	[image: Dnrlogo5]




[bookmark: _GoBack]January 21, 2014 DNR Report to State Soil Conservation Committee/CDI 
Steve Hopkins, DNR Nonpoint Source Coordinator

DNR 2013 Watershed Success Story Publication:
The 2013 edition of “Working for Clean Water: 2013 Iowa Watershed Success” is now available.  Since 2007, the annual publication has featured eight different categories of successful watershed and water quality restoration efforts in Iowa. The success stories featured in the 2013 version include Green Valley Lake, the Turkey River watershed, Clear Lake, Venture Marsh, carp control barriers, Big Wall Lake, Little River Lake, and the Blumhagen family of the Yellow River watershed.  Hard copies will be made available to the State Soil Conservation Committee. Electronic copies of the publication will be available on the DNR Watershed Improvement webpage: 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environment/WaterQuality/WatershedImprovement/WatershedSuccesses.aspx

Camping Guest Days Increase at Iowa State Parks
(from DNR Communications): The “Total Camping Guest Days in Iowa State Parks” increased from 2012 to 2013 as follows:
2013: 718,539
2012: 709,595

Top 12 State Parks for Camping Nights in 2013
Lewis and Clark State Park
Viking Lake State Park
Rock Creek State Park
Lake Ahquabi State Park
Clear Lake State Park
Brushy Creek State Recreation Area
Lake Anita State Park
Ledges State Park
Backbone State Park
Lake Manawa
Marble Beach State Recreation Area
Lake Macbride

--10 of the top 12 parks have ongoing or completed lake and/or watershed improvement projects

2013 Lakes Restoration Annual Report:
The DNR Lake Restoration Program 2013 annual report and 2014 plan is also now available.  The program provides state funding for lake and watershed restoration efforts in Iowa. The report highlights three  lake restoration projects—the Iowa Great Lakes, Lake Darling, and Prairie Rose Lake, provides updates on 24 lake restoration projects in progress and on 14 additional projects in outreach.  The 2013 annual report will be available on the DNR Lake Restoration webpage:
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environment/WaterQuality/LakeRestoration.aspx


Small Feedlot Project Holds Dairy and Beef Field Event:
The “Water Quality Initiatives for Small Beef and Dairy Feedlots Project” held a dairy and beef field day in Delaware County on November 19, 2013, to showcase runoff control practices at several local dairy open lots and beef feedlots.  Project activities are led by ISU Extension, in cooperation with agency and industry partners, including DNR, IDALS, NRCS, the Iowa Cattleman’s Association, and the Iowa State Dairy Association.  The project is funded in part through an EPA Section 319 grant through Iowa DNR.  Attached separately is an article summarizing the event written by Jean Caspers-Simmet of Agri News.
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