 Director’s Report April 3, 2014
Employee of the Month:
Employee of the month for March was Gary Wenger.  Gary is the State Soil Conservation Technician in the Washington Field office.  He was nominated by Doug Morningstar, Area Engineer for Area 5 and Tony Maxwell, District Conservationist for the Washington Field Office. Gary was recognized for testing and embracing the new terrace design software. Gary’s interest in trying to understand and use the tool and continuous questions to engineering staff helped not only him but aided the engineering staff to understand the needs and issues of the typical field office user.  His certificate was presented at the Area 5 all employee meeting on Thursday, March 6, 2014.  You may contact Gary and congratulate him at gary.wenger@ia.nacdnet.net.
Proposed budget for FY 15:
Request increased General Fund support to restore (28) positions to FY 2008 levels:
					Soil Technician 1-- $27,622.40 Base
                                                                           		     $24,793.97 Benefits
							___________________											    $52,416.37 X 12    = $628,996.44
					
State Secretaries -- $32,905.60 Base
							    $25,656.00 Benefits
							_____________________
							     $58,561.60 X 16 = $936,985.60
								      Total -- = $1,565,982.04
Request continued support for Commissioner’s Expenses.
	
	FY14 
Appropriation
	FY2015 Ask
	IDALS FY2015
Request
	Governor's 
Recommendation
	House Study
Bill 679

	IDALS Operations
(Additional increase)
	
	
	$705,621 GF
	No Increase
	$17,605,492

	Water Quality Initiative
(Nutrient Strategy)
	$2,400,000GF
$10,000,000GF 
	$6,650,000 a
	$6,650,000 GF
	$4,400,000 GF
	$4,400,000 GF

	Ag Drainage Well 
Closure
	$1,620,000 GF
	$1,550,000 b
	$1,200,000 EFF
	$550,000 EFF
$0 GF
$0 RIIF
	
$50,000 EFF

	CREP
	$1,000,000 EFF
	$2,000,000 c
	$1,000,000 EFF
	$1,000,000 EFF
	$1,000,000 EFF

	DI/CRP
	$1,000,000 EFF 
	$2,000,000 d
	$1,000,000 EFF
	$1,000,000 EFF
	$1,000,000 EFF

	Farm Demonstration
(IFLM)
	$625,000 EFF
	$850,000 e
	$625,000 EFF
	$625,000 EFF
	$625,000 EFF

	Watershed Protection
	$900,000 EFF
	$2,750,000 f
	$900,000 EFF
	$900,00 EFF
	$900,00 EFF

	IFIP/Cost Share
	$6,650,000 EFF
$7,000,000 GF
	$7,000,000 g
	$6,650,000 EFF
	$6,650,000 EFF
	$7,375,000 EFF

	Soil Conservation Acct
	$2,550,000 EFF 
	$2,550,000 EFF
	$2,750,000 h
	$2,550,000 EFF
	$2,250,000 EFF

	Urban Conservation
	$0 
	$0 
	$1,250,000 I
	$1,000,000 EFF
	$0 EFF

	Loess Hills/Hungry
Canyons
	$525,000 EFF
	$525,000 EFF
$75,000 GF
	$525,000 j
	$525,000 EFF
$75,000 GF
	$800,000 EFF
$75,000 GF

	SIDCA    
	$0 
	$0 
	$250,000 
	$0 
	$0 

	REAP
	
	
	
	
	$16,000,000 

	Silos & Smokestacks
	
	
	
	
	$200,000 EFF



Environment First Fund – EFF
Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund – RIIF
General Fund – GF

OTHER FUNDS:   
	

	$0


                              REAP funding $25 million
                              Support $2,000,000 for WIRB  	                
	
a) This Initiative will address the quality of our streams and water resources in a scientific, reasonable, and cost effective manner.   By prioritizing cost share programs in targeted watersheds and encouraging statewide practice implementation, the Initiative will increasingly reduce the amount of nitrogen and phosphorous delivered to Iowa waterways.  Widespread adoption and ongoing assessment and scientific study to improve the impact of these voluntary practices could help avoid much more costly federal regulations that will greatly impede Iowa's robust agriculture economy. In conjunction with the already significant financial resources expended on water quality in our state, the Initiative will help Iowa continue to be a national leader in improving water quality.

b) This will help us close eight (8) more Ag Drainage Wells.  This will get us closer to closing the remaining 38 current registered Ag Drainage Wells.

c) Increase of $1 million above FY2013 level in order to eliminate waiting list of landowners wanting to participate in Iowa CREP. CREP has been identified as a primary nutrient removal strategy to address Gulf Hypoxia.  Helps implement the “Nutrient Reduction Strategy.”

