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As you have noted, the comment period has been extended until June 19, 2010. Please feel free
to supplement your comments if you would like to provide any further feedback.

Communicating policies clearly is important to me, and I take the public’s feedback very
seriously. We have made this guidance available to the public earlier in the process so that we
can learn from initial comments prior to proposing the guidance. After the current comment
period has ended, FSIS will review the comments received and determine what changes to the
guidance are needed. FSIS will then announce the availability of the revised draft guidance for a
second round of comments in the Federal Register.

I'recognize that the smaller plants also share USDA’s dedication to food safety, and I intend to
have USDA do everything possible to help these plants succeed. I would like small and very
small plants to continue to provide the public with the great variety of safe and high-quality
products that they currently produce.

Again, thank you for writing and for your comments. I hope I have allayed your concerns and
clarified USDA’s desire to help this valued segment of American agriculture.

Sincerely,

Thom ilsack
Secretary



