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Staff Activities
Carla Ackley Carla.ackley@ia.nacdnet.net has accepted the secretary position in Taylor County.  Carla has been to Des Moines to meet the central office staff, initiate orientation to FARMS, and was provided an overview of DSC, our mission and our programs.
DSC has posted the vacant secretary position in Mahaska County.  Interviews will be conducted in the first week of April so we anticipate having this position filled by mid-April.

Chuck Hoelker, state technician in Plymouth County retired on 3/27/14.  Chuck had 24 years with IDALS-DSC and over 30 years with the Plymouth SWCD.  Chuck was a great asset to the department and will be missed.  We will replace this position back in Plymouth County by mid-May.
The last four Spring Regionals were held on March 12 and 13 for Regions 1, 2, 3, and 5. As with the previous 5 regionals, the major emphasis from the FS Bureau was to encourage SWCDs to implement several recommended changes that will help get cost share funds spent in a timelier manner. 
Staff continues to attend commissioner meetings encouraging them to utilize the following spend down options. (1) Implement stricter time limits, (2) provide and encourage use of the summer construction incentive, (3) utilize management practices, and (4) evaluate district cost share rates.  The goal of implementing these options is to get good conservation practices on the ground quicker.
Field Reps have been scheduling and attending annual reviews for the 31 water quality projects throughout the state.

Staff attended the Iowa Water Conference on March 3-4 in Ames.  The conference was again followed by the annual water quality project coordinator meeting on March 5 in Ames.

As previously reported, DSC is currently working closely with the NRCS regarding an issue our agencies are having with the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) and the Section 404 permits.  Our two previously scheduled meetings with the ACOE have been canceled due to weather and because the EPA and the Corps recently released their new proposed rule on defining waters of the US. The proposed rule is out on 90 day public comment at this time. Along with the proposed rule, EPA and the Corps issued an interpretive rule that takes effect immediately and describes certain conservation practices that are exempt from 404 permitting. Unfortunately, practices such as terraces and grade stabilization structures are not included on this list. IDALS will be putting together comments on the proposed rule. We also intend to pursue future meetings with the ACOE and NRCS to discuss the common goals of our respective agencies as it relates to protecting natural resources and to identify opportunities to streamline the review / permit process for the implementation of conservation practices where NRCS has the lead or is the Lead Federal Agency. You can find information at the following website. http://www2.epa.gov/uswaters 