d) Increase of $1 million above FY2013 level. These program dollars give IDALS/DSC the best opportunity to provide match money for federal farm programs and Mississippi River Basin Initiative (MRBI) and build SWCD capacity to support water quality projects.

e) Returns funding to FY2008 levels. Especially important as EPA and federal support has been reduced.

f) Returns funding to FY2008 levels in order to meet demand for water quality improvement projects. Current projects and applications exceed $3,000,000 over present funding levels.

g) Still have over $18 million on a waiting list.
h) Will support adding 4 important Administrative/Technical positions. Increase of $200,000
i) This supports an ever growing erosion control and water quality improvement need in urban and development areas. 

j) Returns funding to FY2011 levels. Helps prevent erosion and reduces flooding. Also helps rural Southern Iowa and counties maintain road infrastructure.
Other topics:
We worked closely with our partners to hold nine good regional meetings across the state.  There was good attendance and thanks to the SSCC and CDI some important topics (bonding, fundraising, educating, cost share funding, experience works, Agren tools, host district highlights, partner reports and more) were discussed.  Thank you to everyone who helped and participated.
WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES PRPOSED RULES:
EPA and Army Corps of Engineers Clarify Protection for Nation’s Streams and Wetlands: Agriculture’s Exemptions and Exclusions from Clean Water Act Expanded by Proposal 
Release Date: 03/25/2014
Contact Information: Julia Q. Ortiz, ortiz.julia@epa.gov, 202-564-1931; En español: Lina Younes; younes.lina@epa.gov , 202-564-9924, 202-564-4355 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Army Corps) today jointly released a proposed rule to clarify protection under the Clean Water Act for streams and wetlands that form the foundation of the nation’s water resources. The proposed rule will benefit businesses by increasing efficiency in determining coverage of the Clean Water Act. The agencies are launching a robust outreach effort over the next 90 days, holding discussions around the country and gathering input needed to shape a final rule.

Determining Clean Water Act protection for streams and wetlands became confusing and complex following Supreme Court decisions in 2001 and 2006. For nearly a decade, members of Congress, state and local officials, industry, agriculture, environmental groups, and the public asked for a rulemaking to provide clarity.

The proposed rule clarifies protection for streams and wetlands. The proposed definitions of waters will apply to all Clean Water Act programs. It does not protect any new types of waters that have not historically been covered under the Clean Water Act and is consistent with the Supreme Court’s more narrow reading of Clean Water Act jurisdiction.

“We are clarifying protection for the upstream waters that are absolutely vital to downstream communities,” said EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy. “Clean water is essential to every single American, from families who rely on safe places to swim and healthy fish to eat, to farmers who need abundant and reliable sources of water to grow their crops, to hunters and fishermen who depend on healthy waters for recreation and their work, and to businesses that need a steady supply of water for operations.”

"America's waters and wetlands are valuable resources that must be protected today and for future generations,” said Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works) Jo-Ellen Darcy. “Today's rulemaking will better protect our aquatic resources, by strengthening the consistency, predictability, and transparency of our jurisdictional determinations. The rule's clarifications will result in a better public service nationwide."

The health of rivers, lakes, bays, and coastal waters depend on the streams and wetlands where they begin. Streams and wetlands provide many benefits to communities – they trap floodwaters, recharge groundwater supplies, remove pollution, and provide habitat for fish and wildlife. They are also economic drivers because of their role in fishing, hunting, agriculture, recreation, energy, and manufacturing.

About 60 percent of stream miles in the U.S. only flow seasonally or after rain, but have a considerable impact on the downstream waters. And approximately 117 million people – one in three Americans – get drinking water from public systems that rely in part on these streams. These are important waterways for which EPA and the Army Corps is clarifying protection.

Specifically, the proposed rule clarifies that under the Clean Water Act and based on the science: 
· Most seasonal and rain-dependent streams are protected.
· Wetlands near rivers and streams are protected.
· Other types of waters may have more uncertain connections with downstream water and protection will be evaluated through a case specific analysis of whether the connection is or is not significant. However, to provide more certainty, the proposal requests comment on options protecting similarly situated waters in certain geographic areas or adding to the categories of waters protected without case specific analysis. 
The proposed rule preserves the Clean Water Act exemptions and exclusions for agriculture. Additionally, EPA and the Army Corps have coordinated with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to develop an interpretive rule to ensure that 53 specific conservation practices that protect or improve water quality will not be subject to Section 404 dredged or fill permitting requirements. The agencies will work together to implement these new exemptions and periodically review, and update USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service conservation practice standards and activities that would qualify under the exemption. Any agriculture activity that does not result in the discharge of a pollutant to waters of the U.S. still does not require a permit.

The proposed rule also helps states and tribes – according to a study by the Environmental Law Institute, 36 states have legal limitations on their ability to fully protect waters that aren’t covered by the Clean Water Act.

