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PRELIMINARY IOWA MONTHLY WEATHER SUMMARY – MAY 2016 

 
General Summary.   Iowa temperatures averaged 59.5° or 0.6° below normal while precipitation averaged 4.64 

inches or 0.08 inches above normal.   This ranks as the 65
th
 coolest and 52

nd
 wettest May among 144 years of 

records. 

 

Temperatures.   The first five days of May brought below normal temperatures with a few locations reporting a 

light frost on the mornings of the 2
nd

, 3
rd

 and 5
th
.   Above normal temperatures prevailed from the 6

th
 through the 

11
th
 with Iowa’s first ninety degree readings of the year recorded at Marion, Guttenberg and Hawarden on the 

6
th
.   Unseasonably cool weather was the rule at mid-month with below normal temperatures each day from the 

12
th
 through the 21

st
.   Freezes were reported in some areas on the 14

th
, 15

th
 and 18

th
 with the most widespread 

freeze centered upon northeast Iowa on the 15
th
 when Cresco, Decorah and Elkader recorded 27° minimums.   

Finally, the month finished with a string of ten consecutive warmer than normal days with the highest 

temperatures reported from Little Sioux and Lamoni at 89° on the 30th. 

 

Heating Degree Day Totals.   Home heating requirements, as estimated by heating degree day totals, averaged 

15% greater than last May and 8% more than normal.   However, heating requirements for the entire 2015-2016 

season are running 15% less than last season at this time and 13% less than normal. 

 

Precipitation.   As with temperatures, there were alternating periods of below and above normal precipitation.   

A wet period which began in late April continued into May 1.   Mostly dry weather prevailed from the 2
nd

 

through the 8
th
, especially across western Iowa where the second one-half of April had been very wet.   Wet 

weather returned from the 9
th
 through the 13

th
, particularly across the west one-third of the state.   Mostly dry 

weather was the rule from the 14
th
 through the 22

nd
 while the remainder of the month brought frequent showers 

and thunderstorms.   Monthly precipitation amounts were well above normal across the northwest and southwest 

portions of Iowa while the driest weather occurred in central and south central Iowa, roughly along and just east 

of Interstate 35.   Monthly precipitation totals varied from 2.19 inches at Albia to 10.75 inches at Atlantic.  This 

was the second highest May rain total at Atlantic among 130 years of records at that location (May 1903 was 

wetter at 12.37 inches).   Excessively wet weather required some replanting of crops across western Iowa.   

Nevertheless, for the state as a whole USDA NASS statistics indicate that planting progress and crop 

development are running a few days ahead of normal at month’s end. 

 

Severe Weather.   The relatively quiet start to the severe weather season this year continued through May.   

There were a few isolated severe storms on the 9
th
, 11

th
 and 13

th
.   Much more active weather came late in the 

month with severe thunderstorms reported somewhere in the state nearly every day between the 23
rd

 and the 

30
th
.   The most widespread severe weather event came on the night of the 25

th
 when high winds, along with a 

few reports of large hail, were received from 19 counties scattered over the northern two-thirds of Iowa. 

 

Spring Summary.   Temperatures over the three spring months averaged 50.5° or 2.2° above normal while 

precipitation totaled 11.69 inches or 0.50 inches less than normal.   This ranks as the 25
th
 warmest and 62

nd
 

wettest spring among 144 years of state records. 
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IOWA PRELIMINARY MONTHLY WEATHER SUMMARY - MAY 2016

May 2016
WEATHER BY DISTRICTS

TEMPERATURE (F) HEATING DEGREE DAYS PRECIPITATION (inches)

May 2016 May 2016 Since Jul., 1, 2015 May 2016 Since Jan.1, 2016

DISTRICT Average Departure* Average Departure* Average Departure* Average Departure* Average Departure*

Northwest 59.2 +0.1 222 -2 6583 -942 5.34 +1.62 13.86 +3.73

North Central 58.3 -0.3 236 +3 6616 -1001 4.54 +0.07 11.14 -0.56

Northeast 58.9 +0.1 236 +9 6370 -938 4.18 -0.21 11.09 -1.09

West Central 58.9 -1.3 215 +21 6153 -830 5.39 +0.90 13.27 +1.64

Central 59.3 -0.7 214 +16 5959 -981 4.12 -0.57 10.27 -2.17

East Central 60.3 -0.4 199 +17 5706 -900 4.04 -0.30 9.93 -2.58

Southwest 60.2 -1.2 188 +24 5425 -942 6.41 +1.19 14.90 +2.14

South Central 59.6 -1.0 200 +19 5466 -939 3.78 -1.34 10.73 -2.46

Southeast 61.3 -0.7 182 +30 5219 -846 4.08 -0.81 10.03 -3.84

STATE 59.5 -0.6 212 +15 5988 -924 4.64 +0.08 11.69 -0.50

* Departures are computed from 1981-2010 normals. Monthly estimates are preliminary and are likely to change.

The weather data in this report are based upon information collected by the U. S. Dept. of Commerce, NOAA National Weather Service.
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