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April 30, 2014 DNR Report to State Soil Conservation Committee/CDI 
Steve Hopkins, DNR Nonpoint Source Coordinator

DNR Environmental Services Division Realignment Completed April 14:
The DNR Environmental Services Division (ESD) completed a realignment on April 14 to consolidate services.  This included major changes to the DNR Iowa Geological and Water Survey (IGWS), through which seven former IGWS staff were hired by the University of Iowa to conduct geologic services, and other DNR IGWS staff were moved to Des Moines from Iowa City to consolidate services. 
  
Below is a summary of the realignment:
· Water Monitoring and Assessment Section became part of the Water Quality Bureau
· Watershed Improvement Section became part of the Water Quality Bureau
· Geographic Information Systems Section became part of the Land Quality Bureau
· Water Resources Section became the Flood Plains & Dam Safety Section (actual name still pending) and became part of the Land Quality Bureau
· Three waste load allocation and two water quality standards staff were moved to the Water Monitoring and Assessment Section
· 401 Certification staff were moved to the Water Monitoring and Assessment Section

Bill Ehm is the Environmental Services Division Administrator.

EPA Seeking Comments on Proposed “Waters of the U. S. Rule” Until July 21:
(From EPA Office of Water):  On March 25, EPA and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers jointly released a proposed rule to clarify protection under the Clean Water Act for streams and wetlands that form the foundation of the nation's water resources. On April 21, a 91 day public comment period opened on the proposed rule. People can submit comments on the proposed rule online, through email, regular mail or by courier until July 21, 2014. For more information:
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2014/04/21/2014-07142/definition-of-waters-of-the-united-states-under-the-clean-water-act#p-5

DNR Seeks Input on Proposed Animal Feeding Rules:
(From DNR Communications): The DNR will host six public hearings and is asking for public input on proposed rule changes regarding concentrated animal feeding operations. 

The proposed changes are required by state law and would bring Iowa’s requirements for concentrated animal feeding operations into compliance with federal regulations. The changes would also satisfy the terms of a work plan the DNR and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency signed in September 2013. 

The proposed rule changes would adopt federal regulations requiring confinements, or totally roofed, animal feeding operations that are concentrated animal feeding operations to comply with federal National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit requirements. The changes would also require animal feeding operations that have NPDES permits to comply with federal setback requirements for land application of manure. 

Iowans can comment in person or in writing at any of the following meetings: 
· May 6 at 6 p.m., Lime Creek Nature Center, 3501 Lime Creek Road, Mason City
· May 7 at 6 p.m., Clay County Administration Building, Boardroom, 300 W. Fourth St., Spencer
· May 8 at 6 p.m., Carroll County Courthouse, Meeting Room, 114 E. Sixth St., Carroll 
· May 9 at 10 a.m., Wallace State Office Building, Fourth Floor Conference Room, 502 E. Ninth St., Des Moines
· May 12 at 6 p.m., Northeast Iowa Community College, Dairy Center, Room 115, 1527 Highway 150 S., Calmar
· May 13 at 6 p.m., Washington County Conservation Board, Education Center, Marr Park, 2943 Highway 92, Ainsworth.

Or, send written comments to Gene Tinker, Iowa DNR, Wallace State Office Building, 502 E Ninth St., Des Moines, IA 50319-0034, or fax to 515-281-8895, or email Gene.Tinker@dnr.iowa.gov. 

Comments must be received on or before May 13.

Wind Damages Iowa’s National Champion Ash Tree:
(From DNR Communications):  The king is dead. Iowa’s 114-foot tall national champion black ash was damaged in a wind storm, ending its reign as the tallest ash in the country.  The damage was discovered recently by a team planning to give it a preventive treatment for emerald ash borer.  The top of the tree had blown down at around 30 to 35 feet up the trunk.
 
Nominated as a champion in 2011, the tree was 110 inches in diameter with a crown spread of 53 feet.  A medium sized ash is about 50 feet tall. The tree is in an isolated location on private property in Clayton County near Pikes Peak State Park which allowed it to reach this champion size. Its height also made it susceptible to wind damage.  There were no signs of emerald ash borer.

It is likely the next national champion will be from another state as Iowa currently does not have a tree close to those measurements.

For more information, contact Emma Hanigan, DNR Urban Forester, 515-281-5600.

Project AWARE Schedules Big Sioux River Cleanup for July 12 to 19:
(From DNR Communications):  Volunteers will have an opportunity this summer to spend their vacations working as aquatic garbage collectors – cleaning up, learning about and exploring 90 miles of the Big Sioux River between Sioux Falls, S.D., and Westfield, Iowa, from July 12 to 19.

Project AWARE, which stands for A Watershed Awareness River Expedition, is the Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ (DNR) annual volunteer river cleanup event. In addition to muscling trash out of the river, participants learn about watersheds, water quality, recycling and other natural resource topics. This year’s expedition marks AWARE’s 12th year. This year’s event is unique in that the Iowa DNR and the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks will team up to focus efforts on the Big Sioux River, which borders both states.

“South Dakota Department of Game, Fish & Parks is excited to partner with the Iowa DNR to provide resources and assist with cleanup along the Big Sioux River this coming July,” says District Park Supervisor Eric Vander Stouwe of South Dakota. “The objectives of this event complement our Department’s mission statement to protect and enhance South Dakota’s natural resources and outdoor recreational opportunities.  We look forward to our two states working side by side to clean up the section of the Big Sioux River from Gitchie Manitou to Westfield, Iowa.”

Volunteers participate by paddling down the river in canoes and cleaning up river trash along the way. Opportunities for land-based volunteers are also available. While the expedition lasts a week, volunteers may stay and help for as little or as long as they like.  

Project AWARE is family-friendly and provides the opportunity to experience a different river each year.  “This is a great opportunity for people around the state to see and experience the northwest corner of Iowa,” said Mark Bohner, a Le Mars resident and nine-year veteran of Project AWARE. “I got involved when Project AWARE was on the Little Sioux River in 2005. I’ve been hooked ever since and look forward to it each year.” 

In addition to river cleanup, Project AWARE also offers a unique blend of educational programs and demonstrations, volunteer camaraderie, camping and other outdoor recreation opportunities that enrich the experience. “The Sioux County Conservation Board is excited to have the opportunity to be part of Project AWARE.  This event has a reputation of being an outstanding program and provides stewardship, awareness, and newfound friendships,” said Sunday Ford, assistant director and naturalist for the Sioux County Conservation Board.

In the past 11 years, more than 2,800 AWARE volunteers from across the state have cleaned up more than 877 river miles, removing 277 tons of trash – 72 percent of which has been recycled – from rivers all across Iowa.

For more information on this event and to download the registration materials, visit www.iowaprojectaware.com.


Respectfully submitted,
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Steve Hopkins, Nonpoint Source Coordinator
Watershed Improvement Section
502 E. 9th
Des Moines, IA 50319 
515-281-6402
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