Avian Influenza- 2015 Summary

The USDA has described the H5N2 Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza outbreak of 2015 as the largest animal
health emergency in U.S. history. Nationwide there were 223 detections of HPAI from Dec. 19, 2015 through
June 17, 2015. There were 48 million birds in 21 states affected, but lowa and Minnesota were the most
severely impacted.

In lowa, there were a total of 77 premises in 17 counties and 31.5 million birds were affected with the disease.
This includes 35 commercial turkey flocks, 22 commercial egg production flocks, 13 pullet flocks, 1 chicken
breeding flock, 1 mail order hatchery, and 5 backyard flocks.

As of early December, all HPAI quarantines have been lifted. lowa poultry producers are resilient, with all but
one of the 72 commercial poultry farms that had quarantines on their facilities having begun the restocking
process or are fully restocked. To lift the quarantine, all sites completed the cleaning and disinfection process
and had negative environmental tests. They also underwent a 21 day fallow period following disinfection.

The lowa response operated under a Unified Command involving the lowa Department of Agriculture and
Land Stewardship (IDALS) and USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) Veterinary Services.

The Department had responsibility for maintaining safe movement of poultry and poultry products from farms
that were affected by HPAI. IDALS issued a total of 3,700 movement permits to 42 states and the Virgin
Islands. This includes 2,323 permits issued for movements within lowa and 1,377 permits have been issued for
movements out of state.



