
Advancing Agriculture  
in the States 



What is NASDA? 
• The National Association of State Departments 

of Agriculture is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 
association which represents the elected and 
appointed commissioners, secretaries, and 
directors of the departments of agriculture in all 
fifty states and four U.S. territories.  



Our Mission 

• NASDA grows and enhances agriculture by 
forging partnerships and creating consensus to 
achieve sound policy outcomes between state 
departments of agriculture, the federal 
government, and stakeholders. 



NASDA is Celebrating 100 Years 
Agriculture Amplified 

• Our 100th Anniversary 
Meeting will be September 
21 – 24 in Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 



Strategic Plan Video 



What issues are important to us?  

• Pollinator Health 
• Food Safety and the Food Safety Modernization 

Act (FSMA) 
• Waters of the United States (WOTUS) 
• And much more! 



Pollinator Health 
• Pollinators contribute to 1 out of every 3 bites of 

food we eat. 
• NASDA members are actively engaged in 

communicating and identifying the various 
factors impacting honey bee health   

• NASDA members are leading pollinator health 
efforts through the development of State 
Managed Pollinator Protection Plans. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pollinators contribute to 1 out of every 3 bites of food we eat, and they provide pollination services to over 1200 different crops.  NASDA members are actively engaged in communicating and identifying the various factors (nutrition, habitat and forage, disease and parasite resistance, and genetic diversity) impacting honey bee health and more importantly, developing solutions to promote pollinator health. NASDA members are leading pollinator health efforts through the development of State Managed Pollinator Protection Plans (MP3’s or “State Plans”), which bring forward solutions so beekeepers, growers, applicators, and other agricultural stakeholders are able to work together in a productive and collaborative manner.



Waters of the United States (WOTUS) 
• The final EPA and Army Corps of Engineers 

WOTUS rule is inappropriately expansive in 
scope and will deprive states of sovereignty over 
their water resources. 
 

• The rule will result in unreasonable costs and 
significant legal vulnerability for agricultural 
producers.   
 

• EPA should postpone  
implementation of the rule.  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The final EPA and Army Corps of Engineers Waters of the US (WOTUS) rule is inappropriately expansive in scope and will deprive states of sovereignty over their water resources. The rule will excessively burden state regulatory programs and result in unreasonable costs and significant legal vulnerability for agricultural producers.   Due to a lack of outreach and because of uncertainty surrounding litigation over this rule, EPA should postpone implementation of the rule. (NASDA wrote the agencies 8/27 asking for this)  NASDA continues to press Congress to roll back the rule and direct EPA and the Corps to initiate robust discussions with state departments of agriculture, other state agencies, and impacted stakeholders prior to any further rulemakingFrom 10/16 member update: Days after the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals issued a nationwide stay of the EPA and Corps of Engineers Waters of the US (WOTUS) rule, the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation denied a request by the federal government to consolidate the numerous district court cases challenging the rule into the District Court for the District of Columbia. Efforts are continuing on the Hill to enact legislation directing the agencies to withdraw the rule. Legislation funding the government is seen as the most likely (and probably only) vehicle for the WOTUS legislation, which makes it very important for Congress to pass an omnibus appropriations bill, rather than a Continuing Resolution.



Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) 

• Food safety is a major priority for the state 
departments of agriculture.  
 

• Implementation of FSMA cannot become an 
unfunded mandate. 
 

• “Educate before you regulate” is the only 
pathway to a preventive approach that works. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Food safety is a major priority for the state departments of agriculture and NASDA, especially since FDA published drafts for seven major rules to implement FSMA.  FSMA must be federally funded in a way that puts all seven rules into play simultaneously. Implementation of this law cannot become an unfunded mandate – public health and the need for safe fruits and vegetables in our diet are too important.  State departments of agriculture and FDA require new resources to implement. A prevention-based approach to food safety requires FDA to get the rules right and change the culture at FDA. Farmers must recognize themselves in the rules while being able to grow fruits and vegetables safely and comply with the new requirements.  “Educate before you regulate” is the only pathway to a preventive approach that works.



Avian Influenza Resource Page 
• www.nasda.org/avianinfluenza 

 

http://www.nasda.org/avianinfluenza


Learn more and Contact Me! 

• Visit us online at 
www.nasda.org 

• Subscribe to our weekly 
newsletter at 
www.nasda.org/news.aspx.  

• Follow us on Twitter 
@NASDANews 

• Like us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/NASDA
DC.  
 
 
 

• Amanda Culp 
Director, Communications 
amanda@nasda.org 
(202) 296-6980 
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