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Watershed Improvement Review Board  
The Watershed Improvement Review Board (WIRB) will meet March 28th. A Request For Applications closed Friday, February 28. We received 17 applications, with 12 of those applications meeting minimum criteria and being advanced to the WIRB for full consideration. The maximum grant request per applicant is $300,000. Presently there is about $1.15 million available in the RFA, meaning the board will be able to fund 4-5 applications if it chooses to do so. 

***Note- I will distribute a list of approved applications at the meeting on Thursday***

IDALS has offered, and the WIRB accepted, to take a more active role administering the program. The WIRB will transition to monthly cash advances for salary and benefits for funded projects. All other expenses will be paid on a cost reimbursement basis. SWCDs’ will utilize the FARMS system for payment of practices. Non-SWCD applicants will be reimbursed expenses through use of a GAX form. This system is more in-line with the IDALS-DSC and other state agencies payment procedures. These procedures will result in a more uniform distribution of workload and payment distribution. A series of training workshops were conducted in March to brief active grantees on program changes, and the new procedures will be discussed with future grantees as part of their grant initiation meeting.

Agricultural Drainage Well Program
The project in Humboldt County to close 12 ADWs remains on track and we will try to add two more ADWs with laterals pending funding and actual project costs. Additionally, an engineering study is underway for updated costs to close 7 additional ADWs in Humboldt County.

Staff is working with District offices to contact and meet with every landowner with remaining ADWs. Additionally, we have provided information to legislative staff on remaining program needs, including the number of wells remaining and known issues with those projects.

CREP  
There are a total of 23 projects that are under development in various phases. 6 of those projects have full funding obligations to cover project costs through completion. The remaining projects have partial obligations to cover preliminary engineering costs and are awaiting the availability of funds to make full obligations for all project costs through completion. We have about a 7-year wait list with the sites currently signed up based on a $1M/year appropriation for CREP. 

The annual CREP & Drainage Engineers meeting was held on March 27th in Fort Dodge after two weather-related postponements. 

Iowa Learning Farms
The ILF Steering Committee will meet on April 10 at the Wallace Building. There will be 12 field days next year throughout the state, with a shift back to diversity of conservation practices after heavy emphasis on cover crops in 2013. Presently, cover crop workshops are scheduled for April 8 in Carroll County and April 9 in East Pottawattamie County. Additionally, an ILF Field Day will be conducted near Malcom in Poweshiek County on April 3.


RFA for Demonstration Projects in the HUC 8 Priority Watersheds
The eight projects selected in the initial round of funding through the WQI Targeted Demonstration Grant program are underway, with grantees hiring coordinators and contracting with various project partners. Project staff will also meet with DSC staff and the ISU Science Team on April 2 to identify ways to better educate landowners and to continue project startup activities.

A second Request for Applications is currently open to identify additional demonstration partners. It is expected that any awards made through this RFA would begin no later than July 1, 2014 in order to provide for deployment of practices next Fall. Presently we are anticipating that up to $2.5 million in funding will be available through this RFA. The deadline to submit funding requests under this RFA is Monday, March 31st.

***Note- I will provide information on applications received at the meeting on Thursday***

Watershed Development and Planning Assistance Grants  
A Request For Proposals was issued and closed on January 31st. We received nine applications for funding and we have completed evaluation of those proposals. Based on those reviews, the following projects were tentatively selected to receive funding subject to development of work plans:
            Hancock SWCD:       	 Indian Lake Watershed
            Webster SWCD:         	South Lizard Watershed
            Jefferson SWCD:        	Crow Creek Watershed
            Mills SWCD:              	Waubonsie Creek Watershed
 

