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Iowa Soybean Association
Environmental Programs and Services

Advancing Agricultural Performance®

•Created in 1964
•Directed by volunteer board of 21 farmers
•11,000 members
•Serve 40,000 farmers
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Advancing Agricultural Performance®

What We Do

Continuously improve the 
competitiveness of soybean farmers

Advancing Agricultural Performance®

ISA Program Focus

• Supply: Stabilize and increase yield while improving 
production efficiency and environmental quality. 

• Demand: Increase demand of Iowa soybeans by 
meeting the needs of our customers. 

• Public Affairs: Secure resources and policies that 
enable Iowa soybean and livestock producers to 
compete globally. 

• Information and Education: Disseminate 
information about the activities and investments of 
the organization and improve confidence and trust 
in today’s farms and food system. 
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Advancing Agricultural Performance®

Funded by

• The soybean checkoff is 
valued at one‐half of one 
percent of the net market 
value of one bushel of 

soybeans.

• Leveraged projects – 30+ 
projects in 2014.  Partnerships 
with Federal/State agencies, 
Universities, NGOs, private 
foundations, and industry

Advancing Agricultural Performance®

Environmental Programs and Services

 Provide leadership for agriculture; have impact

• Production

• Profitability

• Natural Resources

 Seeking and capturing performance

 Apply science methods to gain understanding

 Crosses multiple geographic scales

 Valuing cooperative partnerships and 
collaborations  

 Provide value to membership
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Advancing Agricultural Performance®

Environmental Programs and Services (EPS)

Environmental Services
• Water Monitoring and Measurement
• Laboratory Services
• Research

Agronomic Resource Management Services
• Technical Assistance – cover crop; nutrient 

management; conservation
• Field Studies 

Watershed Services
• Planning, Assessment
• Stakeholder consultation / facilitation
• Project design, development and administration

Operations
• Education and Outreach
• Leadership Services Engagement 

EPS develops tools, programs and services for conserving and protecting 
natural resources while helping farmers remain profitable and increase yields.

EPS Contact Info:
Roger Wolf:  rwolf@iasoybeans.com 515‐334‐1051
Todd Sutphin:  tsutphin@iasoybeans.com 515‐334‐1052

Advancing Agricultural Performance®

ISA Research
Research 

Coordination 
Objective 1

ISU, Iowa Soybean 
Research Center, 
NCSRP, others

Objective 2Objective 3

ISA Strategic Plan

Objective 1: Continuously improve soybean productivity

Objective 2: Continuously improve natural resource management practices and environmental quality

Objective 3: Continuously improve efficiency and profitability of environmentally sound cropping systems

• 2013 NRCS Adaptive Management Project
• 2014‐2016 IDALS Cover Crop Project
• 2015‐2017 Water Quality Initiative (WQI)  Project
• Proposed Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG)

Bioreactor Project with ISU Nutrient Reduction Center

• Fungicide Project with Dr. Daren Mueller
• Seed Treatment Project with Dr. Alison Robertson 

& Dr. Greg Tylka
• Remote Sensing Project with Dr. XB Yang

Analytics
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Advancing Agricultural Performance®

Engagement

Advancing Agricultural Performance®

Iowa Nutrient Reduction Strategy

A science‐based framework for assessing and 
reducing nutrient loss from both point and 
nonpoint sources.

Two significant overall objectives:

1. Reduce Iowa’s nitrogen and phosphorus 
loads to the Gulf of Mexico by at least 45%

2. Improve and protect Iowa’s waters with 
respect to nutrient impacts

ISA Involvement:

• Water Quality Initiative (WQI) projects – Miller Creek, Boone River, Van Zante, and 
Crooked Creek.  Projects connected to the Nutrient Reduction Strategy.  Includes water 
monitoring, strip trials, guided stalk sampling, communications, marketing, and outreach.
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Badger Creek 
Lake Watershed 
Planning Maps

Implementation Funding:

• National Water Quality Initiative
~$250,000; 2012
~$328,000; 2013

• EPA Section 319
~$420,000

• Iowa DNR - TBD
• Local Match/Other - TBD

Advancing Agricultural Performance®

Water Monitoring

542 water samples for WQI 
projects in 2014
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Advancing Agricultural Performance®

Stream Monitoring

Advancing Agricultural Performance®

Replicated Strip Trials
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Advancing Agricultural Performance®

Replicated Strip Trials

http://www.isafarmnet.com

Advancing Agricultural Performance®

Communication ‐Marketing


