[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Conservation Districts of Iowa
March 2014 Report to SSCC
[image: ]

Iowa Conservation Partnership Day 

* 59 Commissioners/assistants from 37 SWCDs attended.

*Displays from the nine CDI Regions and partners including IDALS-DSC, NRCS, 
DNR, ILF & LICA.

*Governor Branstad, Lt. Governor Reynolds & Secretary Northey attended around 11AM.

* Spoke at three committees: Agricultural & Natural Resources Budget Subcommittee, Room 305; House Agriculture Committee, Room 102 and Senate Natural Resources and Environment Committee, Room 24.

Spring Regional Meetings throughout the state of Iowa-5 done, 4 to go!
· Region 8 – Taylor/Adams SWCD, Lenox Community Center, 210 East Dallas Street, Lenox   Tuesday, February 25, 10 a.m – 2 p.m.
· Region 9 – Wayne SWCD, Pin Oak Marsh, South of Chariton on Hwy 14
Tuesday, February 25, 4 p.m. – 8 p.m.
· Region 6 – Polk SWCD, Johnston Public Library, 6700 Merle Hay Rd., Johnston
Wednesday, February, 26, 10 a.m – 2 p.m.
· Region 7 – Cedar SWCD, Tipton Country Club, 1143 Cedar Valley Rd., Tipton
Thursday, February 27, 10 a.m – 2 p.m.
· Region 4 – Dubuque SWCD, Country Junction Restaurant, 913 15th Ave. SE, Dyersville
Thursday, February 27, 4 p.m. – 8 p.m.

* Region 1 – Plymouth SWCD, Hillview Recreation Area, 25610 C60, Hinton
Wednesday, March 12, 10 a.m – 2 p.m.
* Region 5 – Harrison SWCD, Logan Community Building, 108 W. 4th St., Logan
Wednesday, March 12, 4 p.m. – 8 p.m.
* Region 3 – Hardin SWCD, Calkins Nature Center, 18335 135th St., Iowa Falls
Thursday, March 13, 10 a.m – 2 p.m.
* Region 2 – Hamilton SWCD, Kamrar Lion’s Club, 430 Elm St., Kamrar
Thursday, March 13, 4 p.m. – 8 p.m.
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COVER CROP WORKSHOP WRAP UP
· POWER SHOW ATTENDANCE: 26,547

· WORKSHOP ATTENDANCE: 

January 28: 364
January 29: 668
January 30: 222
TOTAL: 1,254

· CCA CEU’s: 28 different CCA’s signed up for CEU’s

· SURVEY RESULTS: 161 surveys returned
1. If cover crop workshops like today’s were offered in the future, would you recommend them to a friend? 



2. How did you hear about the Cover Crop Workshop?Other:

· NRCS: 9
· Radio: 9
· Word of Mouth/Friend: 4
· Ag Talk: 2
· Work: 2
· CDI: 1
· You Tube: 1
· WFAN: 1
· PFI: 1
· Iowa Pork Congress: 1
· Email: 1
· Email and phone: 1
· Online: 1
· Exhibitor recommendation: 1
· Other, unspecified: 1
· 




3. Have you ever planted Cover Crops?

If yes, total cover crop acres: 27,467 acres + 40,000 acres/ year by an aerial applicator
85 acres - 2
100 acres – 3
120 acres - 3
143 acres - 1
150 acres- 2
160 acres - 1
200 acres - 4
220 acres – 1
250 acres - 1
270 acres - 1
300 acres - 5
320 acres- 1
450 acres - 1


480 acres - 1
500 acres - 1
600 acres – 3
1000 acres - 8
1200 acres - 2
1800 acres - 1
2000 acres – 1
4500 acres - 1



1 or < acres - 4
5 acres - 2
10 acres- 3
15 acres - 1
17 acres - 1
20 acres - 1
25 acres – 1
30 acres - 1
40 acres – 3
50 acres- 1
56 acres - 1
60 acres - 5
70 acres - 1



Under 100 acres: 27
100-500 acres: 26
600-1,000 acres: 11
Over 1,000 acres: 5






GROUPED RESULTS

ALL RESULTS


4. Do you plan to plant cover crops in the future? 








5. What are the biggest barriers for farmers using cover crops in Iowa? Check all that apply to you.
I cannot find cover crop seed in my area.
Other
Cover crop seed is in short supply.
Nobody in my area uses cover crops.
Not enough is known about the soil health and water quality benefits of cover crops.
I am not convinced cover crops are right for my farm.
Trusted ag advisors (farmers, NRCS, agronomists, extension, seed dealer, etc.) do not have sufficient knowledge of cover crops to answer my questions.
I am worried that cover crops will reduce yields in crops that follow.

Other barriers of farmers using cover crops in Iowa: 

- People don’t understand the long term value   					      Education
- Farmers lack of awareness and the vital need for participation 
and success of Iowa's nutrient management strategy. To keep
soil conservation and water quality and other environmental 
performance issues voluntary and locally led producers must adopt
different production practices
- Education on cover crops
- Don't know who to ask questions-who to call
- This is Iowa. We don't need this stuff
- Got good dirt already
- I love fall tillage
- Ag supplier

- Timing vs manure application and fall tillage for cover crop 			           Timing
- Hard to get seeded
- Hard to get seeded
- Finding a way to apply soon enough
- Proper seeding method-aerial looks promising 
- Timing of planting
- Timing/weather
- Timing

-Money, no firm data on yield following cover crops 	               Threat to cash crop/profit
- Cost for return/margin
- Cost
- Cost
- Worried about moisture loss
- Cover crops provide additional mental challenge to keep gray matter from dying

- Killing the cover crop? 								  Termination
- Killing cover crop
- Kill
- Termination

- Don’t know which herbicides are safe to use so 					       Herbicide
- I can establish cover crops that fall without 
- Unknown herbicide carry over restrictions
- Herbicide carry over interactions not known

- Planting equipment	 								     Equipment
- No high clearance planter
- Renter wants to apply fall anhydrous			          Landowner/Tenant Relations
- Not currently farming

- We run cows and any cover crop we will plant will be harvested,    		       Insurance
either by the cows or mechanically. Until recently you couldn't 
insure the 2nd crop and that is a problem

Other Notes: 

· Please provide written info as well as speakers, something to pass along to someone not here
· I need to convince my tenant farmer to use cover crops to control erosion-Cherokee Co, IA
· Have to be well managed. Start small
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Soil and Water Conservation Week 
*Celebrate Soil and Water Conservation Week with an activity Sunday, April 27-Sunday, May 4.

*Memo & promotional materials have been provided to Districts from CDI, SSCC & IDALS-DSC

Upcoming Dates of Importance
*Envirothon Regional Competitions: Hawkeye Community College in Waterloo March 10, Cherokee Community Center in Cherokee March 12, Kirkwood Community Colleges in Iowa City March 17, Fairgrounds in Red Oak March 19, DMACC in West Des Moines March 20.
 
*Poster contest submissions & forms due to SWCDs March 28
*District Scholarship winners due to Regional Director April 4
*Envirothon State Competition: Springbrook State Park near Guthrie Center April 7

*Resolution due to CDI April 11

*Next Farm Bill Reports are due April 15
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