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Each water drop on the map represents one watershed project in the
county, either active or completed. See listing on pages 4 and 5to
identify active and completed water shed projects in your county.

Abbreviations used in this publication

BMP
CNMP
CRP
DNR
DSC
EPA
EQIP
IDALS
ISU

LID
NRCS
RAGBRAI
RC&D
SWCD
USDA
WIRB

Best Management Practice

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Program
Conservation Reserve Program

Department of Natural Resources

Division of Soil Conservation

Environmental Protection Agency
Environmental Quality Incentive Program
lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship
lowa State University

Low Impact Development

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Register’s Annual Great Bike Ride Across lowa
Resource, Conservation and Development

Soil and Water Conservation District

United States Department of Agriculture
Watershed Improvement Review Board

More information on the IDALS website at www.iowaagriculture.gov



How Watershed Projects Work

Local soil and water conserva-
tion districts (there’'s one in every
county, with two in Pottawattamie)
administer watershed projects with
assistance from the lowa Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Land
Stewardship (IDALS), Division of
Soil Conservation.

Conservation districts apply for
funds from IDALS for both techni-
cal and financial purposes. Projects
may also get funds from the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s 319
water quality program. These funds
come through the lowa Department
of Natural Resources (DNR). The
DNR may offer other funds, and
districts may also partner with other
agencies or organizations.

Conservation districts set priori-
tieswith local citizen input, then
rely on IDALS secretaries, con-
servation technicians and environ-
mental specialiststo carry out the
projects. Or, in some cases, districts
may employ atemporary project
coordinator. The projects usually
run for 5 to 10 years.

Projects are also assisted by the
USDA Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS), afedera
conservation agency that works
very closely with IDALS and
conservation districtsin natural
resource care.

The projects are diverse in some
objectives, but al share acommon
goal of protecting productive land
and improving water quality in
lowa's streams and lakes.

For more information, see the
IDALS website at www.iowaagri-
culture.gov
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