of
lowa. Below normal rain totals were mostly confined to far northwest lowa and small areas of
the west central and south central portions of the state. The most widespread rains of the month
came on the 11M-12™ when a statewide average of 2.21 inches fell. Greatest rains with this
event fell along of the U.S. Highway 30 corridor from Boone County eastward to Clinton and
Scott Counties with Swisher in Johnson County reporting a storm total of 7.05 inches.

However, the worst flooding of the month came as a result of a prolonged period of heavy rain
over the night of the 23" across far northeastern lowa where a location five miles southeast of
Decorah reported a storm total of 8.46 inches. Record flood crests were established along some
reaches of the Upper lowa and Turkey Rivers on the 24™.  Monthly rain totals varied from 1.73
inches at Rock Rapids to 13.84 inches at Decorah. This was the second highest August total
among 131 years of records at Decorah (15.11 in 2007).

Summer Summary. Temperatures over the three summer months averaged 72.8° or 1.2° above
normal while precipitation totaled 15.63 inches or 1.92 inches above normal. This ranks as the
50™ warmest and 20" wettest summer among 144 years of records. This was the hottest summer
since 2012. Despite the high precipitation ranking this summer’s total was less than recorded
during the past two summers.
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IOWA MONTHLY WEATHER SUMMARY - AUGUST 2016

August 2016
WEATHER BY DISTRICTS
TEMPERATURE (F) COOLING DEGREE DAYS PRECIPITATION (inches)

August 2016 August 2016 Since Jan., 1, 2016 August 2016 Since Jan.1, 2016
DISTRICT Average Departure’] Average Departurey] Average Departure’] Average Departure] Average Departure*
Northwest 70.8 +0.5 195 +10 728 +96 3.28 -0.50 23.88 +1.39
North Central 70.4 +0.8 180 +13 634 +61 5.77 +1.66 29.82 +4.18
Northeast 71.8 +1.6 221 +40 686 +92 6.57 +1.94 31.51 +4.94
West Central 71.7 +0.1 219 +1 812 +86 4.81 +0.92 25.04 +0.35
Central 72.1 +0.7 232 +19 804 +103 7.40 +2.94 27.08 +0.13
East Central 73.5 +1.7 273 +49 859 +119 7.90 +3.40 29.45 +3.15
Southwest 73.3 +0.2 264 +3 880 +38 6.60 +2.79 32.08 +5.64
South Central 73.5 +0.5 271 +15 900 +109 5.99 +1.70 24.77 -2.63
Southeast 74.7 +1.0 306 +29 986 +96 6.60 +2.34 24.81 -2.60
STATE 72.3 +0.8 237 +20 803 +90 6.05 +1.85 27.49 +1.59

* Departures are computed from 1981-2010 normals.

The weather data in this report are based upon information collected by the U. S. Dept. of Commerce, NOAA National Weather Service.

State Climatologist, lowa Dept. of Agriculture & Land Stewardship
COUNTY PRECIPITATION ESTIMATES, AUGUST 2016 (inches)
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