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1. Farm Bill -NRCS will provide $3.4 billion for conservation programs this fiscal year and $18.7 billion in conservation over the next five years. Below are key dates related to program rollout: (Please note, these dates are projected and subject to change) 
1. EQIP – Applicants can expect to be notified of funding decisions by mid-May and contracts developed starting at the end of May. 
1. CStP – Applicants can expect to be notified of funding decisions by early June. 
1. CSP’02 – Expiring contracts will have an opportunity to re-enroll for an additional five years, under certain conditions and specified criteria. NRCS will begin implementing this option by the end of this fiscal year. 
1. ACEP –Wetland reserve easement applications are currently being accepted. Funding decisions are also expected by July 31. Agricultural land easements implementation will begin after NHQ guidance is received around May 1st.
1. RCPP – A request for proposals will be issued in May, with proposal selection and agreements with partners expected by Sept. 30. 
1. VPA-HIP - The Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentives Program encourages private landowners to voluntarily make their land available to the public for wildlife-dependent recreation. A request for proposals will be issued in April, open to state and tribal governments, with proposal selection and agreements with partners by Sept. 30. 
For more information on conservation programs in the Farm Bill, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/farmbill. 

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Soil Health – Ray Archuleta and other national and state soil experts are providing soil health training to a multi-state group of NRCS employees as well as Iowa State University staff members.  The training wraps up April 3rd. A Soil Health training event involving North Dakota producer Gabe Brown and North Dakota District Conservationist Jay Fuhrer is being planned for June in Northeast Iowa. 

3. 2014 Iowa NRCS Budget - Based on appropriations received to date, we are operating with a projected deficit.  Additional adjustments are anticipated in mid April and may fill the current deficit.  Until we have additional information on our budget we will be very cautious with all non-essential funding decisions.   Agreements and filling non critical vacant positions will be on hold.

4. State Technical Committee Meetings – The State Technical Committee will be meeting on a quarterly basis and the next two meeting are being scheduled for late June and late August.  The State Technical Committee provides input to the NRCS State Conservationist and the FSA State Executive Director regarding conservation programs.  Two additional sub-committees will also be formed to support this process as follows;
a. Locally Led sub-committee – to provide input on strengthening and invigorating the locally led conservation process at the County level 
b. Strategic Planning Committee – to evaluate resource concerns and program implementation and then provide improvement suggestions. 

5. 404 Permits – A lot of discussion has been focused on the Section 404 permitting process that is authorized in the Clean Water Act.  
a. Proposed Rule Change and Interim Rule – US EPA and the US Army Corp of Engineers announced a proposed rule and an interim rule on March 25, 2014 regarding the Clean Water Act and the 404 permitting process.   The complete proposed rule and additional related information can be found at the following web site; http://www2.epa.gov/uswaters
b. Regional permits and permitting process – discussions with the Rock Island Branch of the US Army Corp of Engineers regarding regional permits and the permitting process time were temporarily delayed as a result of the proposed rule announcements, but have been rescheduled for April 11, 2014.  

6. Civil Rights Compliance Review – May 5-9, 2014, Iowa NRCS will be working with our National Civil Rights Staff to complete our regularly scheduled Civil Rights Compliance Review.  The review evaluates our efforts to address civil rights compliance in our program delivery and will involve visits to our state office and 20 of our field offices in Iowa.  District Commissioner involvement is encouraged while the review team is present at the Field Office.  

7. Staffing shifts – Jay Mar announced on March 31st that Marty Adkins would be serving a 90-day detail to work on special projects related to market-based conservation development and agribusiness engagement.  He also announced that Matt Drechsel will serve as the Acting State Resource Conservationist for a 90-day detail. Both details will begin after mid-year employee performance reviews are completed in mid-April.  A third announcement regarding the Acting Assistant State Conservationist for Area 3 (Northeast Iowa) is pending a final decision.


Respectfully submitted,
Jon Hubbert, Assistant State Conservationist for Operations
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