The proposed rule is supported by the latest peer-reviewed science, including a draft scientific assessment by EPA, which presents a review and synthesis of more than 1,000 pieces of scientific literature. The rule will not be finalized until the final version of this scientific assessment is complete.

Forty years ago, two-thirds of America’s lakes, rivers and coastal waters were unsafe for fishing and swimming. Because of the Clean Water Act, that number has been cut in half. However, one-third of the nation’s waters still do not meet standards.

The proposed rule will be open for public comment for 90 days from publication in the Federal Register. The interpretive rule for agricultural activities is effective immediately.

More information: www.epa.gov/uswaters 

Watch Administrator McCarthy’s overview: http://youtu.be/ow-n8zZuDYc

Watch Deputy Chief of Staff Arvin Ganesan’s explanation: http://youtu.be/fOUESH_JmA0

Clean Water Act Exclusions and Exemptions Continue for Agriculture

U.S. EPA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers have proposed a joint rule to clarify the types of waters that are and are not covered by the Clean Water Act to bring certainty and predictability, including to agriculture. For the past several years, EPA and the Army Corps have listened to important input from the agriculture community. Using the input from those discussions, the agencies then worked with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to ensure that concerns raised by farmers and the agricultural industry were addressed in the proposed rule.

The proposed rule focuses on reducing the confusion and complexity about where the Clean Water Act applies following Supreme Court decisions in 2001 and 2006. The proposed rule is consistent with the more narrow readings of Clean Water Act protection by the Supreme Court. Any normal farming activity that does not result in a point source discharge of pollutants into waters of the U.S. still does not require a permit.

The proposed rule preserves existing Clean Water Act exemptions and exclusions for agricultural activities.  In addition, in coordination with USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation Service, EPA and the Army Corps will now exempt 53 established NRCS conservation practices implemented in accordance with published standards from Clean Water Act Section 404 dredged or fill permitting requirements if they occur in waters covered by the Clean Water Act.

The proposed rule will:
•	Preserve current agricultural exemptions for Clean Water Act permitting, including:
o 	Normal farming, silviculture, and ranching practices. Those activities include plowing, seeding, cultivating, minor drainage, and harvesting for production of food, fiber, and forest products.
o   Upland soil and water conservation practices.
o   Agricultural stormwater discharges.
o   Return flows from irrigated agriculture.
o   Construction and maintenance of farm or stock ponds or irrigation ditches on dry land.
o   Maintenance of drainage ditches.
o   Construction or maintenance of farm, forest, and temporary mining roads.
•	Provide greater clarity and certainty to farmers.
•	Avoid economic burden on agriculture.
•	Encourage the use of voluntary conservation practices.
•	Be consistent with and support existing USDA programs.

The proposed rule will NOT:
• Cover groundwater
• Cover tiles drains
• Increase regulation of ditches
• Protect any new types of waters
• Affect areas generally previously excluded from jurisdiction, including:
o    Artificially irrigated areas that would revert to upland if irrigation stops.
o	Artificial lakes or ponds created by excavating and/or diking dry land and used for purposes such purposes as rice growing, stock watering or irrigation.
o    Artificial ornamental waters created for primarily aesthetic reasons. 
o    Water-filled depressions created as a result of construction activity. 
o    Pits excavated in upland for fill, sand, or gravel.
o 	  Prior converted cropland.
o    Waste treatment systems (including treatment ponds or lagoons).
Improving Opportunities for Conservation Programs
EPA and the Army Corps have worked with USDA to improve opportunities for farmers, ranchers, and foresters to participate in USDA’s voluntary conservation programs that help to protect water quality and improve the environment.

During the coordination with USDA, the agencies ensured that 53 specific agriculture conservation practices that help protect or improve water quality will not be subject to Clean Water Act dredged or fill permitting requirements, including habitat restoration and establishing riparian forest buffers. This is being done through an interpretive rule that was published at the same time as the proposed rule and will go into effect immediately.

To qualify for this exemption, the activities must be part of an established farming, forestry, or ranching operation, consistent with the statute and regulations and be implemented in conformance with Natural Resource Conservation Service technical standards.

Farmers and producers will not need a determination of whether the activities are in “waters of the United States” to qualify for this exemption nor will they need site-specific pre-approval from either the Corps or the EPA before implementing these specified agricultural conservation practices to qualify for the exemption.

Through a memorandum of understanding, EPA, the Army Corps, and USDA have set up a process for working together to implement these new exemptions and for periodically identifying, reviewing, and updating NRCS conservation practice standards and activities that would qualify under the exemption.

[bookmark: _GoBack]More Information: www.epa.gov/uswaters
