Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture
January 27, 2014 report for the State Soil Conservation Committee
· The advisory board met December 5, 2013 at the ISU Alumni Center in Ames, IA.
· The Board welcomed a new member, Michael Naig, the new Deputy Secretary of Agriculture.  He was designated as the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) board representative by Agriculture Secretary Bill Northey.
· Director Rasmussen reported on a training session about the State of Iowa’s open meetings law.  The Leopold Center, and the Iowa Energy Center, which make decisions on allocations of tax dollars for funded research, are the only ISU units that must comply with this law.  
· Chairman Summerville called for discussion of the FY2014 full proposals by the Initiative leaders. The proposal review process remained the same as in previous years with each proposal scrutinized by staff, outside reviewers and board members.  Final award decisions will be made by mid- December, with all award letters mailed out by mid-January 2014.
· The LCSA is under budget in its expenditures for the last quarter.  The Center’s financial balance sheet is positive for the committed balance for the year and does not include future revenues or the funds for the new FY2014 grants from most recent RFP.
· DIRECTOR’S REPORT
· The Center will have an academic review of its operations in 2014 and 2015.  Names of potential members of the review panel have been gathered and Director Rasmussen will forward them to the Provost. In contrast to past reviews, this one will focus on future plans and strategies.  
· The board received copies of the report prepared by the Legislative Services Agency about the Center this fall. After it was issued, the Des Moines Register questioned it and was told this was merely a routine exercise by the Agency.  
· The Legislative Breakfast will be held at the Iowa Capitol Building on Wednesday February 26, 2014.  
· Advisory Board meetings have been held in all but one quadrant of Iowa, so the June 2014 meeting will be held in southwest Iowa. The Armstrong Farm near Lewis has been suggested as a possible venue.
· Corry Bregendahl’s analysis of the impacts of the work of the Regional Food Systems Working Group has received considerable press and media coverage.  
· The ISU Department of Ecology, Evolution and Organismal Biology received $4,500 from the Ecology Initiative to analyze lake sediment cores. This is part of a special U.S. Geological Services project. 
· The Center has finalized the MOU for its three-year sponsorship of the Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems and Community Development.  
· LCSA support has been given to the National Sustainable Ag Coalition and the Sustainable Agriculture Food Systems Funders Group. 
· A $25,000 MOU of three years has been renewed and signed with ISU’s Graduate Program in Sustainable Agriculture; the LCSA is to have some voice in its student selections.   
· Director Rasmussen:
· will be speaking at the first Farmer Veteran Coalition conference in Des Moines on December 14,
· has been a reviewer for eight grant proposal submissions to the Iowa Water Center with one or two likely to be funded. (The Water Center will receive $25,000 from the LCSA to serve as the local match for their federal funding.)  
· has agreed to teach several lectures in the Departments of Animal Science and Veterinary Microbiology.  He will be teaching rumen/gut microbiology courses during Spring 2014.  The classes focus on eukaryotes and unusual gastrointestinal tract microbes including termites.
· is investigating the possibilities for the LCSA to receive funds to endow faculty positions in sustainable agriculture.
· THE SPENCER AWARD PRESENTATION 
· Matthew Liebman, ISU Professor of Agronomy and H.A. Wallace Endowed Chair of Sustainable Agriculture, was honored with the 2013 Spencer Award, a plaque and a $1,000 honorarium.  Liebman was chosen for his long-term work on crop rotational studies, low-input production and multi-functional cropping systems.  Elaine Spencer, who endowed the award with her brother Robert in 2001, made the journey from Seattle to present the honor to Liebman.  

The next board meeting will take place Friday, March 7, 2014.  

As always please check the LCSA Center website for current information.

Respectfully submitted,

Dale E. Farnham

The Leopold Center is a research and education center on the campus of Iowa State University created to identify and reduce negative environmental and social impacts of farming and develop new ways to farm profitably while conserving natural resources. The Center's work is focused in these initiatives - ecological systems research, marketing and food systems research, policy research and cross-cutting research that bridges all areas (water, energy, soil and alternative farming systems).
