
 

SECTION 1. PET FOOD LICENSE AND REGISTRATION 

1. Iowa Commercial Feed License. (Renewed each July 1) 
  
 A. $10 per year.  
  
 B. Required for each facility, if commercial feed:  

  (1)  Is manufactured in Iowa. 
  (2)  Is distributed in Iowa.   

  (3) Has name on the commercial feed label as guarantor.  
 

2. Pet Food Manufactured or Distributed in Iowa MUST:  
 
A. Be registered BEFORE it is offered for sale, exchange, or barter in Iowa. 

   
 B. Be in compliance with federal label requirements for pet food and pet treats. 
 

3. Iowa Pet Food Registration Fees. (Renewed every January 1.)  
 
 A. Packages of 10 pounds or less are $50 per product, not per size.  
  
 B. Packages over 10 pounds are subject to tonnage fees twice a year.  Current tonnage is 12¢ a ton with a 

minimum of $20. 
  
 C. If one product is distributed in various package weights that are less than 10 pounds AND over 10 pounds, $50 is 

paid for all package 10 pounds and less. Tonnage is paid for all packages over 10 pounds. 
 
 D. One product or two? 
 
  (1) A product is considered to be ONE product when the label is unique and distinguished from any other 

product and the labels on packages of various sizes are identical EXCEPT for weight, volume, or count. 
 
  (2) Pieces or product of different lengths, flavors, shapes, or sizes are separate products. 
 
  (3) Variety packages are considered one product and registered according to weight.  Any product within that 

variety pack that is offered for sale separately must also be registered separately. 

 
 E. Discontinued products should be registered until there is no inventory in Iowa available for distribution. 

 
 F. Revised labels on established products most often create new products. The products with the old label should be 

registered separately and in addition to the new label until there is no old-label inventory in Iowa available for 

distribution. One year minimum is recommended.  
 
 G. Supplements for animals are either a food or a drug.  Claims attributed to taste, aroma, or nutritive value are 

considered food.   

 
  Claims that indicate a product can be used to diagnose, cure, mitigate, treat or prevent disease, or alter the 

structure or function of the body in a manner or extent that exceeds its nutritive value, signify a drug. It should 
be registered with the United States Food & Drug Administration (FDA).   

 
SECTION 2. PET FOOD DEFINITIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS 

 
1. Pet food is a subcategory of commercial feed.  Commercial feed is any food prepared and distributed for consumption 

by dogs, cats, or specialty pets.   
 
 A. Distributed includes offered for sale, exchange, or barter. 
 
 B. Specialty pet is defined as a domesticated animal pet normally maintained in a cage or tank, i.e., gerbils, tropical 

fish, goldfish, snakes, turtles, canaries, psittacine birds, mynahs, finches, etc. 
 
2. Pet foods include: 
  
 A. Complete and balanced food. 
 B. Treats and snacks. 

 C. Nutrient supplements -- vitamins, minerals, fatty acids, etc. (Again: Supplements are either a food or a drug.) 
 D. Water with nutrient added. 

 E. Tracheas, lungs, livers, hearts, dried meat, fish and poultry products.  



3. Pet foods include and are not limited to those at the following locations: 
   
 A. Local farmers markets. 
 B. The internet. 

 C. Veterinarians’ offices. 

 D. Local stores.   
 
3. Exempt as pet foods whether flavored or unflavored are:      
  
 A. All chews, bones, toys and exercisers made of animal skin, hide, wood, or man-made material. 
 B. Hooves. 

 C. Ears. 
 D. Animal ears. 

 E. Ligaments. 

 F. Snouts. 
 
4.  The following are NOT EXEMPT from pet food regulations. 
  
 A. The label claims the product is animal food -- treat, snack, food, has feeding directions, etc.  Label claims the 

product has nutritional value -- digestible, high protein, low fat, lite, etc.  

  
 B. The label says meat, beef, chicken or lamb only. Terms must be combined with a term such as the following in 

order to be exempt -- basted, bone, or flavor, i.e., lamb flavor, beef bone, chicken basted, etc. 
  
 C. Exempt product combined with non-exempt product makes it a pet food that must be registered. For example, a 

bone filled with peanut butter is a pet food that requires registration. 
 
SECTION 3. HOMEOWNERS, DOG BAKERIES, & MULTIPLE PET PRODUCTS 

 
This scenarios presented will be the same whether for sale, exchange, or barter from a brick-and-mortar store, a home, 

the internet, a farmers market, etc. For simplicity, in all scenarios the pet food is offered for sale in packages of 10 

pounds or less only. 
 
Situation 1.  Your pet treat is a cookie named Muffy’s Favorite.  The cookie is offered in three shapes:  a bird, a race 
car, and a football.  The customer may mix the shaped cookies or buy one shape only.  The recipe is identical. The 

cookies are the same size. The label is identical regardless of the shapes. The Iowa registration fee is $50.   
 
Situation 2.  You decided to market Muffy’s Favorite as Muffy’s Favorite Football, Muffy’s Favorite Bird, and Muffy’s 
Favorite Race Car.  There are now three separate labels. (Product name is a label requirement. To be considered one 

product, only weight, volume or count may vary.)  Your Iowa registration fee is $150.  
 

Situation 3.  You decided to market Muffy’s Favorite in various flavors – mint, peanut butter, and with yogurt frosting. 

You decided you will not change the name.  Federal rules require the ingredients be listed in order of predominance by 
weight on the applicable label. You still have three products.  Your Iowa registration fee is $150. 

 
Whether for sale, exchange, or barter from a brick-and-mortar store, a home, the internet, a farmers market, etc. label 

information is mandated by federal law.   
 
On the bakery case or on the card table or within the website, all required pet food label information must be displayed 
and done so in such a way that it is obvious to the consumer which cookie is associated with which displayed label.  In a 

person-to-person exchange, a label must be available to send home with the customer, if requested.  Internet sites must 
label any pet product shipped.  
 

SECTION 4. LINKS TO RECOMMENDED WEBSITES  

 
The Association of American Feed Control Officials   Iowa Commercial Feed & Fertilizer Bureau 
  
United States Food & Drug Administration   Iowa Commercial Feed Law  
 
Code of Federal Regulations Iowa Pet Food Rules   
 

Henry A. Wallace Building  Des Moines, Iowa  50319  515-281-5321  agri@iowaagriculture.gov 
The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship is an equal opportunity employer and provider. 

 

 Receipt of this information implies knowledge of Iowa Commercial Feed Law.  Consequently, any commercial feed found 

from that is for sale in Iowa and not properly registered with our department or otherwise noncompliant with pet food 

regulations will be considered deliberate indifference and subject to immediate statewide Stop Sale & Removal.   
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http://petfood.aafco.org/
http://petfood.aafco.org/
http://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/Products/AnimalFoodFeeds/PetFood/default.htm
http://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/Products/AnimalFoodFeeds/PetFood/default.htm
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=da6071c5b9a517432b65537a7adcb896&c=ecfr&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title21/21cfrv6_02.tpl
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=da6071c5b9a517432b65537a7adcb896&c=ecfr&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title21/21cfrv6_02.tpl
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/feedandfertilizer.asp
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/law/iowaCode/sections?codeChapter=198&year=2014
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/law/administrativeRules/rules?agency=21&chapter=42&pubDate=01-08-2014

