 Director’s Report April 30, 2014
Employee of the Month:
Employee of the month for April was Suzie Leeper.  Suzie is the State Secretary in the Pocahontas Field office. She was nominated by the staff at the Pocahontas SWCD. Suzie was recognized for her knowledge of the rules of the federal/state programs that are implemented in Pocahontas County. She helps to sell conservation on her private time as well as when she is at work. She helped achieve Pocahontas NRCS the highest amount of CSP applications accepted for Area 1. Suzie encourages State funded windbreaks and keeps the office motivated in getting her estimates so that she can obligate money State funded money timely. Pocahontas SWCD will fund 18 windbreaks for 2014. Congratulations can be sent to Suzanne.Leeper@ia.nacdnet.net. 
Proposed budget for FY 15:
Request increased General Fund support to restore (28) positions to FY 2008 levels:
					Soil Technician 1-- $27,622.40 Base
                                                                           		     $24,793.97 Benefits
							___________________											    $52,416.37 X 12    = $628,996.44
					
State Secretaries -- $32,905.60 Base
							    $25,656.00 Benefits
							_____________________
							     $58,561.60 X 16 = $936,985.60
								      Total -- = $1,565,982.04
Request continued support for Commissioner’s Expenses. 
FY13 $300,000.00	FY14 $300,000.00    FY15 $300,000.00
Other topics:
Permitting Conservation Practices through the ACOE (see below)
Area Engineers and Other;
Here is a recap of the parameters / limits we discussed during this morning’s teleconference.  If you have not already done so you may forward this information as you see appropriate.
Grassed Waterways:
Do not send a permit application to the Corp for grassed waterways unless:
1. The setting or area is adjacent to a wetland or fed by a wetland; or 
1. When there is perennial flow not caused by tile drainage

Wetland Restorations (657) / Enhancements (659):
Do not send a permit application to the Corp for a practice 657 or 659 if the only practices you are proposing to implement are shallow water excavations, tile breaks, replacing perforated pipe with non-perforated pipe, or seeding/plantings.  
Grade Stabilization Structure (410) / Pond (378)
1. Do not send a permit application to the Corp if the proposed setting for the 410/378 is in a site where row crops are planted downstream of the proposed structure.
1. Do not send a permit application to the Corp if the proposed 410 only sees water flow during and immediately following a precipitation event AND the structure does not nor will not store water.
Recapture (need a permit application) would apply to items 1 & 2 under the category of 410’s and 378’s if the site setting were to impact a wetland or have perennial flow not caused by tile drainage.
You are always welcome to contact myself (515-323-2220) or Mark McCurdy (515-323-2239) if you have a particular project / practice that you are not sure whether it should be sent in for a Corp Permit evaluation. Respectfully, Allen Gehring, P.E.
Waters of the U.S. proposed rules (see web link): http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-03/documents/wus_proposed_rule_20140325_prepublication.pdf 
For EPA’s webpage with comprehensive info on the WOUS, go to:   http://www.epa.gov/uswaters
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Actual Estimated Gov Rec House Action Senate Approp

FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2015 FY 2015 Difference H VS S

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

Agriculture and Land Stewardship

  Agriculture and Land Stewardship

     Native Horse & Dog Prog-Unclaimed Winnings 305,516 $                 305,516 $                 305,516 $              305,516 $                305,516 $              0 $                              

     Motor Fuel Inspection - RFIF 500,000 500,000 500,000 500,000 500,000 0 $                              

     Conservation Reserve Enhance - EFF 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 0 $                              

     Watershed Protection Fund - EFF 900,000 900,000 900,000 900,000 900,000 0 $                              

     Farm Management Demo - EFF 625,000 625,000 625,000 625,000 625,000 0 $                              

     Soil & Water Conservation - EFF 2,550,000 2,550,000 2,550,000 2,550,000 2,550,000 0 $                              

     Conservation Reserve Prog - EFF 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 0 $                              

     Cost Share - EFF 6,650,000 6,650,000 6,650,000 7,375,000 6,650,000 -725,000 $                  

     Agricultural Drainage Wells - EFF 550,000 0 550,000 550,000 0 -550,000 $                  

     Agricultural Drainage Wells - RIIF 1,000,000 0 0 0 0 0 $                              

     Silos & Smokestacks - EFF 0 0 0 200,000 0 -200,000 $                  

  Total Agriculture and Land Stewardship 15,080,516 $            13,530,516 $            14,080,516 $         15,005,516 $           13,530,516 $         -1,475,000 $               

  Loess Hills Dev. and Conservation

     Loess Hills - EFF 525,000 $                 525,000 $                 450,000 $              800,000 $                450,000 $              -350,000 $                  

Total Agriculture and Land Stewardship 15,605,516 $            14,055,516 $            14,530,516 $         15,805,516 $           13,980,516 $         -1,825,000 $               

     REAP - EFF 12,000,000 16,000,000 16,000,000 16,000,000 16,000,000 0 $                              
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Actual Estimated Gov Rec House Action Senate Approp

FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2015 FY 2015 Difference H VS S

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

Agriculture and Land Stewardship

  Agriculture and Land Stewardship

     Administrative Division 17,081,328 $            17,605,492 $            17,605,492 $            17,605,492 $            17,705,492 $           100,000 $                  

     Milk Inspections 189,196 189,196 189,196 189,196 189,196 0 $                             

     Farmers with Disabilities 130,000 130,000 130,000 130,000 130,000 0 $                             

     GF-Soil Conservation Division 7,000,000 0 0 0 0 0 $                             

     Local Food and Farm 75,000 75,000 75,000 75,000 75,000 0 $                             

     Agricultural Education 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 0 $                             

     Water Quality Initiative 10,000,000 2,400,000 4,400,000 4,400,000 4,400,000 0 $                             

     GF-Ag Drainage Wells 1,620,000 0 0 0 0 0 $                             

  Total Agriculture and Land Stewardship 36,120,524 $            20,424,688 $            22,424,688 $            22,424,688 $            22,524,688 $           100,000 $                  

  Loess Hills Dev. and Conservation

     Loess Hills Dev/Cons Authority FY02 0 $                            75,000 $                   75,000 $                   75,000 $                   0 $                           -75,000 $                  

Total Agriculture and Land Stewardship 36,120,524 $            20,499,688 $            22,499,688 $            22,499,688 $            22,524,688 $           25,000 $                    

Regents, Board of

  Regents, Board of

     ISU - Iowa Nutrient Research Center 0 $                            1,500,000 $              1,500,000 $              1,500,000 $              1,125,000 $             -375,000 $                

Treasurer of State

  Treasurer of State

     Watershed Improvement Fund 3,000,000 $              0 $                            0 $                            0 $                            0 $                           0 $                             

Total Treasurer of State 3,000,000 $              0 $                            0 $                            0 $                            0 $                           0 $                             

Agriculture and Land Stewardship

  Agriculture and Land Stewardship

     Silos And Smokestacks 0 $                            0 $                            200,000 $                 0 $                            150,000 $                150,000 $                  

Total Agriculture and Land Stewardship 0 $                            0 $                            200,000 $                 0 $                            150,000 $                150,000 $                  


