
September 23, 2009 Tour and Evening Reception 
Mississippi River/Gulf of Mexico Watershed Nutrients Task Force 
Des Moines, Iowa 
 

GLOBAL FOOD AND ENERGY PRODUCTION THROUGH 
A CULTURE OF CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 

 
9:00 a.m.  Depart Embassy Suites, Des Moines 
 
11:00 a.m. Tour working Grain and Livestock Farm, Tom and Judy Barrett Family Farm, 27690 S Avenue 

Dallas Center 
• View technologies and machines used for grain and livestock production 
• View crop harvesting (if conditions suitable) 
• Iowa Learning Farms Discussion –“Developing a Culture of Conservation” 
• Lunch will be served at the farm 

 
2:00 p.m. Visit Iowa State University South Reynoldson Research Farm, intersection of Violet Ave. and 300th 

St., Madrid  
• View cropping systems that produce feedstocks for biofuels while protecting soil and water 

resources 
• Summary findings – 21 years of monitoring in-field and off-field practices for water quality 

improvement 
• View subsurface drainage systems for cropped lands  

 
4:00 p.m. Tour Nitrate Removal Wetland Created through Iowa Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 

(CREP), East of Y Avenue on 140th St., near Gilbert in Story County 
• View wetland, buffers and wildlife habitats 
• Review designs to target nitrate reduction, technologies for strategic siting and scaling-up to 

broad landscape deployment 
• Review water quality performance monitoring 

 
5: 00 p.m. Evening Reception and Dinner – Reiman Gardens, Iowa State University 

• View horticulture displays and informal networking 
• Reception and award recognitions 

o Tom Vilsack, Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture (invited) 
o Lisa Jackson, Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (invited) 

• Keynote presentation – Future Vision of Biofuels Production, Robert Brown, Ph.D. 
 
 
 
Tour Leaders/Presenters Include: 

• Bill Northey, Iowa Secretary of Agriculture 
• Several active farmers 
• Robert C. Brown, Ph.D., Director, Bioeconomy Institute and Center for Sustainable Environmental 

Technologies, Iowa State University 
• Jerry DeWitt, Ph.D., Director, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, Iowa State University 
• Matt Liebman, Ph.D., Henry A. Wallace Endowed Chair for Sustainable Agriculture, Iowa State University 
• Matt Helmers, Ph.D., Agricultural & Biosystems Engineering, Iowa State University 
• William Crumpton, Ph.D., Ecology, Evolution and Organismal Biology, Iowa State University 
• Several leaders of organizations, ag industries, and agencies 

 


