[bookmark: _GoBack]Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture
April 3, 2014 report for the State Soil Conservation Committee
· The advisory board met March 7, 2014 at the Iowa Soybean Association in Ankeny, IA.
· The Board welcomed a new member, Marc Linderman, the replacement for George Malanson, also from the University of Iowa’s Department of Geological and Sustainable Sciences. 
· Chairman Summerville introduced the Iowa Soybean Association’s Chief Operating Officer, Karey Claghorn.  She offered a synopsis of the Association’s varied projects within the state and also nationwide. This year the ISA is celebrating its 50th anniversary: 1964 through 2014. 
· Heather Scott explained that the LCSA has now funded all of the new FY2014 grants and that the operations expenditures were slightly increased (about 1%), particularly because of the research, educational, demonstration and planning grants just added.  Some items were one-time expenditures this quarter, such as the cost of the new Ricoh copier, and there were more travel costs than usual for staff members.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT
· Director Rasmussen reported on the attendance at the Wednesday, February 26 Legislative Breakfast sponsored by the LCSA.  There were 25 representatives and 13 senators who were at the event, as well as LCSA Board members Bill Ehm, Aaron Heley Lehman, Michael Naig and Keith Summerville and six staff members.  The items that the Center was allowed to advocate for (per the Iowa Board of Regents) were i) the 3.2 percent inflationary raise to the LCSA general education fund and ii) $75,000 for the Local Food and Farm Initiative.  
· This quarter a number of staff members traveled for the promotion and educational endeavors of the LCSA, including Rasmussen, Craig Chase, Corry Bregendahl, Arlene Enderton, Jeri Neal, and Laura Miller. Kirschenmann, through his Stone Barns affiliation, is involved with the emerging urban agriculture programs, particularly ones including children in New York.  Staff member, Priyanka Jayashankar, will be traveling on behalf of her project involving the study of value-added, supply-chain dairy products.  The traffic to the LCSA’s website was increased during the past quarter.  
· Center staff met with a Washington, D.C. contingent of college students who were interested in agricultural sustainability.
· The LCSA helped to sponsor ornithologist Stanley Temple’s guest lecture at ISU on the 100th anniversary of the extinction of the passenger pigeon.
· On April 1, the LCSA will be bringing in Ray Archuleta of the Greensboro, North Carolina office of the NRCS as the 2014 Shivvers Memorial lecturer.  Archuleta is known as the Soils Guy for his passionate presentations about soil health.
· Rasmussen reported that he was approached by Nature about helping sponsor a new magazine they are starting.  The cost was well beyond the Center’s budget capacity so he declined the opportunity. 

STRATEGIC PLAN
· The board took some time to consider item #5 of the strategic plan:  Enhance the Advisory Board’s role in support of sustainable agriculture.
· Discussion included how board members can connect and aspire to carry out their roles to promote the mission of the Center.
· The involved members should be encouraged to be more active as volunteers, in meetings with county commissioners and talks with commodity groups, so that these organizations may hear from knowledgeable people in order to try to adopt sustainable measures.

OPEN MEETING LAW
· Mark Settle, consultant with ISU Extension and Outreach and CALS, briefed the body on the open meetings law using a presentation of slides and handouts.  For the LCSA, this covers any discussion in which more than eight board members participate. This also includes matters which are discussed electronically, including video- and telephone-conferencing by a majority of the board’s members.  The upcoming meeting agenda must be posted 24 hours in advance on the Center’s website, on the Center’s door in Curtiss Hall and at the location of the meeting room.
· Within CALS, the Leopold Center and the Nutrient Research Center are the only two entities subject to the Open Meetings Law.


MARKETMAKER PRESENTATION
· Ray Hansen, head of the ISU Extension and Outreach Value Added Agriculture program, gave a presentation on its MarketMaker website, noting in particular its significant changes since it was created in 2008
· He noted that the Leopold Center had provided early financial support for the development and testing of the program.
· This web-based application of a variety of market data is being used in 19 states and Washington, D.C.
· It contains information on 300 niche markets tied to business and food processing.
· It is the most used food industry collection of data for market analysis and transparency of products’ movements.  
· There are data sets from both small vegetable and large farm producers compiled into directory-style e–filings. 
· MarketMaker is a web tool which lets a person find how to get their particular product(s) to the specific purchasers who want the product(s).
· There is no cost for participating in MarketMaker, and it also connects purchasers, data marketers and persons seeking employment. 

The next board meeting will take place Tuesday, June 3, 2014.  

As always please check the LCSA Center website for current information.

Respectfully submitted,

Dale E. Farnham

The Leopold Center is a research and education center on the campus of Iowa State University created to identify and reduce negative environmental and social impacts of farming and develop new ways to farm profitably while conserving natural resources. The Center's work is focused in these initiatives - ecological systems research, marketing and food systems research, policy research and cross-cutting research that bridges all areas (water, energy, soil and alternative farming systems).
